
L Tools for Learning

HELPING BOYS AND GIRLS UNDERSTAND THEMSELVES

LUCILE ALLARD

YOUNG PEOPLE discover their tal-
ents and defects through contacts with
all sorts of educational material and
equipment, and they should be given
ample opportunity to select what
seems to meet their particular needs.

Children can learn about themselves
by working and playing with other
human beings. Boys and girls under-
stand themselves better as they become
aware of what they can do for others.
Children like live things! They learn
their own possibilities for work through
experiences with all sorts of living
things, first, perhaps by planting a gar-
den or arranging an aquarium, or start-
ing bulbs, or caring for pets. Often
children become conscious of the
growth process by observing and help-
ing younger brothers and sisters, or
watching children in a nursery or kin-
dergarten.

A child's better understanding of
himself mav be either hindered or pro-
moted by his teachers and parents. He

Introducing "Tools for Learning" this month
is Lacile Allard, Supervisor of Elementary
Education. Garden City, N. Y. Miss Allard
traces means of Ielping boys and girls un-
derstaod themselves, emphasizing that
there could never be a lack of readiness
in children for wasting to know, less
methods and materials for finding the
answers are totally absent.
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may be confused if faced with con-
flicting purposes and demands put upon
him by adults. In his struggle to find
out what different teachers and parents
expect of him, he loses perspective and
fails to discover his real possibilities for
accomplishment.

In the last decade, there has been a
great movement toward adopting the
philosophy and practice of educating
the "whole child." An 8-year-old sug-
gested with real insight why schools
had failed to realize this objective.
"That school was terrible," he said with
feeling and sincerity. "They expected
us to do a whole lot of work and didn't
give us anything to do it with." A
I5-year-old reminiscing his elementary
school days said he heartily disliked
arithmetic lessons because he hated to
do a lot of work and not find out any-
thing.

Adults can help children to under-
stand themselves by making it possible
for them to feel success in what they
undertake and by encouraging each
child to evaluate his own achievement
and progress. Also, by providing ma-
terials suited to the children's needs.
These needs can be determined through
the aid of standard tests of achievement
and through intelligence and aptitude
tests. Careful observation of children at
work and at play pays dividends in bet-
ter understanding.
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Children love to share the joys and
sorrows of their story-book friends, to
re-live adventure and biography, and
to read about possible worlds to explore.
Even more thrilling become reproduc-
tions of these stories in puppet and
marionette shows, dramatic perform-
ances with costumes and scenery in the
classroom or auditorium, and original
stories reproduced on home-made
slides, movies, or in the shadow theatre.
Creative music, painting, and modeling,
wood carving and book making have
enrichment and self-realization possi-
bilities that cannot be measured or
evaluated in terms of school grades.

Much has been said and written of
children's readiness for learning. It
would seem short-sighted to assume
that there ever could be a lack of readi-
ness in children for wanting to know,
unless methods and materials for find-
ing the answers were totally lacking.
The child wants to investigate and to
experiment. His concentration on the
job is continuous as long as he is suc-
cessful in manipulating the necessary
tools and understanding the content.
When the manipulation and control of
the material pass into the hands of
others for a long period of time, the
child's interest in the activity fades.
This is exemplified in the young child's
frequent pleas of "let me do it."

Mere lessons in appreciation of the
arts must be replaced by lessons which
discover what Bill, or Mary, or John
can create and learn. Educators and
laymen are coming into a new epoch of
educational progress-a shift from aca-
demic training as an exclusive goal to
cultural experience as preparation for
life work and leisure.

Plans for a new world should be in

the hands of men and women who be-
lieve that human beings are really price-
less and not expendable, and the young
people must be urged to help make
plans for the better world. No expendi-
tures should be considered too high for
the education and preservation of all
children both in school and out.
Helping boys and girls understand
themselves means, first, to help more
teachers and parents appreciate and
understand more children.

Next month Agnes Snyder will introduce
"Helping Boys and Girls Understand Our
Times."

JOIN THE MARCH or DIMES

JANUARY 14-31
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ALICE V. KELIHER

Here is a text that really tells the high-
school student about himself. It answers
the questions of both boys and girls in a
frank presentation of scientific facts and
a sane discussion of social values. This
is a pioneer book, based upon extensive
research and experimentation. $1.32.

D. APPLETON-CENTURY CO.
35 W. 32nd St., New York 1. N.Y.
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STEPS to READING

WE MEET NEW
,¢fB FRIENDS

For basic reading readiness on a
new level of interest and effec-
tiveness.

VSupplementary advanced training
in areas recently determined im-
portant.

'By Drrell-Sullivan-,lMcCarthy

A new reading readiness program comprising two books and giving
special attention to auditory and visual discrimination. Based on
thorough research into prerequisites of beginning reading. The
two booklets may be used independently or in series.

WORLD BOOK COMPANY
Yonkers-on-Hudson 5, New York 2126 Prairie Avenue, Chicago 16

By JOHN B. GEISEL

PERSONAL PROBLEMS
AND MORALE

Every high school curriculum should provide a place for Geisel's Perlronl Problems and Moral.
Important as instruction in human relations is in peacetime, in time of war the necessity for
intelligent personal and social adjustment on the part of pupils is even more urgent. Personal
Problems and Moralt offers a timely and helpful discussion of the personal problems with which
pupils are most vitally concerned.

This text was edited by Francis T. Spaulding, Dean of the School of Education, Harvard Univer-
sity, who is now serving as Chief of the Education Branch, Special Service Division, War De-
partment. 435 pages. Illustrated. $.80

HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
Boston New York Chicago Dallas Atlanta San Francisco
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S#t 7dm4
that Help Boys and Girls
Understand Themselves Better
-by bringing to the classroom
the cultures of other lands for
a comparison with our own.

SINCE the "good neighbors" of tomorrow will be
those boys and girls who today are learning to

be tolerant of others by first learning to under-
stand themselves - Erpi Classroom Films proudly
offer a number of films that contribute to this
goal - films, prepared under the sponsorship of
leading educators, that truly "Bring the World
to the Classroom."

We cordially invite curriculum directors and
supervisors of instruction to write for a booklet
describing this practical tool of modern education
-this invaluable means of graphically supplement-
ing personal instruction, Erpi Classroom Films.

Eopi Classivom Films Inc.
1841 Broadway New York 23, N. Y.

January, 1944 
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BUILDING AMERICA
Helps boys and girls to understand themselves.

Below are a few of the issues which discuss this problem

Youth Faces the World Finding Your Job
Civic Responsibilities Physical Fitness

BUILDING AMERICA is dedicated to the proposi-
tion that the youth of this land can and wilt build a
brighter tomorrow. Problems more perplexing than
any which the boys and girls of America have en-
countered will be thrust upon the youth of this
country. Young people are wondering how they will
fit into postwar America.

In keeping with the editorial policy of BUILDING
AMERICA, subsequent issues of this publication will
deal intelligently and understandingly with this
problem.

Teachers who are using the issues of BUILDING
AMERICA previously dedicated to this thought are
presenting a clear and intelligent understanding of the
opportunities which America affords the youth of
this land.

Each issue of BUILDING AMERICA is complete with
photographs, charts, maps. All of the text is carefully
edited by an editorial board selected by the Depart-
ment of Supervision and Curriculum Development of
the N. E. A.

Join the ranks of those who are using this modern
teaching aid. Use the coupon below.

BUILDING AMERICA, CIRCULATION DEPT.
X W. 4 5th St., New York 19, N. Y.
Please enter my subscription for 8 issues of Building America commencing with the issue,October,
1943. The titles for the 1943-1944 school year are:

Our Neighbors in North Africa Electronics
Italian-Born Americans Cattle Raising and. l1irying
War and the Consumer Labor and Management
American Democracy in Wartime The Challenge to American Youth
] Payment enclosed NAME ................... .................................

STREET ........ ..... ......... .........
] Will pay on receipt CITY ................... .......... STATE .................
of invoice Scoo . ..........................
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