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Curriculum Planning for Better Teach 
ing. By J. Galen Saylor and William 
M. Alexander. New York: Rinehart 
and Company, 1954.
This book, written by two authors 

well known to ASCD members, will be 
of interest and assistance to all who 
are concerned with improving educa 
tional programs for children and youth. 
The book's strength is in the insights 
it provides for understanding better the 
nature of curriculum planning— its con 
tent and processes. Consideration is 
given to the various levels of planning 
and the different kinds of participation 
and activities appropriate on each lev 
el, focusing always on how the experi 
ences of boys and girls are enriched. 
The five parts treat comprehensively 
these pertinent questions: Why is bet 
ter curriculum planning needed? What 
major factors must be considered in 
curriculum planning? How shall the 
curriculum framework be organized? 
How shall we plan the curriculum for 
better teaching? How shall curriculum 
planning be organized and evaluated?

Some texts discuss only broad ob 
jectives and school-wide organization 
and fail to provide real help for the 
key curriculum worker— the classroom 
teacher. Saylor and Alexander focus 
on the activities, materials, resources 
and organization by which teachers

and others can .plan for richer learning 
experiences. The nature of participa 
tion and activity varies, they point out, 
with different planning levels: the 
teacher's, with and for students, the 
school's, the school system's and the 
outside groups'. Good planning is al 
ways a learning process, particularly as 
improvement goals are related to in 
structional problems.

From their combined extensive ex 
periences in all phases of curriculum 
development, the authors have drawn 
out the important issues and problems 
facing curriculum workers. They clear 
ly state their own positions with re 
spect to these issues and, at the same 
time, examine conflicting views for 
strengths and weaknesses. Rich illus 
trative material is well selected and in 
tegrated into the text.

Both novice and experienced teach 
ers, supervisors and administrators—all 
of whom have important roles in cur 
riculum planning—will probably wel 
come this text. Saylor and Alexander 
provide a perspective and depth which 
should contribute to a more compre 
hensive understanding of the princi 
ples, problems and practices of plan 
ning for better teaching and learning.

—Reviewed by A . HARRY PASSOW, 
assistant professor of education, Teach 
ers College, Columbia University, New 
York. .
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Teaching Adolescents. By Gilbert C. 
Kettelkamp. New York: D. C. Heath 
Company, 1 954.
As a guide for student and beginning 

teachers, this publication is intended to 
serve as an introduction to the teach 
ing profession, a reference in the solu 
tion of daily problems, and a specific 
help with many aspects of school and 
community living. The opening chap 
ters present an overview of teaching, a 
look at the nature of adolescents and 
a description of secondary school or 
ganization. Kettelkamp then attempts 
to help the student teacher prepare 
himself so that his teaching experience 
will be rich and meaningful. The bulk 
of the text is devoted to the functions 
of the classroom teacher and deals with 
such topics as planning, selecting and 
organizing learning experiences, class 
room management, choosing and de 
veloping materials, caring for special 
problems in learning, evaluation, and 
providing guidance. The final chapter 
treats the personal and professional 
growth of the teacher in the school and 
community.

Kettelkamp uses considerable illus 
trative and anecdotal material from his 
own experience as a teacher and super 
visor of student teachers. These ap 
pear in paragraphs set in bold-face type 
which are intended to illustrate a spe 
cific point or to provide additional in 
sights into various phases of teaching. 
Some readers will find this somewhat 
disruptive, partly because the writing 
style differs from the main text. While 
illustrations woven more closely into 
the text might appeal to more readers, 
many will find these distillations both 
interesting and valuable.
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There will be some differences of 
opinion among readers about the 
choice of topics and the relevant em 
phasis. This reviewer would have liked 
greater attention given to such topics 
as individual differences and their 
meaning for instruction, how the dy 
namics of classroom groups affect 
learning, the special problems of edu 
cating exceptional children, techniques 
of classroom evaluation, and interper 
sonal relationships of teachers. These 
are, of course, value judgments with 
which others will disagree. The au 
thor probably gave consideration to 
other areas in h is selection because of 
what he considered important for the 
beginning teacher.

The appendix includes sample unit 
plans and curriculum outlines, as well 
as suggestions for securing a teaching 
position. The bibliography after each 
chapter is well selected and annotated.

 Reviewed by A . HARRY PASSOW, as 
sistant professor of education, Teach 
ers College, Columbia University, Ne\v 
York.

Children's Social Values—An Action 
Research Study. By Arthur W. 
Foshay, Kenneth D. Wann and As 
sociates. New York: Bureau of Pub 
lications, Teachers College, Colum 
bia University, 1954, p. 3 11.
"This study was undertaken at a spe 

cific time, in a particular place, by a 
certain group of people." This begin 
ning sentence of the first chapter prop 
erly sets the stage for what is to follow, 
—an informative, readable and pene 
trating study of curriculum research. 
Foshay and Wann, supported by the 
staff of the Horace Mann-Lincoln In 
stitute of School Experimentation and
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RAINBOW RHYTHMS
RECORDINGS AND MUSIC FOR CHILDREN

Composed, arranged and recorded by Nora Belle Emerson
Edited by Thos. E. McDonoiigh

FIRST SERIES (3 vinylite plaitic recordi—18 rhythms) Blue Label. $4.50 per set postpaid 
Run, Hop, Skip, Cowboys, Giants and Fairies, Soldier March, Walk, Train, Airplanes, The Doll, The 
Jig, The Acorn, Happy Clap Dance, The Polka Dot, The Indians, The Balls, The Jumping Jack, 
January February March.

SECOND SERIES (3 vinylite plastic records—15 rhythms) Red Label. $4.50 per set postpaid 
Bunny Cotton Tail, The Elephant, The Duck, Day and Night, The Butterfly, The Cotton Pickers, 
Windmills, Boats, Skip, Swings, See Saw, Jump the Rope, U. S. A. Victory March, Rainbow 
Rhythm Band, Rainbow Lullaby.

THIRD SERIES (3 vinylite plastic records—12 rhythms) Green Label. $4.50 per set postpaid 
Dog Walk, Yankee Doodle Polka, Dixie Hoe Down, Leap the Puddles, Snowflakes and Skating, 
Cat Walk, I Can Do Better Than That, Bubble Song, Oh Come Little Children Come! God Made 
the World So Beautiful, Sowing Ev'ry Day, Hi Hoi

THESE ARE PIANO RECORDINGS
These rhythmic patterns and songs are original. Each rhythm and song 
arises from a natural situation. Basic rhythmic principles such as tempo, 
accent and intensity are emphasized to facilitate the teaching of fundamental 
body movements.

RAINBOW RHYTHM BOOK
Nora Belle Emerson & Thos. E. McDonough

Music for 45 original rhythms
for Kindergarten and Primary Grades

$2.98 a copy postpaid
Mail Orders to: 

Rainbow Rhythms, P. O. Box 608, Emory University, Georgia

numerous public school teachers and 
administrators in Springfield, Missouri, 
have prepared an action research report 
that is in essence a guide for the im 
provement of teaching and of teachers. 

This is a book with many dimen 
sions. The report of the project itself 
is a significant contribution toward 
helping teachers understand the foun 
dation, structure and behavioral as 
pects of some of the social values chil 
dren hold. Moreover, the account of 
the procedures used suggests and de 
scribes in detail how action research 
can be undertaken by school faculties. 
Probably the most important conclu 
sion that emerges from the study is that 
the improvement of learning experi 
ences for boys and girls depends, to an 
appreciable degree, on teachers' atti 
tudes toward and understanding of

children, and on teachers' conceptions 
of the curriculum. Thus, as teachers 
engage in analyzing the behaviors of 
children, they begin to become more 
sensitive to their own patterns of per 
ception, and to the nature and effect 
on children of varying kinds and qual 
ities of learning experiences. In this 
regard, Children's Social Values is an 
outstanding contribution to profession 
al curriculum materials.

Special note should be made of some 
specific aspects of the study. An early 
chapter which defines and illustrates 
social attitudes in children is the clear 
est exposition of this subject that this 
reviewer has ever encountered. The 
suggestions to teachers at the end of 
each chapter, designed both to encour 
age and to guide action research proj 
ects in the readers' schools and class-
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rooms, are a unique and helpful addi 
tion to the report. The authors' con 
scious efforts to be realistic, by listing 
and describing the failures as well as 
the successes, the frustrations as well 
as the satisfactions encountered in the 
project, are most effective, and con 
clusively demonstrate the accuracy of 
the report.

No teacher can read this study with 
out seeing his own children, his own 
classroom, and his own problems in 
relation to the children, classrooms, 
and problems of the teachers in Spring 
field. It is in this that the permanent 
value of the book will be found.

—Reviewed by WILLIAM SPENCER, 
associate professor of education, Uni 
versity of Delaware, Newark, Delaware.

How To Judge a School. By William 
F. Russell. New Yorfe: Harper and 
Brothers, 1 954, p . 138.

The title of this small volume might 
lead some to assume that it contains 
check-lists, questions and answers, or 
diagrams and outlines of schools and 
their programs. Such a conclusion 
would, however, be misleading because 
the viewpoint here is broader and more 
concerned with interpretation. Wil 
liam Russell, President-Emeritus of 
Teachers College, Columbia Univer 
sity, from his many years and wide ex 
perience in the field of education both 
in the United States and throughout 
the world, directly attacks the questions

uppermost in the minds of many par 
ents who are concerned about the ef 
fectiveness of their children's educa 
tional experiences.

This "handbook for puzzled parents 
and tired taxpayers," as it is called in 
the subtitle of the volume, ranges 
across the fields of history, philosophy 
and psychology in providing a frame 
work for the interpretation of the why, 
what and how of modern educational 
programs. Russell's knowledge of edu 
cational theory, buttressed by his com 
petency in educational history, is ex 
pressed in a series of very readable 
short essays. He makes extensive use 
of research findings in discussing such 
topics as the three R's, the role of edu 
cation in a democracy, moral and spir 
itual values in education, education for 
citizenship, and the many other con 
troversial aspects of present-day con 
cern with education.

"When the American people have 
more knowledge of the purposes, proc 
esses, and place of education in our 
society, when they appreciate the inter 
locking role of school, home, Church, 
and other institutions, then they can 
see their local school problems in a 
larger perspective, and reach judgments 
that rise above tradition and preju 
dice." Russell's book provides help 
toward reaching these judgments.

—Reviewed by W ILLIAM SPENCER, 
associate professor of education, Uni 
versity of Delaware, Newark, Delaware.
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