
tools for Learning

CHOOSING BOOKS FOR RECREATIONAL READING

MILDRED L. BATCHELDER

WHICH BOOKS do children read for
fun? First, those that are at hand, and,
second, those that have been made in-
viting. Although oversimplified, these
two factors-availability and stimula-
tion - are most important in determin-
ing youngsters' reading experiences.

If there are to be enough books, there
must be regular provision for books and
magazines in the annual school budget.
The amount necessary is an infinitesi-
mal part of the total school budget.
Two to three per cent of total school
expenditures for library books and
textbooks as well would make possible
a tremendous improvement of the book
supply in school libraries. From $1.5o
to $ z per student per year for the library
book budget will meet the needs of
many schools with enrollments under
j,ooo. Even with the splendid advance
in school library book collections in the
past decade, there are still thousands
of secondary schools in which they are
very inadequate. In elementary schools
only a beginning has been made toward
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providing boys and girls with library
books for adequate reading experiences.

The other essential half of the avail-
ability factor is the careful selection of
books. Approximately i,ooo children's
books are published annually. Of these,
how can a school choose which are the
"must-haves," the desirables, and the
unsuitables? A part of the book budget
each year must, of course, go to replace-
ments of worn-out books. With the bal-
ance, what new books should be added?

Teachers and librarians must first
know what there is from which to
choose. They must go to the "show-
windows" in which the books make
their first appearance - to the attractive
publishers' catalogues, the advertising
sections of magazines like Educational
Leadership, and the advertising and re-
view sections of weekly book-review
magazines. In these the new book mem-
bers of many publishing families are
proudly described, and readers respon-
sible for school buying note the ones
which appear to meet their needs.

Next, reviews of the books tentatively
selected will be looked up in the literary
and educational magazines and in the
American Library Association semi-
monthly Booklist. The reviews and the
selected lists in which books are evalu-
ated in terms of their use with young
people compare the books with others
which are similar and often comment
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on their authoritativeness, their origi-
nality, style, format, and significance.

In communities where there are book-
stores or other libraries, actual exami-
nation and, where possible, complete
reading of the books are very desirable.
These are joys of selection which only
a limited few may have, for bookstores
in which numbers of new children's
books may be found are limited chiefly
to cities. Lack of bookstores or other
centers where all new children's books
can be readily studied and compared is
one of the serious handicaps in choosing
children's books most effectively. The
reading involved in selection, added to
continuous reading of books in school
book collections, serves as an indis-
pensable basis for guiding children's
reading. That guidance, cooperatively
done by librarians and teachers who
know children's books intimately, is
the link between a well-selected book
collection and the boys and girls.

The pupils should have a share in all
stages of choice of books. Experience
in studying advertisements and pub-
lishers' catalogues, followed by further
investigation and examination of inter-
esting titles, helps them to gain an
informed, consumer approach to the se-
lection of books, just as they are learn-
ing to make intelligent choices in other
types of purchases.

The process of book selection here
described is needed for any type of
reading material. Are there special prob-
lems or patterns in choosing books for
recreational reading?

Observation of the reading of a group
of boys and girls over a week's period
will prevent too narrow a definition of
what constitutes recreational reading
materials. What is fun for one boy may
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be drudgery for another. What a girl
uses to obtain background information
on one day she may read for personal
pleasure the following week.

Examination of the bookshelves in li-
braries and classrooms in many schools
results in several conclusions about types
of material which need strengthening
to provide richer and more varied read-
ing experiences. Frequently selection of
current fiction, biography, poetry, and
plays is too limited. Standard books may
be well represented, but is there suffi-
cient recent fiction? Are there enough
of the attractive small books of individ-
ual poets and playwrights? Collections
of both are necessary for reference but
they are much less inviting for pleasure
reading. Inclusion of many of the bet-
ter books on the war is important. For
most of these, the term of usefulness will
be limited and those of temporary value
will be discarded as interest changes.

Selection of new titles for less-able
readers must constantly be kept in mind.
Recreational reading materials must be
chosen for all pupils with adequate con-
sideration to the needs of the reader of
limited ability and also of the superior
and the average reader.

The importance of fresh new copies
of books and of attractive editions of
standard titles is recognized by some
schools but not by others. Good titles
standing on the shelves in drab and un-
interesting editions may permanently
deter young people from discovering
some books.

To these few comments, a final aspect
in the selection of books for pleasure
reading should be added. Books selected
for recreational reading must meet the
criteria of good book selection. They
must have integrity, authoritativeness,
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right human relations, true sense of
values, interest for children, a type of
presentation suitable for their age audi-
ence. Humor, imagination, and real dis-
tinction of style are desirable. Format
should be in keeping with the story. On
the wise choice of recreational reading
depends the quality of the reading ex-
periences of boys and girls.
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FREE!
Illustrated
catalogue of

LONGMANS'BS
JUNIOR BOOKS

Age groups given for every book . . .
Types grouped for quick selections . . .
Descriptions of each book so you know
what you are gettingl Merely clip coupon
below and mail to

LONGMANS, GREEN & CO.
55 Fifth Avenue, New York 3, N. Y.
Please send me a free copy of the nw illus-
trated catalogue LONGMANS BOORS FOR
BOYS AND GIRLS.

NAcME

I ADDRESS

I CITY & STATE
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Exploring Literature
with

Children
by JEAN BETZNER

Assocriat Professor of Education
Trchers Colleg,

Columbia University

IT'S IN'TBRESTINO IT'S USABLE
IT'S INSPIRING IT'S FORWARD-LOOKING

Like a panorama of a vast city is the over-
view of children's literature given by Dr.
Betzner in her new book. Out of her varied
experience with young children of the
elementary grades, she has drawn a sane
evaluation of the place of literature in the
classroom, a functional program of activity,
and an inspiring plan for teacher study and
growth. This is a valuable and practical book
for the supervisor, teacher, parent, and
librarian.

80 pages 60 cents
BUREAU OF PUBLICATIONS

Teachers College Columbia University
New York 27, N. Y.

STORY PARADE

Ap,

Story
Parade
A Magazine
Children Love

to Read
For reading together or alone, for
dramatizations, songs, verse and
stimulation of the children's own
creative work, STORY PARADE
is invaluable in grades 4 to 8. A
monthly supplement for schools
gives the teacher suggestions on
how to use this magazine and sim-
ilar materials with her class.
$2.00 for I year

$I.5o for 9 mon.

STORY PARADE
70 Fifth Aun.u Now York, N.Y.

"It's beautiful, and so helpful,"
say teachers and school librarians.
Let us send YOU, too, this new So-page
useful guide to children's and young people's
reading. A gaily illustrated, fully descriptive
catalogue of over 5oo new and established
books for ages 4 to 20, classified by age
groups and subjects and by reader interest.
FREE.

E. P. DUTTON, Dept. E., 300 4th Ave.,
New York City.
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Order from
D. C. HEATH and COMPANY

These appealing, amusing, and instruc-
tive titles covering:
1 - Adventures with good literature
2 - Tales of friends and neighbors
3 - Delightful animal and nature tales
4 - Walt Disney favorites

I. READING FOR INTEREST. A balanced
reading program, by children's favorite authors,
illustrated by their favorite artists.

2. NEW WORLD NEIGHBORS. Sixteen
stimulating books about children in Central and
South America, Canada, Iceland, and Greenland.

3. OUR ANIMAL STORY BOOKS. Six
pre-primers about real children and their
animal friends.

4. WALT DISNEY STORY BOOKS.
Favorite Disney characters, numerous Disney
pictures, adapted for school use in nine enjoy-
able readers.

and many others
BOSTON NEW YORK CHICAGO ATLANTA SAN FRANCISCO DALLAS
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THE BOOK OF
KNOWLEDGE

READING FOR
RECREATION

THE BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE has the
magic power of entertaining while
instructing. Children do not use it
for reference merely. They enjoy
reading THE BOOK OF KNOWLEDGEI

because it has none of the mechan-
ical, mature, repository-like make-
up so often found in standard ency-
clopedias.

THE BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE plan of

presentation enhances the use value tents ai
of each of the zo volumes, by giving partmei
full recognition to the psycholog- felds o
ical fact that the attention span of
the child is brief. HANI

The in
As the child grows up with ThE phabeti
BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE he advances child, I
step by step in knowledge, char- to the i
acter, and confidence. Through this
logical and psychological arrange-
ment, the child comes to know how
an entire subject grows out of any 20 VO
of its parts. This is the secret of
making learning thorough, yet (cu
attractive and easy. r - - -

I The GRC
(School a
I West 4

.

EACH BOOK STANDS Plealogical A

BY ITSELF edge" an
I Name

There are Io volumes with I Addres
15,ooo illustrations. The con- I

re divided into 17 major de-
nts covering the principal
f learning.

DY INDEX VOLUME
lex volume with 3x,ooo al-
ical references directs the
the librarian or the teacher
required article.

on Artcraft Binding
Is ......... $79.50
IT OUT AND MAIL TODAY)

)LIER SOCIETY INC.
md Library Division)
5th Street, New York ig, N. Y.

send me a descriptive folder "Psycho-
arrangement of The Book of Knowl-
d other literature.

I School.... ............
(EL-it -43)

Noveniber, 1943 
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MAPS - CHARTS
PHOTOGRAPHS

AND DRAWINGS
dramatically presented with
concise and skillfully written
text.

BUILDING AMERICA
has the magic of entertaining while instructing. BUILDING AMERICA
is prepared for Junior and Senior High School Social Studies courses under
the direction of the Department of Supervision and Curriculum Develop-
ment, N.E.A.

The following is a list of titles scheduled for the eight issues of BUILDING
AMERICA to be published October, 1943 to May, 1944 inclusive. These
are subject to revision as circumstances or changing events may necessitate.

OUR NEIGHBORS IN NORTH AFRICA

OUR MINORITY GROUPS:

ITALIAN-BORN AMERICANS

WAR AND THE CONSUMER

AMERICAN DEMOCRACY IN WARTIME

ELECTRONS

CATTLE RAISING AND DAIRYING

LABOR AND MANAGEMENT

THE CHALLENGE TO AMERICAN YOUTH

8 bound Volumes, $31 .6o ($3.95 each). Subscriptions $z.25
Single units 3o¢ each. For information write BUILDING AMERICA

2 West 4 ;th Street, New York 19, New York
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