
s;iy, "I know, for I have been there and 
seen these things with my own eyes."

In Conclusion

More than 1,100 teen-agers have had 
or are now having the experience of a 
year of American life. The State De 
partment believes in this program and 
so do the sponsoring agencies, the foster 
families, the teachers, and the com 
munities that have shared the experi 
ence.

The sponsors say they could easily 
double their quotas. The National

Grange director is sure that he could 
find homes for at least 700. The Depart 
ment provides transportation, $75 a 
year clothing allowance, $ 12 a month 
spending money, and $20 a month to 
ward maintenance for each teen-ager. 
We believe that it is money well spent. 
We hope that the program can be con 
tinued and expanded. We look to the 
high school teachers to continue the 
good work they are doing in helping 
and befriending these children of our 
former enemy to help make them future 
friends and leaders.

Education for International Understanding
REUBEN R. PALM

How can a large school system best organize a program to improve the 

international understanding of teachers and of boys and girls in their 

classrooms? Reuben R. Palm is director, Division of Secondary Educa 

tion, County of Los Angeles Public Schools, California.

FROM the time of the organization of 
the Delphic Amphictyony and the 
Achaean League, federations of inde 
pendent city states, to the present 
United Nations, peoples have attempted 
through political organization to gain 
increased protection against the likeli 
hood of war. To date none of the many 
attempts has succeeded to the extent de 
sired. One reason is that the task of 
maintaining peace is dependent not 
only upon effective political organiza 
tion, but also upon adequate interna 
tional understanding. Up to the pres 
ent, cultural differences between groups 
ot peoples comprising states or nations 
have been so great that the degree of 
understanding necessary in order to
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maintain adequate international or- 
gani/ation for peace has been insuf 
ficient. '.

To achieve the necessary understand 
ing, provision for thorough and ex 
tensive education is needed, educa 
tion which will equip people with the 
knowledges, skills and concepts whicli 
they must have in order to be effective 
world citi/ens in addition to being citi 
zens of their own member nations. Edu 
cation is also needed which will develop 
on the part of youth and adults an un 
flagging feeling of necessity and con 
cern for the importance of peace for the 
future of civili/ation. At the same time, 
education must also provide people 
with the necessary information and
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facts to enable them to approach the 
task of building for peace realistically 
 and of keeping America strong in 
every way until world peace is assured. 

Cultural diversity may at times be a 
deterrent to world peace, yet we know 
also that cultural differences can be uti 
lized to enrich and strengthen the liv 
ing of mankind and thereby make the 
world a richer and better place in which 
to live. Education must help peoples of 
differing cultures to see what it is that 
they have in common which when 
added together is greater than what 
each has separately. Education must 
also enable people to see that unity 
can be achieved without undue loss of 
diversity. For example, a common lan 
guage can be the possession of peoples 
of different cultures, at the same time 
a> language indigenous to each is re 
tained. . .

Los ANGELES SCHOOLS DEVELOP 
INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING

In the Los Angeles metropolitan area 
there is a total population well in ex 
cess of four million. Within this total 
are large numbers of persons of dif 
ferent races and nationalities who have 
come from all parts of the world ami 
therefore represent many different cul 
tures and value systems. This provides 
a situation favorable to international 
education which some areas of our 
country do not have. Consequently, 
some of the methods of education which 
have been developed with success, may 
not meet with equal success if used else 
where under different circumstances.

Through Adult Education

The local chapter of the United Na 
tions Association, successor to the
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former League of Nations Association, 
engages in active educational work 
among the middle and leadership 
classes of adults. Its work consists of 
sponsoring United Nations study  
discussion conferences, neighborhood 
study groups, radio programs, forum 
meetings and annual United Nations 
writing contests for high school youth. 
It cooperates with the local Council 
on Unesco in furtherance of its pro 
gram of educational activities.

Evening high schools sponsor and 
conduct evening forums which include 
many programs designed to foster im 
proved international understanding. 
These forums draw large audiences and 
over a period of years have reached 
large numbers of people in all parts of 
the Los Angeles metropolitan area. 
Their popularity as well as effectiveness 
stems from the fact that they are under 
public school auspices and open to all 
who wish to attend. As a result of ,the 
activities of the local chapter of the 
United Nations Association, the local 
Council for Unesco, the many evening 
high school adult education forums, 
and the living presence of many repre 
sentatives of different racial and ethnic 
groups in the Los Angeles area, in 
creased awareness and understanding 
of international problems and the many 
and complex issues which must be re 
solved in order to have world peace 
are the possession of a considerable 
number of adults.

Through In-Service Education

Experiences which children and 
youth have in schools during the next 
few years will in considerable measure 
help to determine whether attempts 
made thus far at developing interna 
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tional organisation for the prevention 
of war, will continue to be made and 
improved to the point where people 
will accept and trust such organi/ation 
as a normal procedure and way of life.

Because no ready-made course of 
study on international understanding 
accompanied by appropriate instruc 
tional materials was available, and be 
cause they reali/ed their own inade 
quacies as individuals to plan and de 
velop appropriate educational experi 
ences for children anil youth in their 
classes, central curriculum offices in the 
larger city school systems, and the 
county superintendent of schools office 
set u p i n-service education activities. 
These activities were designed to 
heighten the interest of teachers in 
furthering international understanding 
as well as to develop understanding of 
appropriate methods and procedures to 
use in their own classrooms.

One in-service education activity con 
sists of annual teachers institutes and 
workshops with institute credit. In 
cluded are lectures by authorities on 
international affairs, exchange teachers 
and foreign students. Also there are 
workshops planned by curriculum lead 
ers to acquaint teachers with the aims 
and purposes of education for interna 
tional understanding; the nature of in 
structional materials available or how 
to develop them; and demonstration of 
appropriate classroom methods and 
procedures.

In districts having more than one 
building, and few districts do not, it is 
customary in some to have for each 
building a United Nations or Unesco 
chairman who makes it a point to keep 
informed and to participate in all insti 
tute and workshop in-service education
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activities, and also to inform the teach 
ers in his or her own building with 
regard to appropriate activities and 
procedures to be used throughout the 
school in developing international un 
derstanding. Responsibilities or activi 
ties of such building chairmen include: 
organi/ation of international under 
standing faculty study committees; initi 
ating or launching school-wide activities . 
such as Care Programs; international 
correspondence; initiating plans for UN 
Week observance; serving as liaison per 
son with departments of the school so 
each will contribute according to a co 
ordinated and integrated plan; work 
ing with the librarian in obtaining and 
making available to teachers materials 
suitable for in-service education of the 
faculty and for use in classrooms with 
students; and also calling the attention 
of teachers to institute sessions antl 
adult education forums dealing with 
problems of world peace and interna 
tional understanding.

Through Observance of United 
Nations Week

The local chapter of the United Na 
tions Association annually takes leader 
ship in offering suggestions to civic or 
ganizations and the schools for the ob 
servance of United Nations Week. In 
addition to making suggestions direct 
to the organizations and schools in 
volved, it makes available to central 
curriculum offices of school districts 
throughout the Los Angeles area, sug 
gestions and information which can be 
incorporated into plans for observance 
of United Nations Week by all schools 
throughout the system. With such help 
the curriculum division of one school 
system (Los Angeles City) developed.
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the following list of suggestions as be 
ing appropriate activities in which to 
engage in preparation lor and observ 
ance of United Nations Week:

  Arrange for an exhibit in the library 
and/or bulletin cases.
  Use experiences of teachers and 
pupils who have seen war's desolation 
at first hand as springboard for discus 
sion of need for Unesco efforts. 
« Plan with the art department for a 
poster contest.   '
  Arrange with public speaking classes 
for traveling student speakers to talk 
to social studies classes on topics re 
lated to UN Unesco.
  Discuss with the Unesco Club ways 
in which they could contribute to UN 
Week.
  Suggest that teachers of different 
grades in elementary schools refer to 
Developing Hitman Relations in the 
I:lemcnta)y Schools, for specific ways in 
which they can contribute to UN Week 
in the classroom.
  Elementary schools contact Red 
Cross if they wish to initiate corre- 
spendence or some gift project.
  Suggest that members of each de 
partment in secondary schools develop 
specific ways in which they can con 
tribute to UN Week.
  Initiate some Unesco activity, if your 
principal approves, e.g., a Gift Coupon 
Project, a Unesco Care Book Project.

Several World Friendship Clubs of 
high school students, each with a fac 
ulty sponsor, have been formed with 
common goals and purposes as well as 
programs of activities. Culminating the 
activities of the clubs at the end of 
each year, is "an all-day spring confer-
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ence of World Friendship Clubs in the 
Los Angeles metropolitan area.

Thnmgh Audio-Visual Materials

One of the most effective means of 
developing international understand 
ing is through use of films, filmstrips, 
art reproductions and transcriptions or 
recordings suitable for particular class1- 
room situations. Recognizing this need, 
one central office curriculum and audio 
visual department (Los Angeles County) 
developed illustrated brochures of 
audio-visual materials dealing with the 
aims and ideals of the United Nations, 
with children of other lands, geographic 
and ethnic patterns, creative expres 
sion, personal relationships, and the UN.

Through Human Relations Project

Ideals, attitudes and conduct essen 
tial for international understanding 
are basically similar to the ideals, atti 
tudes and patterns of behavior char 
acteristic of all good human relations. 
Recogni/ing this, several school systems 
in the Los Angeles area joined together 
three years ago in the formation of a 
Human Relations Project in order to 
share under one leadership one an 
other's problems and experiences, and 
in order to use and obtain economically 
outside resource persons noted for their 
knowledge of human relations.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES ENHANCE 
INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING

Considerable furtherance of interna 
tional understanding can be achieved 
through the various procedures which 
have been enumerated. Much must also 
be achieved, however, through pro 
grams of regular classroom study and 
discussion.



Soti;il studies (lasses in the junior 
high school study Old World begin 
nings, particularly from the standpoint 
of distinguishing characteristics of dif 
ferent groups of peoples and their cul 
tures. In world history at the senior 
high level, study is made of the main 
lacts with regard to the rise and prog- 
i"ess of national states and with that 
rise the accompanying problem of wars 
and international misunderstandings.

Though there are many good stand 
ard world history materials a commit 

tee of teachers of the Los Angeles 
County Schools with assistance from a 
representative of the central office cur 
riculum staff prepared a series of five 
units entitled. World Citizenship, i n 
the areas of race, culture, geography, 
economics and politics. While the units 

draw on much material from world 
history, they also incorporate much 
other pertinent information and ma 
terials not generally presented in regu 
lar world history textbooks.

In many schools international rela 
tions are given special emphasis in the 

twelfth grade American or senior prob 
lems course. Where formerly emphasis 
was chiefly upon sociology, economics, 
and government in the United States 
the course has been expanded to in 
clude their operation on an interna 
tional scale, such as the International 
Monetary Fund, the International 
Bank, the International Trade Organ i- 
/ation, and the International Telecom 
munications Union.

In some schools an elective course in 
world literature has been included lor 
many years in the F.nglish offering. 
However, since the advent of World 
War II, and of increased interest in 
world affairs, many schools are giving

special attention to the use of literature 
ir. all English classes as a means for 
deepening understanding of human 
nature as represented among all peo 
ples throughout the world, as well as 
the problems and factors which moti 
vate their behavior. Correspondence 
with boys and girls in schools of other 
lands is a very frequent type of writing 
activity.

In science classes study is made of the 
contributions of scientists in other 
countries to the advancement of human 
welfare. In many physical science classes 
an attempt is made to show how de 
structive atomic warfare could be to 
humanity, and therefore the need for 
improvement of international under 
standing and effective organi/ation for 
maintaining peace.

Teachers of certain elective subjects 
also contribute to education for im 
proved international understanding. 
For example, one city school system 
(Los Angeles) in one of its bulletins 
to foreign language teachers, suggests, 
among several things they can do to 

further international understanding, 
the following:

  Because of their unique preparation 
and educational background, foreign 

language teachers should welcome the 
opportunity of assuming the sponsor 
ship of any organi/ation in the school 
concerned with intercultural relations.
  Foreign language teachers may well 
take the responsibility of helping to 
resolve problems which occasionally 
occur within a school, clue to misunder 
standing of cultural backgrounds or to 

language difficulties.
  Help students to recogni/e the cul 
tural contributions of all groups to our

Educational Leadership



own culture and to the world in the 
fields of science, art and architecture, 
music, language and literature, itleas, 
customs, traditions.
  Help students to understand the in 
terdependence of the world social, 
economic and political.
  Develop awareness of the common 
humanity which underlies all peoples 
of the earth, and of the basic needs 
common to all.
  Emphasi/e similarities rather than 
differences among cultural groups.
  Cooperate actively in United Nations 
Week, Brotherhood Week, etc.
  Sponsor Pan-American Day program, 
Cinco cle Mayo program, Christmas 
program (Christmas carols in many lan 
guages, etc.).

  Sponsor assembly programs and 
school exhibits.
  Encourage correspondence with in 
dividuals or groups in foreign lands.

Space does not permit describing the 
work being done in many other school 
classes to further international under 
standing such as art, music, homemak- 
ing and industrial arts. However, num 
erous examples of such activities might 
be cited which would show that these 
subjects are also making valuable con 
tributions. Therefore, every student by 
the time he or she has completed high 
school, will have had many opportuni 
ties both to deepen and to broaden in 
understanding and appreciation of in 
ternational relations.

A Project in International Friendship
V DOROTHY J. MIAL

Youths in New York State are participating in the Community Ambassa 

dor Project, which is described in this article. Dorothy J. Mial is super 

visor in international education, Bureau of Adult Education, New York 

State Department of Education, Albany.

WHAT can / do to help build world 
peace? A search for an answer to this 
question led young adults of New York 
State four years ago to the Community 
Ambassador Project. The young people 
were members of the New York State 
Young Adult Civic Council, initially 
sponsored by the Slate Department of 
Education and supported by local 
boards of education. The Experiment 
in-International Living of Putney, Ver 
mont, cooperated with council members 
to give reality to their dream of work-

past summer twelve communities nine 
in New York State and three in Ver 
mont, Michigan and Connecticut  
sent twenty young adults, most of them 
under twenty-five, to Europe and Latin 
America, not as tourists but as "com 
munity ambassadors" to live for two 
months as members of families and of 
communities. With The Experiment in 
International Living providing the ma 
chinery, any community willing to do 
so can send its own ambassadors abroad 
next summer. The villages of Van

ing for international friendship. This Uornesville and Hastings have not been 

December, 1951   .. ; . , 159

fi!»,<-^--..v.j '



 
 
 
Copyright © 1951 by the Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development.  All rights reserved.  
 
 




