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WANTED: A BROAD CONCEPT OF AUDIO-VISUAL INSTRUCTION
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THERE IS A GROWVING TENDENCY
to think of audio-visual instruction as being
more-or-less synonymous with the use of
motion pictures. This limited view is largely
responsible for the omission of many other
types of audio-visual materials froIl organ-
ized programs of audio-visual instruction. It
must be recognized that each type of audio-
visual material has inherent characteristics
which make it particularly adapted for defi-
nite educational purposes. Motion pictures
are indispensable and their use should be con-
tinued and expanded, but only for those
purposes for which they are particularly
adapted. It is recognized that this problem
is one over which the teacher often has little
control because the desired subject may be
available in motion picture form only.

Motion is not essential for adequate pre-
sentation of many subjects. Also, many mo-
tion pictures consist largely of still picture
sequences or of irrelevant motion which may
detract from concentration on the content to
be learned. Motion pictures are of excep-
tional value in introducing and summarizing
a unit of study, but they may be of only
moderate value for detailed study and class-
room discussion.

The problem as to which type of audio-
visual material is best suited for a particular
purpose resolves itself into a consideration
of the principles of selection, integration,
and utilization, which is beyond the scope of
this article. It must be frankly admitted that

A fresh approach is give tle much-discassed
subject of audio-visual tools in this introduc-
lioo to "Tools for Learning" by Vernon G.
Dameron, director of tihe NEA Division of
A dio- Visal Iustructiowal Service. Pointing
to tle current teudeucy to Use motion pic-
tures to the exclusion of other audio-visual
materials, Mr. Damerso discusses the clarac-
teristics of a variety of available projected
materials and their coasequcet educational
uses.
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less is known about these three aspects of
audio-visual instruction than any others, de-
spite the fact that the degree of effectiveness
with which audio-visual materials are used
depends primarily upon the extent to which
such principles are applied. This lack of
knowledge is very largely responsible for the
present indefinite status of audio-visual in-
struction. Much has been written on the sub-
ject, but the approach has always been either
too general, resulting in the formulation of
generalized criteria difficult to apply to a
particular situation or very specific. "rule-of-
thumb," criteria which overlook many sig-
nificant applications. It was this realization
which recently prompted the NEA Educa-
tional Policies Commission to undertake a
comprehensive study of the problem.

Since significant interrelationships exist
among the essentially visual materials de-
signed for projection, this article deals only
with the more common of these materials.
Projected audio-visual materials and radio
programs and recordings are important be-
cause they facilitate group instruction, upon
which our educational system is funda-
mentally based. However, audio-visual ma-
terials which are designed primarily for
individual instruction are probably more
indispensable. For example, it would be re-
grettable indeed if textbooks became any less
visual than they already are or if maps
were dispensed with.

There are several reasons for the tendencv
to use motion pictures to the relative exclu-
sion of other audio-visual materials:

i. Motion pictures are intrinsically interest-
ing and more dynamic in nature than
most other types of audio-visual ma-
terials.

2. A large number of motion pictures are
available for use in practically all sub-
ject-matter fields.

3. Motion pictures can be substituted for
practically all other types of audio-visual
materials but often at a sacrifice in edu-
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cational effectiveness, flexibility, and
economy.

4. Motion pictures, in comparison with
most other types of audio-visual ma-
terials, are relatively easier to use effec-
tively because of their self-sufficiency-
a means of communication per se.

5. A motion picture projector is generally
the first-and unfortunately often the
only--audio-visual equipment purchased
by a school. This is probably the result
of the foregoing considerations.

The distinguishing characteristics of the
projected audio-visual materials most com-
monly used and some of their adaptations
are:

i. Visual, with Motion and Sound. These
characteristics are essential when adequate
portrayal necessitates presentation of the
synchronized actions and voices of living be-
ings, synchronized movements and sounds
of inanimate objects, or action plus musical
backgrounds. The combination of visual im-
ages, motion, and sound provides for emo-
tionally derived learning, which may be the
most effective means of instilling such ex-
tremely hard-to-teach but nonetheless im-
portant attitudes and appreciations as toler-
ance, ethical conduct, democratic ideals, and
international understanding. The sound mo-
tion picture and television both provide for
life-like and dramatic presentations; how-
ever, television goes a step further because
of its capacity to present current events. In
regard to documentary films, they have a

great part to play in the education process,
but there seems to be an increasing tendency
to over-emphasize their function at the ex-
pense of strictly classroom films.

2. Visual, with Motion. Silent motion pic-
tures are more flexible in use and any one
film is more adaptable to various grade levels
and subject-matter fields than sound motion
pictures. They are effective for showing
operations, functions, processes. and skills
when the emphasis is upon the subject-matter
content rather than the human element. Silent
motion pictures are, of course, considerably
less expensive than sound motion pictures.

3. Visual. Silent film strips, slides, and
opaque projections are extremely flexible in
use and are excellent for prolonged study
and detailed discussion. They are also very
effective in presenting cutaways, phantom
views. and superimposed drawings and dia-
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grams. The rate of presentation can be varied
at will. Not only is there great diversity in
the reading rate of individuals, but also in the
viewing rate. Since silent film strips and
slides are relatively inexpensive, they are
generally purchased by the school, making
them readily available for preview by the
teacher and for use in the classroom. The
equipment with which to present, these ma-
terials is also relatively inexpensive and sim-
ple to operate.

The silent film strip is not a succession of
disassociated slides; it should be thought of as
an adaptation of the silent motion picture,
because of its continuity in both pictorial and
verbal presentation. Also, it is 'not just an
illustrator of nouns. Silent film strips are
effective in presenting many activities. In
fact, this medium capitalizes upon the elim-
ination of irrelevant-and often distracting
-motion by showing only the pertinent
characteristics of each detailed step in a pro-
cedure. The writer's experience in the pro-
duction of sound motion pictures, sound
film strips, and silent film strips in the Army
Air Forces clearly indicated that motion
is not essential for the effective portrayal
of many activities.

Slides are especially flexible in use because
the sequence in which they are presented
can easily be modified by additions, dele-
tions, or shifting of order. Some film strip
projectors accommodate 2" x :" slides. Be-
cause of their large area, 31/4 "x 4" slides
are particularly adapted for showing large
interrelated masses and diagrams.

The main value of opaque projection is
that it affords presentation of an almost un-
limited amount of pictorial material not
available in slide form. such as maps, charts,
and illustrations in reference books.

4. Visual, with Sound. The sound film strip
should be thought of as an adaptation of the
sound motion picture. The educational pur-
poses for which both sound and silent film
strips can be effectively used is similar,
except that the sound type has the advantage
of affording more dramatic presentation.

The broad view of audio-visual instruction
includes more than the use of the best type
of audio-visual material for a particular edu-
cational purpose; it also involves the cor-
related use' of different tvpes of materials
to accomplish the same purpose more effec-
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tively. If, as the training aids officer of the
Marines states in a recent article, the sand
table "has been of great value in showing
personnel the 'why' of military operations
as well as the 'how,''" then surely there can
be many vital applications of the less-dyna-
mic types of audio-visnal materials in our
schools throughout the nation. New pro-
grams of audio-visual instruction are being
established and former programs are being
expanded and developed more rapidly now
than ever before. Their effectiveness will be
immeasurably increased if they are based
upon the broad view.
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An R.K.O. $1,250,000 production now for
the first time available on 16 mm sound film.

97 minutes
Rental Price, $20.00--During Lent. $25.00

List number twelve now available free
please send for your copy

2 CAu 6rft Rlms, SJzc.
145 W. 45th. St. New York (19) N. Y.
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35 mm Safety Film Black & White
87 Single Frames

Running Time: 30 MINUTES
With Speech Notes

Sale Price: $3.00 POSTPAID
For One Copy of Filmstrip and
One Copy of Speech Notes & Guide

Excellent for Junior & Senior High School
study of history and modern problems . . .
for Grade 6 studies of peoples and their ways
. . . for College social science courses and
courses on the U.S.S.R.... for Teacher Train-
ing, as a starting point for study of the U.S.S.R.
.. for General Adult Education, Church and

Civic Groups, Industrial and Labor Organiza-
tions and other groups studying current affairs
and international relations.
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Complete 16 mm sound
film library of

RELIGIOUS FEATURES

Scenefr.
Kings"

* Full length features
* Cathedral Shorts
Over 2000 16 mm sound film subjects
Complete equipment for successful show ings

Send for new Stank Film
and Equipment Catalogue

SAINTI LOUIS. 5. MO.
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