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POPULATION AND FOOD

VERY RECENT RECOGNITION of
the fact that our securitv is inextricabl-
meshed with the security of other peoples
is forcing us to face problems that, for-
mnerlv, wvere belielved to be none of our
Ibusiness. Crucial among these ne--old
problems is that of providing a growing
world population xwith a subsistence food
supply.

Two books published in 1948,1 dealing
with this problem, have already made a
considerable impact on the thinking of
our people; and while some of the facts
and conclusions of these writers mav be
controversial.' nevertheless, the data and
ideas presented should be given careful
consideration by leaders in all countries-
and especially by teachers. Here are some
of the facts:

In 163o the population of the world wvas
around 400oo,ooo00,0ooo0; todav it is over
2,000,000,000, and the rate of increase is
now I percent per year.

There are approximately four billion
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acres of arable land on the earth-about
tw o acres per person.

It is generally accepted "that 212 acres
of land of average productivity" are re-
quircd if a "mininium adequate diet" is to
be provided each person.

The United States, today, has some
46o,ooo,ooo acres of crop land-approxi-
mately 3-5 per person. Originally there
x ere rc 6o,ooo,ooo acres.

Russia has 3.5 acres per person; India
has 1.3 acres; China has only- //2 acre.

Of our original good topsoil, approxi-
miately l3 has been lost and xwe are even
nowv losing it at the rate of 5oo,ooo acres
per year. This picture of heedless deple-
tion of resources is repeated in every
field: timber, grazing land, oil, minerals,
xwater, x ild life, fish. Furthermore, this

exhaustion of natural resources is now
going forward in practically all areas of
the earth: Europe, Asia, Africa, the
Americas.

NWhat is the ansx er? Education. Intel-
'ligent. cooperative management of natural
resources. Voluntary population control.
Bunt the funrda'zcltal solutionl is education..:
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