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Loyalty Oaths in California—A Progress Report

THERE was a gusty sigh of relief last
fall when California's University Re
gents jettisoned their nationally adver
tised oath requirement. But maybe we
had better read the fine print, too.
The action did not restore the nonsigners to their places. It affects only
current and future employment.
Anyway, it left in force in the Uni
versity, the state colleges, and public
schools a legislative oath requirement
Governor Warren has called more
stringent than the other. A number of
its non-signers, also, remain away from
their accustomed places.
Both groups have gone to the courts
for reinstatement. Last spring the Cali
fornia appellate court directed the Uni
versity to return its non-signers to the
ranks of the faculty. Their cases joined
with the cases from the public schools
and state colleges have now been
taken over by the Supreme Court and
await its decision.
Whatever that decision, further ac
tion awaits. For the proponents of test
o.'itlis are going to the electorate this
year with two constitutional amend
ments. Of these, the one in substance
substitutes the oath now specified by
the Levering Act for the traditional
oatli of office. It is generally assumed
that it will pass. Except in limited
circles the whole oath proposition tends
to be viewed as water over the dam.
The other provides that no person or
organi/ation advocating overthrow of
(he state or national government by
force or violence or other unlawful
means shall hold any state office or emMarch, 1952

ployment or receive any tax exemption.
There has so far been little awareness
or discussion of this proposal; its op
ponents point to the possibility of sub
sequent broad interpretation that might
equate activity of various unpopular
types with advocating overthrow.
What a detached observer might call
an "interesting phenomenon" of all the
past year's activity has been the eroding
away of long-unquestioned security of
professional tenure. As legislators went
from bill to bill, it seemed they grew
more and more casual about the whole
tenure question. A late entry, the Kraft
bill, passed without much question by
both houses but vetoed by the Gover
nor, was frankly aimed at the discharge
of one professor for his personal offcampus affairs: even his critics made no
point against his on-campus work.
In the state colleges the hithertoassumed legal bulwarks protecting ten
ure were found surprisingly weak when
the administration of one college forced
to cut faculty, to some extent ignored
tenure and seniority in choosing profes
sors to be dropped. The fabric of tradi
tion a sort of unwritten law which
had previously been strong enough to
hold, suddenly looked pretty flimsy.
In the University of California what
looked like something of the same drift
has appeared. The annual letter of em
ployment, which previously had a mat
ter-of-course implication that the cur
rent year was just one of a continuing
series of years, has been changed to
sound surprisingly like a one-year con
tract.
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And so, many a California educator
who a year ago was focusing on the
issue of academic freedom is now work
ing on reinforcing the security of pro
fessional tenure.

Or is that the same thing, reduced to
operational terms?
Fred T. Wilhebns, professor of edu
cation, San Francisco State College,
California.
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Local Community Curriculum Materials

EMPHASIS UPON school-community
relationships in many school systems
has led to the development of cur
riculum materials dealing with the
problems, needs and circumstances in
local communities. These materials are
often written by the teachers and
students themselves.
Communities such as Chicago, Seat
tle, Los Angeles and San Francisco
have provided examples of locally de
veloped curriculum materials which are
valuable instructional aids for students
in all grade levels elementary and
and secondary. The first five bulletins
listed below are representative of
similar bulletins developed in other
communities.
l»-Los Angeles City School Districts.
They Founded a City. Curriculum Di
vision Publication No. 514. Los An
geles, 1951, 62 p.
.How They Brought Water to
Their Land and Homes. Curriculum
Division Publication No. 515. Los An
geles, 1951, 64 p.
. Their Homes. C urriculum
Division Publication No. 516. Los An
geles, 1951, 76 p.
. Their Food. C urriculum Di
vision Publication No. 517. Los An
geles, 1951, 146 p.
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In order to assist children in the
elementary school in developing an
understanditig of the historical back
ground of Los Angeles, the curriculum
department has supervised the writing
of interesting, well-written and wellillustrated texts about the early people

WORD MASTERY
Spellers
For Grades 1-8

NEW, but already
the leader I Adopt
ed In nearly 4,000
school systems . ..
state-adopted in
Texas, California,
Tennessee, Indi
ana.

Checl^ These
Features
V Improved SPELLING READINESS I
V EASY for Teacher and Pupil I
V Exercises Cover SPELLING "HARD
SPOTS"!
V WORD MEANINGS and USAGE Stressed I
V PROVED TEACHING METHODS Get Re
sults I
V Based on MODERN, TESTED RESEARCH I
V S CIENTIFIC WORD List Selection!
V DICTIONARY READINESS and TRAIN
ING!
PHONICS and ENGLISH Skill Training I
Write for Information!

CHARLES E. MERRILL CO.
Affiliated with American Education Press
Columbus 15, Ohio
400 S. Front St.

395

Copyright © 1952 by the Association for Supervision and Curriculum
Development. All rights reserved.

