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How Fare the Handicapped and the Gifted 
in Today's Crowded Schools?

As school overcrowding increases and places greater strain upon 
facilities and personnel, some areas of serious need are very likely 
to be neglected. Often the gifted or the handicapped child or 
youth is made to suffer serious deprivation of opportunities as a 
result of demands in other more obvious areas of need.

I T HAS taken a long time to sensitize 
the public to the need for special 

education of the handicapped and the 
gifted. At present, however, the pub 
lic has become aware of the needs of 
these deviating children. In most 
states legislation has been passed 
which authorizes school districts to 
organize special classes and special serv 
ices for handicapped and gifted chil 
dren. In many states legislators have 
appropriated large sums of money to 
pay the excess cost of these extra and 
special services.

But now, just when parents, legisla 
tors and the general public have be 
come aware of the importance of this 
service, the organization of programs 
for the handicapped and gifted is 
being postponed. Many school dis 
tricts have been unable to take advan 
tage of increased public interest and 
increased funds to organize special 
classes for the deaf and hard-of-hear- 
ing, the mentally handicapped, the 
visually handicapped, the orthopedical- 
ly handicapped, the speech defective, 
and the gifted. This delay is largely 
caused by two major factors: shortage 
of teachers and shortage of classroom 
space.

The United States Office of Edu 
cation reports that there were only 
25,000 special teachers in the United 
States in 1952. It is estimated by that 
office that 100,000 such specialists are 
needed in the schools. This estimate 
indicates that less than one-quarter of 
the handicapped and gifted are being 
taken care of through special classes or 
special services in public schools. In 
spite of funds which arc available for 
the employment of teachers, it has 
been impossible for many school sys 
tems to organize such classes or to give 
extra services to these children because 
space in public schools is not available.

It has been estimated that there are 
between 12 and 13 percent of school 
children who arc handicapped or gift 
ed to such a degree that they require 
special classes or special sen-ices with 
in the regular grades. Based on the 
estimate of 35,000,000 school children 
in the United States between the ages 
of five and seventeen, it is obvious that 
there are approximately 4,000,000 ex 
ceptional children in the United
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States. Provision for the education of 
these children requires extra classroom 
space not now provided in the public 
schools.

With the lack of classroom space, 
and with overcrowding for non-handi 
capped and gifted children, it has been 
very difficult for school systems to or 
ganize special classes fast enough to 
meet the demand.

By way of a concrete example, the 
experience of one city school system of 
23,000 can be given. In this city, state 
funds were available for the operation 
of classes for crippled children, classes 
for the mentally retarded, and other 
special classes. Parent-teachers' or 
ganizations, the school board, and 
others requested that such classes be 
organized. Teachers could be found 
in that particular school system since 
a teacher-training program was oper 
ating in that community. In spite of 
the interest of the public, no classroom 
space could be found. Some of the 
classes in that school system had en 
rollments of 4? children per teacher. 
After several years a referendum was 
held. The citizens voted an additional 
school building. No sooner had this 
building been completed than they 
discovered that it was too small to 
handle the additional enrollment of 
average children. A second school 
building was built; and they found that 
there was s till overcrowding of the reg 
ular grades and so there still could be 
no special classes. The increase in 
population and an influx of children 
into the school resulted in a seemingly 
ncvcr-cnding overcrowding of the 
schools, thus leaving little room for 
special classes for the handicapped and 
gifted.

Special Teachers, Special Rooms 
Are Needed

In one state the legislature asked 
that classes for trainable mentally re 
tarded children be organized within 
public school systems on a trial basis. 
A questionnaire to city school systems 
of 10,000 or above requesting the su 
perintendents to indicate their desires 
concerning such a class, resulted in the 
following response: Besides the philo 
sophical reasons for not wanting such 
a class, 2 1% of the superintendents in 
this questionnaire study stated that the 
schools were already overcrowded and 
that it was impossible to add addition 
al programs because of lack of class 
room space. This study is only an ex 
ample of the reasons why one-quarter 
of the superintendents could not or 
ganize such classes. Others who did 
not have room for such classes, how 
ever, gave other reasons for not desir 
ing such a class. Those who did 
organize such classes resorted to the 
renting of a room in a church, a house, 
or remodeling some undesirable room 
for the pilot study class. In only a 
few centers was classroom space avail 
able in the public schools for such 
additional services to children.

Taking one child out of a class of 
35 for a special class in a school that 
has 15 classes means an addition of one 
classroom in that school. Where serv 
ices are given to children within the 
regular class such as is done in the case 
of speech correction, a small individual 
classroom or office space is necessary 
for that work. Regardless of whether 
the provision is for a special class or 
additional service, extra classroom 
space is needed.

Provision for handicapped and gift-
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Reluctant Readers

. . . will WANT to read Young 
Scott Books . . . their interest and 
imagination will be captured in 
books that tell them things they 
want to know. Once aroused, they 
will reach up, beyond their usual 
reading skill.

Write for your graded catalog of 
Young Scott Books, with suggested 
classroom uses, units of work, cur 
riculum areas and reading levels.

Young Scott Books
8 W. 13 St., New York 11

ed children requires additional class 
room space. It is no longer considered 
satisfactory when classes for the deaf 
and hard-of-hearing, or the mentally re 
tarded, or any other special class for 
exceptional children are placed in a 
basement room, or a room which is 
considered undesirable for normal 
children. Many states require that 
classes for handicapped and gifted 
children must be just as adequate as 
classes for all other children.

After much promotion, after the 
public has become conscious of its re 
sponsibility to handicapped and gifted 
children, after many meetings and 
hearings, and after the program has 
been organized financially and admin 
istratively at the state level, it is now 
discovered that classroom space is not 
available for these children. Until the 
public can provide this additional 
classroom space, handicapped and gift 
ed children will suffer along with and 
perhaps more than normal children.
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STICK   O   MAT 
FLANNEL 
BOARDS

Durably made of heavy flannel mounted 
on hardboard with reinforced edges for 
long wear. Included is a removable heavy 
wire folding easel with rubber feet to 
prevent scratching or slipping. In moss 
green, maroon, dark blue. 
Two sizes.- 1 6"x24" $3J5, 24"x36" $7.50

JUDY 
ALPHASET

192 pieces 1 V*" high. Includes 52 CAPITALS, 
20 numerals, 1 20 lower case letters of heavy 
yellow board, velour backing for adhesion. 
File bin box for storage of characters teaches 
alphabetizing, use of indexes. A 9"xl2" 
flannel board in each set. $2.SO Per * ' 
Judy Alphant 13 100 CAPITALS and numerals 3" 
high of heavy green board, velour backing. $3.OO 

Judy Stick-o-Mat Flannel Boards and 
Alphasets are completely functional, 
and offer unlimited possibilities for cre- 
ative expression.

For many more ideas that make 
teaching and learning a lasting, satis- 
fying experience, write for catalog: 
"Materials by Judy".

THE JUDY COMPANY
310 N. 2nd Sr., Minneapolis, Minnesota
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