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TakeawaysEL

Six Declarations 
onCitizenship

Source: The collective wisdom of authors published in the November 2017 
issue of Educational Leadership, "Citizens in the Making” (Volume 75, Issue 3).

Schools are simultaneously institutions in a democracy and 
institutions that prepare students for democracy. Educators 
who attend to ethical dilemmas of democratic education 
must be aware of both the values reflected in the current 
will of the people as well as the values that strengthen 
democracy over time.

—Jacob Fay and Meira Levinson, p. 62

Just because schools teach children 
about citizenship and character 
doesn’t mean they always do it well 
or toward admirable aims. Schools 
have sometimes enlisted in some 
of the worst forms of citizenship 
indoctrination.

—Joel Westheimer, p. 12

Teachers have considerable 
power—and responsibility—
to use the classroom as a 
place to model and practice 
civil discourse.

—Kristina J. Doubet and  
     Jessica A. Hockett, p. 56

If a central aim of schools is 
to help students grow as 21st 
century citizens, do we want 
school practices to resemble 
the social media policies of 
authoritarian states?

—Daniel G. Krutka and  
     Jeffrey P. Carpenter, p. 50

Past definitions of global citizens 
often referred to individuals who 
relinquish national identity and cultural 
affiliations for a notion of a one-world 
culture. But the global citizenship 
many young people experience today is 
globally connected and locally rooted.

—Ariel Tichnor-Wagner, p. 69

Social and ethical awareness, agency, 
empathy, humility, and a tolerance 
for complexity—key dispositions in 
democratic societies—can and should 
be nurtured in the English language arts 
classroom.

—Laura Tavares, p. 74


