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Community Experiences in the Curriculum

"HE purpose of the school is to de- 
elop local, state and world citizens who 
re capable of maintaining and improv- 
ng the society in which they live. Com- 
nunity study activity is necessary, there- 
ore, in the school curriculum, and ma- 
erials are valuable that will aid the
 acher in using the community as a re- 
ource which can be brought into the 
lassroom, as well as in using the com- 
nunity as a laboratory in which the 
lass can work and study. 
Helping the teacher requires (i) aids 

hat will increase the teacher's under- 
tanding of the value of community ex- 
>eriences in the school's curriculum, (2) 
ids that will give the teacher practical 
uggestions as to what to do and where 
o do it, (3) aids that will encourage 
iv citi/ens to participate with the 
eacher and the school staff in the use 
I community resources. The first seven 
mlletins listed illustrate these points.
* Portland Public Schools. The Class- 
nom Our Community:A Community 
Resource Handbook. Department of In- 
tructional Materials, Portland, Oregon, 
anuary, 1950, 45 p. (mimeographed).
This bulletin dealing with specific 

ocal community resources for field trips
a valuable example for other school 

vstems to follow. The bulletin contains 
ital field trip statistics such as the name 

if the person to call, telephone number, 
jrade level for which this resource can 
'ell be used, nature of the activity, 
eni>tli of visit, and times convenient 
or visits.
-Batluirst, Effie G., Where Children 
>ve Affects Curriculum. Bulletin 1950,

February, 1 951

No. 7, Federal Security Agency, U. S. 
Office of Education. U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, 1950, 77 p. 
at, cents.

Community experiences of children 
should be related to classroom activities, 
and should point the way toward cur 
riculum improvement. That is the point 
of this well-written pamphlet which 
aims at a curriculum concerned with 
school-community relationships. The 
text illustrates the social problems that 
children can help solve, as well as stu 
dent activities that can be related to 
home and family living, local activities, 
arts and handicraft, and social under 
standing.
^- State Department of Public Instruc 
tion. . Education for Home and Family 
Lh/ing In Michigan. Bulletin No. 295. 
Lansing: State Department of Public 
Instruction, 1950, 59 p. (mimeo.)

By coordinating activities of school 
staffs with lay people, ten Michigan 
communities have studied programs for 
improving home and family living. This 
bulletin describes the conditions in fam 
ily living which make new demands 
upon education, the processes used in 
evolving programs of action, and gives 
suggestions for similar programs. 
^- Parley, Edgar S. and Goldenstein, 
Erwin H., Facing the Facts of Atomic 
Energy. L incoln: Nebraska State De 
partment of Public Instruction, 1949,
2-1 P-

This resource unit for Nebraska
teachers, similar to Illinois arid Wiscon 
sin publications, encourages the devel 
opment of an intelligent world citizen.

ya



The numerous activities and references 
indicated in this pamphlet should stim- 
late small groups of local teachers to 
create similar atomic energy resource 
units.
^- State Department of Public Instruc 
tion. M ichigan Edii-calion During the 
World Crisis. Lansing: State Depart 
ment of Public Instruction, October 16, 
1950, 4 p.

Although this timely bulletin is only 
four pages in length, it stresses an im 
portant point: civil defense is a com 
munity problem, and education should 
offer its services to the community civil 
defense movement. Fifteen pertinent 
suggestions are offered as probable con 
tributions that the school can make to 
this task.
>- Buffalo Public Schools. Who /.« My 
Neighbor? Buffalo, 1946, 55 p. 
^ Buffalo Public Schools. Community 
Relations Committee: A Bulletin of the 
Buffalo Board of Education prepared 
in cooperation with the Board of Com 
munity Relations. Buffalo, June 5, 
1950,4 p.

These two bulletins deal with the de 
velopment of healthy intergroup atti 
tudes. The first bulletin describes what 
Buffalo elementary schools are doing re 

garding intergroup relationships. Th 
"second reports on the over-all commiii 
ity problems of human relationshij 
that affect school life. 
>• Ysleta Public Schools. Gror 
Through Creative Art. Tentai 
Guide] Grades f-J'l/f. Ysleta, Tex;, 
1950-51, 11 a p. (mimeographed).

All the techniques using different ar 
media which are practical for use in th( 
elementary school are brought togethe 
in this guide. A wealth of illustratior 
are offered as well as appropriate siif 
gestions for correlating art work vviti 
other subject categories. 
^- Los Angeles City School Districts 
Guiding the Learning Experiences r> 
Young Children. Curriculum Division 
Publication No. 477, Los Angeles 
208 p.

Prepared by a large number o 
members, this illustrated and ueil- 
dexed guide is concerned with buildiii 
an adequate program for kindergartei 
and grade one children. The public; 
tion contains four sections: Becomin; 
Better Acquainted with Youns: C' ' 
dren. Guiding Learning Expert 
Young Children, Guiding Begin.... 
Reading Experiences, and Planning thi 
Daily Program.

SOCIAL EDUCATION OF YOUNG CHILDREN
For teachers and xu/)en>iwr\ of the kindergarten nml primary grades 

Edited by M ARY WILI.COCKSON

Suggestions for the curriculum; concrete descriptions of teacher-experiences for 
the kindergarten and the first, second, and third grades: suggestions for class 
room materials: audio-visual aids, books, periodicals, and community re 
sources.

Curriculum Series Number Four 
Revised Edition, \farch 1950 
Pages, 120. Price, $1.50
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