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Resource-Use Education and the Curriculum

DURING the past decade, increasing 
concern and interest in relating schools 
to community living have been evi 
denced both in action programs and 
in professional literature. This concern 
for improved living through education 
has been centered around developing 
community schools, developing the cur 
riculum about problems of living, em 
phasizing conservation education, and 
developing a resource-use education 
emphasis. For decades, of course, there 
has existed a national interest in con 
servation education. This interest has 
paralleled to a great extent the national 
interest and action in the area of con 
servation of natural resources.

Within the past decade a movement 
with a focus different from that of con 
servation education has been emerging 
in schools, particularly in the South 
and Southwest. This movement at 
tempts to focus upon the positive pro 
gram of resource development and wise 
use of resources. This approach em 
phasizes the concepts that the school 
should be an integral community in 
stitution, that the school's program 
should help people see and understand 
both what is a nd what can be, and that 
we live in what is increasingly coming 
to be one world. This emphasis is quite 
clearly evident in some statements and 
proposals in what is traditionally called 
conservation education.

Emphasis On Improved Living
The extent to which this emphasis 

on improved living is now permeating 
approaches to conservation education
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is evident in a recent Office of Educa 
tion publication, Better Living 
Through Wise Use of Resources (Fed 
eral Security Agency, Office of Educa 
tion, Bulletin 1950, No. 15. Price 25 
cents.) This publication gives a brief 
account of the importance of our nat 
ural resources, a statement on resource 
destruction (not as pessimistic as Vogt's 
The Road Ahead), and suggestions as 
to how we may avert tragedy. The "true 
meaning of conservation" is then de 
fined as consisting of "development as 
much as protection," of "renewal or 
restoration of resources, rather than in 
discriminate consumption," and of 
"continuous effort to relate satisfac 
torily the methods and techniques of 
development and utilization of re 
sources to advances in science and tech 
nology." The publication then gives 
teachers various principles of conserva 
tion education, suggests the kinds of 
pupil activities appropriate to this cur 
riculum emphasis, and describes some 
materials available for use with chil 
dren and youth.

In the Southern region particularly 
resource-use education has had great 
emphasis. During the past six years the 
attempt to point toward resource de 
velopment through schools has received 
special impetus from the Committee on 
Southern Regional Studies and Educa 
tion of the American Council on Ed 
ucation. Various state curriculum 
programs in the nineteen-thirties, the 
development of TVA, the Sloan Foun 
dation Experiment in Applied Eco 
nomics, and other types of regional
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Supervision for Better Schools
By Kimball Wiles, University of Florida
Democratic concepts of leaderships are tarried to their utmost, logical goal in this im 
portant new text. The primary purpose of the book is to show students the supervisor's role 
in modern American society. It describes the supervisor in five distinct sections, accenting 
ihe human elements: supervision as skill in leadership. Human Relations. Croup Process. 
Personnel Administration, and Kvaluation. Specific suggestions at the1 end of cadi chapter 
show students how ihc text's theories can l>est be applied. 
Published I9;,o 330 oagcs a 'Vi" x 8'/i"

Duties of School Principals, Second Edition
By Paul B. Jacobson, University of Oregon; William C. Reavis, Uni 
versity of Chicago, and James D. Logsdon, Shorewood (Wisconsin) 
High School
This suctessful text has been brought up to date with new material: student welfare, public 
relations, sludent-teachcr-parent relations, salaries and opportunities in the field. Other 
outstanding features are: latest articles and hooks about principalship have been synthe- 
si/ed; both elementary and secondary principalship duties are included; deals with ad 
ministration as a profession, its aims and work; procedures pretested in hundreds of class 
rooms.

Published IQ',0

Prentice-Hall Inc.

791 pages

Send for your co/iies today! 

70 Fifth Avenue

51/0" x 81//'

New York 11, N. Y.

collaboration and development have 
pointed toward or contributed directly 
to this educational emphasis of the 
committee. During the past six years 
staff members in state departments of 
education specifically concerned with 
resource-use have been appointed in 
most Southern and Southwestern states.

Many states have prepared materials 
on state resources for use by schools. 
Some states have set up resource com 
missions, while teacher education in 
stitutions have developed or expanded 
courses related to education and re 
source development. The Southern Ed 
ucational Film Production Service has 
also been organized to produce films for 
educational institutions. Several out 
standing films have been released and 
one is now in process of production on 
the resources of North Carolina.

Most recent publication describing 
developments in the South and propos-
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ing guides to action is Learning by Liv 
ing (subtitle, Education for Wise Use of 
Resources), a cooperative project of the 
Committee on Southern Regional Stud 
ies and Education and the Southern 
States Work Conference. The publica 
tion is distributed through the State 
Department of Education, Tallahassee, 
Florida. It develops a point of view re 
garding resource-use education, suggests 
methods and techniques for building 
school programs, points out appro 
priate methods of evaluation and de 
scribes some programs of action.

A distinctive feature of this publica 
tion is that it includes chapters devoted 
to administration of school programs 
for the intelligent use of resources and 
to the education of teachers and admin 
istrators for participation in resource- 
use education programs. A major diffi 
culty encountered in many school situ 
ations is the traditional framework
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within which the curriculum usually is 
organized. Teachers generally are ex 
pected to add to the existing courses of 
study, rather than to reorient the in 
structional program. This problem is 
here treated as a challenge to and a 
responsibility of cooperative leadership. 
Included lor guidance of the adminis 
trator are various suggestions on curric 
ulum organization, procedures lor 
encouraging in-service growth and 
methods of cooperating with commu 
nity agencies.

The chapter devoted to teacher ed 
ucation similarly analyzes the responsi 
bilities of colleges, ways whereby 
courses in colleges may help to increase 
the competence of teachers, and pro 
cedures for introducing pre-service 
teachers to action programs. This pub- 

llication represents the culmination of a 
| period of five years of study, experi- 
1 mentation and action.

Materials for Children

Teachers concerned with relating 
their teaching to resource development 
constantly face the problem of finding 
appropriate materials. While materials 
are available on resources and their de 
velopment, such materials are generally 
written for use by adults. In most of 
these materials the vocabulary would 
seem to be too difficult to permit wide 
usage with children. Commercial text 
books, written for national use and at 
the same time related primarily to local, 
state, or regional problems, have not as 
yet been successfully produced. While 
this condition has been generally recog 
nized for some time, apparently only 
sporadic efforts have been made to pro 
vide solutions.

Within recent years, local school 
systems, state departments of education 
and of health, and other organized

Two New Rand McNally Geographies*
1. Geography of American Peoples—McConnell

This bonk brings lo \oti ihc geographic story (man in space) of the United Stafes and 
other pans of the America*. It is concerned primarily with people where they live, how 
and why they live as they do. Gradual development of concepts anil skills makes for sim 
plicity, clarity, and interest. A basic book for the study of the Americas. Recommended 
for middle grade level.

2. Geography and World Affairs—Jones-Murphy
The theme of this book is expressed in the title. Its purpose is to help students fit to 
gether their knowledge of geography and history lo make our political world under 
standable to them. World affairs are everybody's affairs today and social responsibility 
(an only come from social competence. Junior-Senior level.

"Moth hooks ;ire replete with the finest text-maps ever puhlished. Rand McNally Maps.

RAND McNALLY & COMPANY
111 Eighth Ave. 
New York 11, N. Y.

536 S. Clark St. 
Chicago 5, Illinois

575 Minion St.
San Francisco 5, Calif.
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groups have moved toward at least par 
tial alleviation of this scarcity of ma 
terials. In connection with the Sloan 
Experiment in Applied Economics, ma 
terials were designed and produced spe 
cifically to provide assistance on prob 
lems of living in local communities. 
Kentucky's Resources, and Florida: 
Wealth or Waste a re illustrations of 
materials produced for state-wide use.

Exploring the South (Vance, Ivey 
and Bond, University of North Caro 
lina Press, 1949) is a publication for use 
at the junior high school level. It uses 
a carefully chosen vocabulary and is the 
result of tryouts and of experimental 
introduction in many schools. The 
book first presents a point of view to 
ward the South and its place in the na 
tion and toward resources and how 
they can be used for better living. The 
major units are Man and Land, Using 
Resources in Agriculture, Using Other 
Natural Resources, Using Resources in 
Manufacturing, and Building a Better 
South. This book has an appealing 
style, is well written, treats issues and 
conditions objectively, and points to 
ways of improved living. This approach 
to resource-use education has great po 
tentialities and will undoubtedly be 
adopted in other states and regions.

Many large school systems now recog 
nize the importance of developing ma 
terials specifically related to the re 
sources, services and needs of their par 
ticular service area. A good illustration 
of this trend is B uilding Atlanta's 
Future ( Ivey, Demerath and Breland, 
University of North Carolina Press, 
1948). Designed for use at the junior 
high school level, this publication is 
divided into four parts: Raw Materials 
of Cities, Cities Serve People, Meeting 
Group Needs, and Guiding City 
Growth. Other large school systems 
have produced or are in process of pro 
ducing similar materials for local use.
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Another publication specifically for 
children is M uddy Water, by Henrie 
Andrew Howell. This book is the result 
of a contest sponsored by the Commit 
tee on Studies and Standards of the 
American Association of Colleges for 
Teacher Education. Published in 1949, 
the book may be secured from the Proj 
ect in Applied Economics, University of 
Florida. M uddy Water i s a fictional ac 
count of a family's efforts to reclaim a 
farm that was already "worn out." The 
story's human interest appeal, its por 
trayal of the young boy Chuck, and its 
forward-moving nature combine to pro 
duce a delightful publication.

NEWER CONCEPTS OF METHOD

Learning and Instruction. (49th 
Yearbook of the National Society for 
the Study of Education, G. Lester An- 
derson, Chairman. University of Chi 
cago Press, Chicago, 1950.) The purpose 
of this yearbook, according to the chair 
man, is "to focus the relevant data and 
concepts from the psychology of learn 
ing upon the problems of instruction in 
the elementary and secondary schools.' 
In carrying out this purpose, the an 
thors set four tasks for themselves:

1. Stating how learning proceeds as 
a psychological process and how chil 
dren are motivated to learn.
2. Describing how certain aspects or 
categories of behavior (such as motor 
skills or attitudes) are learned.
3. Pointing out the implications for 
instruction of accumulated knowl 
edge from the field of learning.
4. Redefining instruction in term: 
of the school as a laboratory for 
learning.

The point of view set forth is that 
"the classroom must cease to be a lesson- 
hearing room and must become a learn 
ing laboratory." Instruction, according 
to the authors, is "guidance of learning
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———THE TEACHING OF GEOGRAPHY———
A Dynamic Approach 

By Roderick Peattie, Ohio University

"I think this book will be of great help to those of us who are trying to make geogra 
phy the important core subject of a curriculum suitable for 'one world' ". Sidney 
E. Ekblaw, University of Kansas City

"A book filled with ideas, I am much pleased with it." John W. Reith, University 
oj Southern California

"Dr. Peattie has written this in a very human direct way which alerts readers and 
makes them conscious of many materials and procedures that make for good teach 
ing." Lyda Belthuis, University oj Minnesota

"I think it is one of the most interesting and unusual books of its kind that I have 
ever read. I believe that most geography teaching would be improved by following 
Dr. Peattie's excellent suggestions, in regard to study as well as to methods." May 
W. DeBlieux, Louisiana State University 
Large Octavo 185 pages. $ 1.90

APPLETON-CENTURY-CROFTS, INC.
———————35 West 32nd Street New York 1, New York———————

 a process of bringing about behav 
ioral changes by selecting and organiz 
ing content or activities and stimulat 
ing the interaction of pupils with the 
content or activities." Educational 
method, they write, must be thought of 
in terms of the child and how he learns.

This yearbook, therefore, symbolizes 
a newer concept of method as the proc 
ess of directing children's learning 
rather than as the application of tech 
niques designed merely to impart in 
formation.

The Improvement of Practical Intel 
ligence. ( R. Bruce Raup, George E. 
Axtelle, Kenneth Benne and B. Othanel 
Smith. Harper & Bros., N.Y.C., 1950.)

This book, first' published in a 
limited edition under the title. The 
Discipline of Practical Judgment, de 
fines in terms of basic pedagogical prin 
ciples the central task of education for
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every level, from kindergarten to col 
lege. That task, according to the au 
thors, is so to exercise the student's 
intelligence that he can make wise 
practical judgments in both his per 
sonal life and the larger social prob 
lems of living in a democratic society. 

The authors emphasize that the 
proper exercise of intelligence or judg 
ment is not a simple "intellectual" act, 
but a process which involves the whole 
person in terms of desire, understand 
ing and the will to act. In short, the 
central task of education is to develop 
in every individual a dynamic relation 
ship between knowledge and action. 
How that task can be approached ef 
fectively is the basic concern of this im 
portant book that merits the thoughtful 
attention of all educators. Charles R. 
Spain, Dean of Instruction, George 
Peabody College for Teachers.
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