
THE LISTENING POST
1950 White House

PRELIMINARY PLANS are being laid
for a Midcentury White House Confer-
ence on Children. A Conference in 1950,
serving as a clarion call to the Nation and
arousing general public as well as profes-
sional attention to children, might well be
one of the most significant events of the
century. The influence of a 1950 Confer-
ence will lie in its rootedness in the funda-
mental needs of children.

Today our American way of life seems
less distinct and less well defined than it
has been in previous years. Recent develop-
ments in the fields of the physical sciences,
and in mechanics in particular, have been
so overwhelming in their effect upon liv-
ing that changes have taken place with a
rapidity confusing to most people. During
the war and postwar years the mere strug-
gle for meeting the demands of living pre-
cluded a comprehensive nation-wide an-
alysis of children's basic needs in a chang-
ing society. Now the general public is
somewhat aware of the crucial condition
in which nations find themselves so that
attention to children may warrant more
discernment and critical analysis. A 1950
White House Conference has the possi-
bility of becoming almost a climactic oc-
casion for this country's evaluation and
determination to invest its resources more
appropriately in the welfare of those who
will be responsible for the future course
of the Nation. The midcentury point,
therefore, offers both a critical and a prom-
ising moment for serious reflection and
for future action.

There have been previous White House
Conferences and each has made its pecul-
iar contribution to the Nation's invest-
ment in its children. In 1909 the Confer-
ence devoted itself to the care of de-
pendent children. In 1919 minimum child
welfare standards were recommended. In
1929 President Hoover called a White
House Conference on Child Health and
Protection. It was this 1929-1930 Confer-
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ence which perhaps has been the best
known because from it there evolved a
report of professional content and infor-
mation which has stimulated wide study
and investigation in the field of child
development. In fact, it is held that the
American Pediatric Society was the direct
result of the 1930 Conference.

The 1940 White House Conference was
held prior to the involvement of this coun-
try in World War II and had for its
theme, a Conference on Children in a
Democracy. An eighty-five-page report
of the recommendations concerning the
needs of every child in a democracy was
the final outgrowth of the x940 Commit-
tee's efforts. World War II had a divert-
ing influence upon the Nation's attention
to children. Mobilization of communities
for their own protection became impera-
tive. But in spite of the fact that more
normal activities of communities were
changed by the war, many communities
experienced a kind of self-investigatory
fact finding which seems to have pertin-
ence for a 1950 Conference.

At the instigation of the National Com-
mission on Children and Youth the Chil-
dren's Bureau as in earlier years is again
spear-heading the planning for a pro-
posed Midcentury Conference on Chil-
dren. Already a joint Interim Committee
composed of representatives of national
organizations and Departments of Govern-
ment whose programs embrace children
and youth are at work with the Children's
Bureau on the framework for a 1950 Con-
ference. Congress has appropriated to the
Children's Bureau a $75,ooo budget re-
quest for the year ahead.

Tentatively the theme, The Child in His
Home and His Community, has been se-
lected for i950. States and communities
already are active in viewing conditions
within their own states which relate di-
rectly to the welfare of children. It has
been agreed that the most effective way
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to survey conditions which pertain to the
specific well-being of children will be
carried forward through local and state
attention. Therefore, planning groups
have been encouraged to organize for the
purpose of reviewing children's legislation
in their respective states. Through the
participation of citizens in general it is
hoped that many more individuals will be-
come acquainted with the exact condi-
tions which prevail.

It is planned that research in child de-
velopment will be considered through
technical professional groups so that prog-
ress made during the late years will be
reviewed and incorporated into the cur-
riculum of colleges and universities and
into practice in general. States and com-
munities will be aided in their active pro-
cess of fact findings regarding practices in
their own areas. Forward looking profes-
sional development will not be lost to
sight. In other words, it is hoped that the

195o Conference will both add to profes-
sional knowledge and stimulate wider lay
use of professional service.

The preliminary planning for a ,Mid-
century White House Conference, which
has included to date a Conference on State
Planning attended by representatives of
most of the states and territories, is viewed
as a Conference already in process. There
has been set in motion iay and professional
zeal for what should become a great tide
of nation-wide interest in children and
in the qualities which modern living is en-
gendering in them. Early enthusiasm for
citizen participation in all-out attention
to the well-being of children and in
youths' interest in their own develop-
ment are encouraging signs of a popular
grasp of what a Nation in active survey
of its own human resources mav achieve.
-Bernice Baxter, U. S. Cbildren's Bureau,
lVashington, D. C., for the ASCD Legis-
lative Comn2ittee.
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KIND
of history

HISTORY ON THE MARCH SERIES
ALLAN NEVINS, General Consultant

In this outstanding HEATH series scholarship, lit-
erary style, illustrations, typography, and design
combine to make history something for children to
approach with eagerness and linger over with de-
light. Here are no unrelated dates and events, but a
dramatic moving picture in which the actors are as
real to young people as their own friends. The child
who learns from these books will acquire an endur-
ing sense of his place in history, and of history's
meaning in his life. Progress Books. Teachers
Guides.
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