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This year The Curriculum Commentator appears under the guidance of a new 
rnluinn editor, Isabel II. Lewis, of Ilie School of l:tlucation, \orlliweslern I'niversity, 
li'.i>an.iton, Illinois. Major purpose of the "Commentator" is thai of helping our rend 
ers keep up to date on current happenings in supen'ision and cnrrit tiluin develop 
ment.

Guest contributors for this issue tire: liichard liarnes kcnnan, Secretar\, \atiotial 
Commission for the Defense of Democracy through Education, \h.A, who describes 
a current attack upon teachers in public schools; and J. Cecil Parker, associate pro 
fessor, School of Education, l'niversit\ of California, Berkeley, who comments on 
some helpful materials for planning in-service education.

"Is Your Doctor Your Friend?"

WHAT has been referred to by some 
individuals as a most shocking and 
violent attack of one profession upon 
another occurred on June 13 at the 
Atlantic City meeting of the American 
Medical Association. At that time a 
resolution was adopted' which contains 
the following statement: "Whereas, 
many of our educators and many of the 
organizations to which they belong have 
for many years conducted an active, ag 
gressive campaign to indoctrinate their 
students in grammar school, high 
school, and college with the insidious 
and destructive tenets of the welfare 
state, this teaching of hatred and scorn 
for the American system of private 
enterprise having been so widespread 
and successful that as a result our voters 
are conditioned to accept all manner of 
totalitarian expedients in direct viola 
tion of economic law." This vicious 
charge was tied to the suggestion that 
the schools were promoting the cause 
of "socialized medicine." The resolu 
tion went on to endorse the so-called

'Copies of this resolution may he obtained 
by writing to ASCD, NEA, 1201   iGth Street, 
N.W., Washington 6, D.C.
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"Bill of Grievances" of the Sons of 
the American Revolution and called 
for an investigation by Congress of the 
entire school system with particular 
reference to textbooks.

It is interesting to note that this ac 
tion on the part of the American Medi 
cal Association came at approximately 
the same time that Alien Zoll, one of 
the most violent opponents of public 
education, had propagandized many of 
the doctors of the country, claiming 
that the schools were promoting social 
ized medicine and asking for support 
for the National Council for American 
Education and for Zoll's campaign of 
attack on the schools.

Teachers Oppose Communism
The propriety and the wisdom of 

one profession's examining the working 
tools of another profession is in itself 
an interesting point to consider. A 
teacher might note, for example, that 
curare is being used in the treatment 
of lockjaw: he might even observe that 
physicians sometimes prescribe a medi 
cine that contains nilroglycerin. He 
may be very well aware that curare is 
a deadly person which is used on the



tips of arrows and that nitroglycerin 
is a violent explosive.

The words, "Communism," "Fas 
cism," "collectivism," et cetera, occur 
in some school textbooks and in some 
courses of study. Like the medicines 
mentioned above, these words might 
be used for sinister purposes or they 
might be used for benevolent and in 
formative reasons. The great majority 
of public school teachers in this country 
are firmly and officially on record as 
favoring the teaching a bout Commu 
nism so that youngsters and future vot 
ing citizens may recognize the dangers 
of this totalitarian dictatorship now 
existent; but they are completely op 
posed to the advocacy of Communism 
in any classroom in this country or to 
the employment of any Communist as 
a teacher.

Would the medical profession se 
cretly advocate the use of curare, for 
instance, as a means of wiping out 
proponents of sociali/.ed medicine? 
Such an idea is absurd. Yet it is just 
as fantastic for the doctors to infer that 
"many of our educators and many of 
the organizations to which they belong" 
are anything but loyal and sincere in 
their devotion to America.

Spirit of Confidence '

The most effective tool of the medi 
cal profession has never been its surgi 
cal instruments or its medicines, but 
rather the spirit of confidence between 
the doctor and the patient. This cur 
rent attack on the great rank and file 
of American teachers may have its most 
damaging effect in the breaking do\vn 
of the relationship between individual 
teachers across this country and their 
family doctors unless there is a com 
plete and immediate abrogation on the 
part of the American Medical Associa 
tion of the tactics which brought about 
this resolution. Otherwise this attack

October, 1951

will certainly cause a great deal of un- 
happiness and a very real loss to both 
professional groups.

The writer, a former hygiene teacher 
himself, in his nearly thirty years of 
experience in public education, has 
never heard any sentiments expressed 
by teachers or by teacher organizations 
along the line charged by the Ameri 
can Medical Association.

Dear reader, this A.M.A. resolution 
is not an attack on Mary Jones in 
Ponkapoag; because it makes no limita 
tions in its charges, it is a direct smear 
on you and on every other member of 
the teaching profession. What are you 
going to do about it?

An outright national warfare be 
tween the teaching profession and the 
medical profession is unthinkable. The 
question is not that of whether or not 
we should have socialized medicine in 
this country. That question should be 
fought out on its merits and not in 
any name-calling, besmirching cam 
paign. Certainly teachers never have 
and never will lower themselves to any 
such vilification of the medical pro 
fession as the resolution adopted by 
the A.M.A. House of Delegates directs 
toward the teaching profession.

Time for Individual Action

The real answer in the last analysis 
will undoubtedly lie in the activities 
of individual doctors and teachers. 
Most of us have doctors in our families 
as well as doctors to whom we go for 
advice and treatment. Every teacher in 
this country now has a direct responsi 
bility to go to every doctor with whom 
she is acquainted and ask him whether 
or not he really is suspicious of the 
teachers who are his patients and rela 
tives. If he really has such suspicions, 
then he has a responsibility of first im 
portance to name the individuals and 
the instances and produce the evidence
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to be placed before the proper school 
authorities for action. If lie does not 
have such evidence, and if he docs not 
really suspect you and your colleagues, 
then he has just as great a responsibil 
ity to write to the American Medical 
Association, to the National Education 
Association and to "the President, the 
Vice President, the members of the 
United States Senate and the House of 
Representatives" to whom the original 
resolution was to be sent, stating that 
he does not know of any subversive 
teachers or activities in schools in his 
community.

The oldest joint committee in the 
National Education Association is that 
of the American Medical Association 
and the National Education Associa 
tion. Out of it have come relationships 
nnd contributions of mutual value to 
these associations. Not at any time lias 
(lie National Education Association or 
any other worthy educational organiza 
tion, to the best of the writer's knowl 
edge, ever attacked the American Medi 

cal Association or any other medical 
group. The shameful and unwarranted 
action of the A.M.A., in adopting the 
above-mentioned resolution, is the first 
case of mud-slinging to have occurred 
in the thirty-year relationship between 
the teachers and the doctors, or for that 
matter, in the centuries-long relation 
ship between doctors and teachers.

Note: Word received since this article 
was sent to the printer states that the 
A.M.A. Journal i s planning an editorial 
"clarifying" the above-mentioned reso 
lution. There is rumor also that the 
A.M.A. Executive Board 1 may take 
similar or stronger action. If school 
people and their friends are alert and 
will make a gootl approach to their 
doctors this "attack" may well turn into 
an opportunity for better understand 
ing of and stronger support for the 
American public school system. 
—Richard Hnnics Kcnnan. Secretary, 
National Commission for the Defense 
of Democracy through Education, NEA.

Helpful Materials for Planning In-Service Education

"CHANGE and improvement in the 
curriculum will result only as there are 
changes in the values, understanding 
or skills of the school personnel. Par 
ticipation in groups is one of the most 
effective means of providing school per 
sonnel with opportunities to share in 
decisions which affect them, and to 
learn the needed modifications in their 
values, understandings and skills." 1 We

^Action ftir C.tirfirnlun) I 
C.I). Yearbook, 1951, p. 116.
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have decided to label many of our 
efforts to provide such opportunities as 
in-service education. Most of us are 
busy trying to learn how to make in- 
service education activities more effec 
tive than they have been in the past. 

We are learning that all enterprises 
intended to bring about change in 
school personnel must put sound prin 
ciples of learning to work in real and 
vital contexts. Probably it is more ac 
curate to say that we are about to learn 
and that we are seeking the under-
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