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Does National Security Demand I t?_
JOHN M. COSTELLO

AS A BENEFIT flowing from the terrible
conflict in which the entire world is at
present engaged, the American people
should derive a full and complete realiza-
tion and appreciation of the genuine bene-
fits of American citizenship. The over-
running of all the countries of Europe
and Asia by the ruthless forces of godless
dictatorships should convince every Amer-
ican today that the only way in which we
can survive this dreadful period and ulti-
mately achieve the victory over our
enemies is in the unified and united co-
operative efforts of all the people.

The people of Great Britain learned
early in the struggle that their chance of
survival depended upon the complete
unification of effort on the part of every
person in the kingdom. It was no longer
merely a question of rights and privileges,
hut rather of duties and obligations. Only
because they recognized the duty of every
person to share the burden of defense was
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it possible for the British to hold on and,
later, to fight back.

There Are DuEties as WIell as Rights

So it must be with us. Too long have
we prattled about our rights and privileges
as citizens, our freedoms and liberties, the
wvhile, we have totally ignored our duties
and obligations to preserve and protect
those benefits, if we would long retain
them.

If we have the right to enjoy freedom,
then we have the duty to protect our free-
dom. If we have the privilege of citizen-
ship, then we have the obligation to pre-
serve that citizenship.

Individually, and alone, man is helpless.
For that reason, the family and the state
exist, in order that, through cooperative
efforts, we could develop the civilization
we know today. Nothing will benefit that
civilization more in these United States
than the establishment, after the war, of a
program of universal, nonexempt, mili-
tary training for our young men. Such a
program will provide for our national pro-
tection, produce a sense of responsibility
and an acceptance of discipline on the
part of our youth as well as develop a
genuine improvement in the national
health.

A Step Toward World Order

The establishment of universal military
training will be sure notice to all the world
that we, in the United States, do not in-
tend that the peace conference following
this war shall be but an idle gesture toward
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the development and maintenance of world
order.

On the contrary, we will show that we
intend to back up and to maintain the
terms of the peace settlement and that we
shall be, at all times, so prepared to do.

The mere establishment of peace follow-
ing the cessation of hostilities will not
mean that war will not again inhabit the
universe. Twice we have been engaged in
world conflict within a generation. Twice
we have been inadequately prepared for
the struggle.

Following this war we must and will
maintain much of the land, sea, and air
forces which we have developed for the
winning of the conflict. We can maintain
our protective forces most economically
and provide the required reserve strength
most effectively through this means of
universal military training.

By calling for service every young man
upon reaching the age of i8, we can main-
tain a force in training of more than a
million men at all times. This force, when
coupled with the men who will make a
career of teaching these trainees and of
providing the regular garrisons which will
man our defense forces, we can present to
the world as our "big stick" to preserve
law and order.

To Develop Better Citizens

Within five years we will produce a
force of five million men prepared to de-
fend the nation at a moment's call, ready
to take their places in battle within three
months, rather than three years. No pro-
gram can so effectively bring to the citi-
zens of this country an awareness of their
duties and obligations as citizens.

The sound discipline of military training
will produce a most salutary result in our
youth who, too often, due to broken
homes or inadequate parental supervision,
lack all sense of discipline. In each young
man will be emphasized the respect for
authority, attention to duty, obedience to
superiors, and faithful execution of orders.
We will, in short, promote a more law-
abiding citizenry.

An added benefit to accrue from this
program will be the general improvement
in the health of our young people. The
enforced physical conditioning for all, the
organized athletic activities and constant
medical attention during the period of a
year will enhance the physical well-being
of these fortunate young men immeasur-
ably. Moreover, we will greatly strengthen
the bulwark of our great republic by pro-
moting the democratic spirit amongst all
groups and classes of society.

New State Groups Affiliate With DSCD
WE WELCOME to affiliation with the Department of Supervision and Cur-
riculum Development, NEA, two additional states-Alabama and New York.

Their elected representatives to the Board of Directors are: Eloise C
Keebler, supervisor of elementary schools, County Board of Education, Tal-
ladega, Ala.; William T. Melchior, School of Education, Syracuse University,
Syracuse, N. Y.; and Fred B. Painter, assistant superintendent, Ithaca Public
Schools, Ithaca, N. Y.

States now affiliated with the national Department are Alabama, California,
Illinois, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Virginia, and
the Northwest Region (Washington, Oregon, Montana, and Idaho). See in-
side back cover of EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP for names of Board members.
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