
Yront Lines in Educatiom

Supervision on Wheels. It is a common
sight at the Iowa State Teachers College to
see a college car in which two to six faculty
members are leaving the Cedar Falls campus
early in the week during the college year
destined for different parts of Iowa. Two
may go to a county seat town. From this
headquarters they will accompany the county
superintendent on four successive days to
central rural or town schools. The teachers
in these schools will be hostesses to the
teachers of the surrounding schools (prob-
ably seven to twenty) who will come for a
half or whole day session, depending upon
the arrangements made by the county super-
intendent. The college instructors will con-
duct the meetings-first, often presenting a
plan for the session, second, demonstrating
with the children and, later, conferring on
the work presented and also discussing the
teachers' individual problems. This supervis-
ory program is the major part of the college's
in-service training program and is given in
cooperation with the State Department of
Public Instruction.-Lou A. Shepherd, Iowa
State Teachers College.

Increase in the Number of Supervisors. Since
1943 the number of white elementary super-
visors in North Carolina has increased from
13 to so. The number of full-time Negro
supervisors now stands at 18. There is a
growing interest in supervision in the various
local administrative units. In all probability,
additional supervisors will be employed as
soon as personnel with adequate training and
experience become available. Last year the
State Department of Education sponsored a
workshop for prospective supervisors, which
was held at the Woman's College of the
Unversity of North Carolina in Greensboro.

Instructional Improvement Program. A
greatly expanded instructional improvement
program has been launched by the State De-
partment of Education in Oklahoma. At the
beginning of the school year a series of
leadership conferences was held at the state
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teacher-training institutions. As a result, more
than one thousand teachers and laymen were
brought together for study and planning for
instructional improvement in local situations.
To date thirty-two counties and many inde-
pendent school districts have set up some
type of organization for the study and solu-
tion of school and community problems.
Problems which are being attacked by local
groups are: school and community environ-
ment, qualities of a good teacher, democracy
in the school and community, resource-use
education, and health education. The State
University, the agriculture and mechanical
colleges, and other state colleges have estab-
lished work centers where college credit is
earned in connection with this program.-
E. E. Harris, Director of Program of In-
structional Improvement.

Florida Extends Supervisory Services. Be-
ginning with September 1, 1945, each of the
sixty-seven Florida counties had one or more
supervisors of instruction. Counties having
fewer than a hundred teachers are, in the
main, employing county general supervisors
of instruction or elementary supervisors.
State Board of Education regulations regard-
ing qualifications for holding county super-
visory positions have been adjusted so as to
give emphasis to training in the elementary
field. Not less than $2zoo of state funds are
available to each county for supervisory
services. Each county must supplement the
state contribution by io per cent, plus an
adequate amount (in no case less than $300
a year) to pay travel costs involved. While
the state has made available these funds in
the past, the 1945 legislature made it obli-
gatory upon counties to employ a general
or elementary supervisor before sharing in
state funds allocated to counties for assisting
in carrying on elementary and secondarv
educational programs. The 1945 legislature
also set up a State Supervisory Fund amount-
ing to over $8o,ooo for the employment of
field supervisors of instruction and of spe-
cialists who will work in the field of pri-
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mary education.-W. T. Edwards, Acting
Director, Division of Instruction.

Iowa High School Revision. The Iowa State
Department of Public Instruction is under-
taking a revision of the secondary-school
curriculum. During the current year, local
high schools throughout the state are taking
up the study and discussion of the various
issues in their faculty meetings, using a
manual prepared by a committee. A com-
mittee on purposes and philosophy in sec-
ondary education will analyze the returns
from teachers with a view to setting up a
basic working philosophy for the revision
program. Later on in the year, production
committees are to be set up which will start
the preparation of curriculum materials in
the light of these statewide reports. It is
thought that the entire program will cover a
period of four or five years. Experimental
units in various subject-matter fields are to
be sent out to certain schools for trial and
evaluation. L. A. Van Dyke, director of the
University of Iowa High School, is technical
director and W. H. McFarland, supervisor in
the Department of Public Instruction, is
serving as editor.

Local Adaptation Provided. In more than
80o per cent of the secondary schools of New
York State, the study of social studies is
carried on by each pupil during each sec-
ondary-school year. This program which is
designed to equip youth for purposeful liv-
ing in a democracy, was accomplished by
combining the best advice of the field and
the services of the State Education Depart-
ment; by recognizing the need for local
adaptations and making the content suffi-
ciently flexible to permit adjustments; by
eliminating state prepared examinations at
the end of each year and substituting termi-
nal examinations, which are more functional
than factual and better suited to evaluate
such a program. This type of cooperative
and democratic curriculum planning is in
harmony with the principles embodied in the
social-studies program itself. It augers well
and has set the pattern for future procedures
in enriching the secondary-school curriculum
in New York State.-W. W. Knox, Director,
Division of Secondary Education.

Objectives of Curriculum Council. The ob-
jectives of the Kansas City (Mo.) Curriculum
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Council are: (i) to consider projects re-
ferred to it by committees or individuals;
(2) to stimulate desirable study of educa-
tional problems, primarily through the evalu-
ating and planning committees; (3) to pro-
pose curricular or instructional projects; (4)
to review the reports submitted and the con-
clusions reached; (5) to recommend citywide
consideration of such reports or conclusions
as it considers desirable; (6) to coordinate
the activities of various groups and prevent
duplication-perhaps by authorizing inter-
committee groups for the study of certain
problems; (7) to encourage each evaluating
and planning committee to consider its proj-
ects in the light of the broad "philosophy of
education for Kansas City."

Guide to Secondary Curriculum. The Michi-
gan State Department of Education has issued
Planning and Working Together, a guide to
secondary curriculum development in the
state. Publication of this volume culminates
more than two years' work by the Committee
on Secondary Education, representing class-
room teachers, high-school principals, other
administrative officers, staff members of the
Department of Public Instruction, and col-
lege representatives. A tentative statement of
principles on which the committee agreed
was presented at the meeting of the Michigan
Secondary School Association in December
1943. It was discussed at sessions of this con-
ference and as a basis of faculty discussions
in a number of representative schools and the
plans for the guide revised in the light of
suggestions and criticisms received. The Com-
mittee on Secondary Education is a continu-
ing committee and is charged with steps for
implementing the Curriculum Guide. Plans
are under way for extensive discussion of the
volume at professional meetings throughout
the state this year.-Edgar G. Johnston, As-
sistant Director, Bureau of Cooperation with
Educational Institutions, University of Michi-
gan.

Cooperation in School Improvement. The
teachers of North Brunswick Township
(N. J.) are studying their local school prob-
lems with the cooperation of surrounding
teachers colleges. In the fall of 1944 Arthur
Judd, supervising principal, invited a consid-
erable number of representatives from the
surrounding school systems, the Teachers

Educational Leadership



College and Rutgers University, and one or
two county superintendents to meet with his
faculty and Board of Education for a dinner
meeting. The group discussed plans for a
self-survey to last from three to five years.
Later in the year a course was organized at
the Trenton Teachers College in which the
foundations of the program were laid. Dur-
ing the current year consultants have been
invited to help in the development of a
course of study in the language arts. The
program includes the study of all the areas
of the elementary-school curriculum. The
Board of Education and the public have been
kept informed of this project as a result of
which they are favorable to a better and en-
larged program in the township.

Camping Education. A year-round program
in camping education inaugurated at West-
ern Michigan College, Kalamazoo, Mich., has
been made possible through the acquisition
of a fully equipped $250,000 camp at Clear
Lake. During the school year, children from
elementary grades of three adjacent counties.
together with their teachers, spend periods
of two weeks each at the camp, as part of
their school program, during which the
camping experience is correlated with their
regular school work. Facilities for pre-service
and in-service training of teachers in school
camping and camping education are afforded
through the camp's regular program, and
summer workshops.

In Brief. As part of the Contra Costa
County (Calif.) program of curriculum de-
velopment a three-day conference to be held
early in February will consider a suggested
curriculum framework. Paul R. Hanna will
present the outline of a twelve-year program
of social studies.

M. Eugene Mushlitz, formerly assistant
superintendent of schools in Ventura County,
has been appointed to the position of assistant
chief of the Division of Secondary Educa-
tion of the California State Department of
Education.

Under direction of Walter A. Anderson,
assistant superintendent, the Minneapolis pub-
lic schools are embarking on a broad program
of curriculum development to extend over a
period of years.

The Texas State Department of Education
has published a handbook of criteria for the
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evaluation of elementary schools. It will be
used experimentally for the appraisal of ele-
mentary schools in the state.

The elementary division of the Bureau of
Curriculum Development in the New York
State Department of Education is preparing
a final report of a project on the social studies
which has been under way for several years
under the direction of Helen Hay HeyL

The Kansas City (Mo.) Committee on
Curriculum Design for grades seven, eight,
and nine is reviewing the course on Ameri-
can Problems to discover whether social se-
curity and risk-bearing are adequately treated.

The North Dakota Department of Public
Instruction has issued a new course of study.
It was introduced at a series of orientation
meetings at the state colleges with the col-
lege staffs, county superintendents, and state
department representatives,

New Curriculum Publications
California State Department of Education-

Science in the Elementary School. Sacra-
mento, Calif.: California State Department
of Education. 1945. 418 p. Si. Food and
Nutrition. Sacramento, Calif.: California
State Department of Education. 1945. 160 p.
Paper Covers. 50 cents.

Iowa State Department of Public Instruc-
tion-lowa Secondary School Cooperative
Curriculum Program, Volume I. Des
Moines, Iowa; State Superintendent of
Public Instruction. 1945. 18o p. 5o cents.

Michigan State Department of Education-
The Michigan Secondary Study. Lansing,
Mich.: Michigan State Board of Education.
T945. 45 p. Paper Covers. 25 cents. A re-
port of the Michigan Study of the Secon-
dary School Curriculum. 1937-1945.

North Carolina State Department of Public
Instruction-Language Arts, Grades i-iz.
Raleigh, N. C.:. State Superintendent of
Public Instruction. 1945. 393 p. 5o cents.

Tulsa Public Schools, Tulsa, Okla.: The De-
partment of Curriculum. 1945. Mimeo-
graphed. Teachers Guide for Music Edu-
cation in Elementary Schools. 139 p. $1-25.
Home Living Course-Grade five to grade
twelve. 2o8 p. $3.3o. Arithmetic-Course
of Study for Kindergarten, Pre-Primary,
Grades One and Two. 77 p. 75 cents.
Tentative Units In English for the Sopho-
more and Junior Years, Senior High Srhool.
112 p. $S.
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