
Significant Books in Review
Column Editor: Ruth Streitz

>• Anderson, Irving H., and Dearborn, 
Walter F. The Psychology of Teaching 
Reading. New York: The Ronald 
Press Company, 1952. 382 p.

While the modern school is, of course, 
more than a "reading school," the prob 
lem of teaching children to read still 
rests squarely on the shoulders of 
teachers and administrators. The 
American public expects its children 
and youth to learn how to read ef 
fectively and fluently. Therefore, 
school people continue to search out 
increasingly efficient and effectual ways 
to guide children into and through 
experiences in unlocking the printed 
page.

Among the many books written on 
how to teach reading, The Psychology 
of Teaching Reading occupies a unique 
place. Anderson and Dearborn have 
reviewed and digested available evi 
dence from research on their subject 
and have summarized the psychological 
bases upon which a modern program 
in teaching reading can be developed. 
Beginning with the concept of "grow 
ing into reading," these authors go on 
to present significant findings concern 
ing reading as learned behavior. They 
discuss, specifically, reading readiness, 
eye movements, silent and oral read 
ing, word perception, methods, and 
evaluation of achievement. Such an 
approach gives their presentation its 
uniqueness and makes their book a con 
tribution on the teaching of reading, 
about which too many idle words are 
annually printed.

Certain chapters seem particularly 
well conceived. "Reading as Growth"

is rooted significantly in the organismic 
hypothesis concerning child develop 
ment. "The Concept of Reading 
Readiness" states particu , well the 
evidence concerning "foioug," "pac 
ing" and "delaying" as educational 
practices. In "The Psychology of Word 
Perception" the authors have skillfully 
demonstrated in their own writing what 
problems children face in getting cues 
for perceiving words. In "The Psy 
chology of Methods of Teaching Read 
ing" Anderson and Dearborn analyze 
and appraise various teaching methods 
 alphabet, phonetic, word, phrase, 
sentence and paragraph in as succinct 
and fair a manner as this writer has 
ever read.

What weaknesses this book may have 
are its possible omissions. For exam 
ple, there is no treatment of readabil 
ity, or the effects of format. There is 
less consideration of experience-chart 
reading than one might desire. Studies 
of children's interests in content of read 
ing matter might have been given some 
consideration. Despite any such omis 
sions, however, this reviewer feels well- 
paid for his investment of time and 
energy in reading from cover to cover.

Unlike so many volumes on educa 
tion, The Psychology of Teaching Read 
ing actually is written with considerable 
informality and charm. The style of 
writing in the various chapters matches 
well the ideas being discussed. The 
authors' discriminative use of illustra 
tions and quotations further enhances 
the effectiveness of their presentation 
of information and ideas. Transitions 
from chapter to chapter are neatly han-
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died. Surely this book will attract a 
wide and appreciative audience among 
educational workers, who may want to 
use parts of it with parents too.—Leland 
R. Jacobs, associate professor of educa 
tion, Ohio State University, Columbus.

^- French, Florence Felton; Levenson, 
William B.; and Rockwell, Vera Cober. 
Radio English. New York: McGraw- 
Hill Book Company, Inc., 1952. 368 p.

This volume is essentially a textbook 
directed primarily to the senior-high- 
school student and his teacher. It is a 
carefully written discussion of the use 
of radio and television in the classroom 
with emphasis on written and spoken 
English. Throughout the book runs 
the thread of interest and practicality 
which anything so much a part of the 
lives of boys and girls as radio and tele 
vision always holds for them. In the 
foreword the attention of the teacher 
is drawn to the fact that "all the funda 
mentals of English suddenly become 
more than lessons for students; they 
become compulsions." Radio English 
includes all the details of radio work 
in speech and English from the writer 
and speaker for radio to the more me 
chanical phases of its production in 
ihe secondary-school program. Sections 
are followed by lists of questions called 
"activities." These lists, in the opinion 
of this reviewer, detract from the book 
and the effectiveness of the program it 
seeks to promote. The skillful and 
creative teacher will, of course, have no 
need for these exercises and it is hoped 
that only creative teachers will be 
charged with the fascinating and vital 
task of helping youngsters learn and 
participate in the mysteries of radio. 
The last two chapters of the book are 
devoted to television in which careful 
attention is given to the similarities 
and differences in the production of 
radio and television.

The book is throughout carefully 
and attractively written and will be a 
helpful tool to the teacher of English 
and speech who vitalizes his program 
by the utilization of radio and televi 
sion in the regular work of the class. 
Occasionally statements are made in the 
text which might have been strength 
ened by fuller documentation. The 
book, however, should be a part of the 
collection of every high-school library 
as well as a part of the equipment of 
the teacher of English.  James C. Mac- 
Campbell, Public Schools, Cleveland
Heights, Ohio.

t
>  Froehlich, Clifford P., and Barley, 
John G. S tudying Students. Chicago: 
Science Research Associates, Inc., 1952. 
411 p.

This very fine book in its field is 
more nearly a handbook for teachers 
and guidance counselors than a book 
on the theory and principles of child

NUMBERS

Completely new arithmetic texts—new from th« 
ground up—not a revision! Sound in method, ap 
pealing and challenging to pupils, and beautiful 
with glowing color. Bated on leading courses of 
study and the best of recent research. To see these 
books is to want to use them. To use them is to 
want to keep them, for they do the job!

IROQUOIS PUBLISHING CO., Inc.
Home Office: Iroquois Building, Syracuse, N. Y. 
New York Chicago Atlanta Dallas
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study. It is carefully and concisely 
written and is easily read and useful 
to the teacher and counselor already 
burdened by too much detail. It is 
outstanding in its simplification of 
somewhat complicated statistical ma 
terial. Such material, in many similar 
books, is so involved as to be somewhat 
less than useful to a classroom teacher 
who has not specialized in statistical 
procedure. Chapters II and III are 
particularly valuable in this vein.

Chapter II presents statistical meth 
ods for analyzing and summarizing the 
results of a single test or measuring 
instrument, while Chapter III presents 
those methods for analyzing groups of 
stores. In this way the book through 
out carefully helps the classroom teach 
er to become more adept at making use 
ful to himself and to students the data 
he collects on them day by day and 
month by month. School people are 
long past the period when data were 
collected for merely the sake of the data. 
In the good modern school these data 
are only useful insofar as they provide 
for better learning in the classroom 
and better adjustment of the boy or 
girl to his life at the present and in 
the future, both in and out of school.

Wide Range of Topics
Other topics treated in the book are 

techniques of observations, the inter 
view for the gathering of information, 
self-reporting documents such as the 
student record form, the student auto 
biography, and the identification of in 
terests and special aptitudes. Other 
chapters are devoted to guidance and 
scholastic testing, and to sociometric 
techniques involving groups of students. 
Cumulative records and diagnostic 
methods are considered as well. In 
some ways the book seems poorly organ- 
i/ed in that chapters relating to one 
another are often widely separated.

CURRICULUM MATERIALS
7953 ASCD Exhibit

if A catalog of the annual exhibit 
of locally produced instruction 

al materials displayed by ASCD 
at its national convention in 
Cleveland, February 8-12, 1953.

If I f you failed to secure a copy of 
this catalog listing of outstand 
ing curriculum materials at the 
time of the convention, you 
may now do so by sending your 
order to the following address. 
42 pages (Mimeographed.)

Price: 25 cents

ASSOCIATION FOR SUPERVISION 
AND CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT,

NEA
1201 Sixteenth Street, N. W. 

Washington 6, D. C.

For example, the final chapter in the 
book, entitled "Identifying Student 
Problems," might better have appeared 
very early in the book, in the opinion 
of this reviewer. Although some effort 
was made by the authors to present 
summary material in this chapter, much 
of the information given here might 
better have been used in an introduc 
tory way. This is a minor criticism but 
better organization of chapters might 
have made more helpful this already 
useful book.

Altogether the book provides an ex 
ceedingly worth-while tool for the teach 
er, counselor or supervisor who holds 
the philosophy of making statistical ma 
terial work for the good of the student 
and the increased knowledge of his 
teacher. It should have a wide audi 
ence.— James C. MacCampbell, Public 
Schools, Cleveland Heights, Ohio.
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^- Troelstrup, Arch W. Consumer 
Problems. N ew York: McGraw-Hill 
Book Company, 1952, 458 p.

This book is written especially for 
young people of college age. How 
ever, many of the later chapters will 
prove helpful to older persons who have 
been meeting their financial problems 
with desperation rather than intelli 
gence.

From the beginning the author leaves 
no doubt that he believes in an "intelli 
gent free enterprise system functioning 
in a democratic society." (p. 271) Every 
chapter gives the reader concrete meth 
ods of building his personal and fam 
ily finances around this tenet of Ameri 
can life.

The outline for the book was drawn 
from interviews, surveys, individual 
conferences and class discussions with 
many students and married couples 
about their consumer problems. Be 

cause of this close contact with reality 
the author is able to treat intelligently 
the most pressing financial problems 
of the times without writing super 
ficially about them.

Psychological Problems
The reader soon realizes that the 

author is not merely giving him a 
course on good buying and saving prac 
tices. Here is something different. 
Money is viewed in relation to the 
psychological and emotional problems 
which inevitably arise with its use.

In the chapter, "Democracy in Home 
Management," for example, many para 
graphs are devoted to establishing a 
proper respect and relationship among 
the members of the family. Through 
child psychology the reader is helped 
to see the role a child should play in 
the family. From this foundation grows 
the discussion of the universal disagree-

c*P*fences /,
reading 
"
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SCOn, FORESMAN AND COMPANY

Chic«3o11 . AlltnU 3 • DilUi 2 . S*n Francitco S . New York 10

MARCH 1953 397



merits that inevitably arise between par 
ents and children about money.

The study of the management of the 
family income and expenditures is not 
studied as an isolated problem but as 
it affects the personal interrelationship 
of each member of the family, the de 
veloping character of the children and 
the role of the parent in the home. 
Thus throughout the book, financial 
problems are kept in focus with other 
life problems and are discussed in rela 
tion to life as a whole.

At the close of each chapter are ques 
tions included for discussion, and ac 
tivity problems which if followed 
through will provide practical experi 
ence in handling finances as well as an 
understanding of the psychological 
problems involved in the use of money.

The book is written in a clear, sim 
ple manner. It has an authoritative tone 
because it is an outgrowth of many 
years of research and experimental 
study. The problems with which it 
deals are everybody's problems. The 
solution of the problems is adaptable to 
every family, for the author deals not 
only with facts, but with the basic 
principles of good living. — Elsie C. 
Bechtel, Public Schools, Canton, Ohio.

"Destructive Critics 
of Schools"
A New NEA Defense Com 
mission Kit Is Now Available

• Numerous requests have come 
to our office for information con 
cerning individuals and organiza 

tions criticizing destructively some 
phase or all phases of public edu 
cation. To meet this demand we 
asked the National Commission for 
the Defense of Democracy Through 
Education, NEA, to prepare a kit 
containing approximately 25 pam 
phlets and reprints of magazine 
articles.
• Organizations cooperating on this 
project are The Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum Devel 
opment, The National Council for 
the Social Studies, The American 
Association of School Administra 
tors and The National Association 
of Secondary School Principals.
• The Kit contains such pamphlets 
and reprints as "Who's Trying to 
Ruin Our Schools?" (McCall's 
Magazine) "The Public - School 
Crisis" (Saturday Review), "What 
to Do About 'Dangerous' Text 
books," (Commentary).

• Order this Information Kit Con 
cerning Destructive Criticism of 
Public Education ( Price: $1.50 in 
cluding postage) from

Association for Supervision and 
Curriculum Development, NEA

1201 Sixteenth Street, N.W. 
Washington 6, D. C.
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