
Curriculum News and Bulletins

THE ADMINISTRATIVE and supervisory 
staff of the Cecil County Schools 

in Maryland has begun a long-range 
program of educational improvement, 
according to Morton Alpren of Tem 
ple University, Philadelphia. The 
group of twenty is meeting monthly 
with responsibility for group planning 
delegated to a committee of four. At 
the present time, the group is attempt 
ing to define its over-all purposes and 
at the same time develop an acceptable 
philosophy. Outside consultant aid 
has been called upon to assist in the 
processes and direction of the group.

  Carl W. Hassel, coordinator of 
curriculum in the Liverpool, New 
York schools, writes of the summer 
professional services program inaugu 
rated by Superintendent Frank Mo- 
sher. Among the many interesting fea 
tures are an ."eleventh month" profes 
sional sen ices program open to any in 
terested staff member with remunera 
tion based on one-tenth of his annual 
salary. About half of the teachers 
elected to work in the program the first 
summer. Purposes of the program are: 
(a) to provide opportunity to work on 
needed curriculum projects, (b) to pro 
vide professional services in pupil-per 
sonnel projects, and (c) to provide serv 
ices for children. Examples of the cur 
riculum work accomplished include the 
entire seventh grade teaching staff 
working together for a month and
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resolving basic philosophical differ 
ences relative to the seventh grade 
unified program. Staff members of the 
elementary schools prepared special re 
source units, a parent-teacher con 
ference guide, and many other related 
curriculum materials. Staff members 
providing services on pupil-personnel 
projects assisted in taking the census of 
the school district. This included an 
opportunity for kindergarten teachers 
to visit the homes of the children en 
tering their classes before school 
started. The children's activities pro 
gram provided services such as library, 
arts and crafts, a supervised plav- 
ground, and a swimming program.

  Curriculum developments in Vir 
ginia arc many and varied, reports R. 
Claude Graham of the State Board of 
Education and Elizabeth Ellmore of 
the Dinwiddic County Schools. Ap 
proximately 40 counties and cities have 
engaged in some kind of curriculum 
activity within the past few years. Com 
mittees under the leadership of the 
state department of education have 
developed guides in music, mathemat 
ics, language arts, and health and 
physical education. Purpose of the 
state guides is to stimulate curriculum 
activity at the local level and to be 
helpful to those who do engage in local 
curriculum development.

• William G. Woolworth of the
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Albany, California, schools reports on 
a three-year study which culminated 
in a report entitled Explorations in 
Character Development. Not a philo 
sophical study, the report is the work 
of forty-seven teachers and parents who 
approached the problem of character 
development from a practical point of 
view. The report summarizes the re 
search findings of a workshop under 
the leadership of Hilda Taba of San 
Francisco State College, which pro 
vided a definition of character and its 
related behavior problems. Conclusion 
of the report is that character educa 
tion must permeate the entire school 
program and be one of the major ob 
jectives of all teaching.

• Margaret Wasson, of Highland 
Park Public Schools, Dallas, Texas, 
writes of the work conference of the 
Texas ASCD in January. The theme, 
"Finding Better Answers to Curric 
ulum Problems," featured Max Corey 
of Teachers College, Columbia Uni 
versity as main speaker. An interesting 
svmposium on "Fostering a Climate 
Conducive to Curriculum Improve 
ment" included L . D. Haskew, J. W. 
Edgar, F. L. Elder, Ishmael Hill, and' 
John McFarland.

  The ASCD Committee on Im 
provement of Secondary School Cur 
riculum has attempted in several ways 
to perform its implied function, ac 
cording to Melvin Hetland, Long 
Beach, California, who served as co- 
chairman with Ted Rice, of New York 
University. It has served as a clearing 
house for reporting problems and the 
results of efforts toward their solution. 
Reports coming to the co-chairmen 
were duplicated and sent to all com 

mittee members and ASCD members 
attending the open meetings of the 
committee in Cleveland and Los An 
geles. It has encouraged regional get- 
togethers for sharing ideas and prob 
lems on a face-to-face basis. Three such 
conferences were held in the New 
York-Washington, D. C. area, two in 
the Chicago-Detroit area and two in 
the State of Washington.

Recent Curriculum Bulletins

  Three excellent sets of criteria for 
the evaluation of elementary schools 
have been received. They are: Ele 
mentary Evaluative Criteria, Boston 
University, School of Education, 1953, 
109 pages, multilithed; Handbook for 
Self-Appraisal and Improvement of 
Elementary Schools, Austin: Texas 
State Department of Education, 1954, 
92 pages; and Evaluating the Elemen 
tary School, Atlanta: Southern Associa 
tion of Colleges and Secondary Schools 
Cooperative Study in Elementary Edu 
cation, 1951, 325 pages. $2.50.'

  Oregon State Department of Edu 
cation, Health Instruction in Oregon 
Secondary Schools, Salem: 1954, 151 
pages.

Included in this handbook are ob 
jectives, suggested content and activi 
ties, and means of evaluation for the 
following areas: health services, health 
practices, community health and 
safety, communicable and noncommu- 
nicable diseases, structure and func 
tion, personal care, alcohol, narcotics 
and tobacco, nutrition, safety, first-aid, 
sanitation and mental health.

  Educational Services Bureau, Uni 
versity of Pennsylvania, Guiding Your 
Gifted A Handbook for Teachers,
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Administrators, and Parents, Philadel 
phia: 1954, 89 pages, multilith. $1.00.

Prepared by a teacher committee of 
the Philadelphia Suburban School 
Study Council, the booklet answers 
questions such as: Who Arc Your 
Gifted? Why Be Concerned About 
Your Gifted? How Can You Contrib 
ute to the Total Growth of Your 
Gifted? What Organizational Prac 
tices Should You Consider? What Can 
You Do Tlirough the Regular Class 
rooms in Your Secondary School? 
What Can You Do for Your Gifted 
Tli rough Groupings Specially Designed 
for Them? How Can You Organize 
Your Schools to Study Your Gifted? 
and What Values Can You Expect 
from Studying Your Gifted?

  South Bend, Indiana Public- 
Schools, Let's Teach English, South 
Bend: 1953, 138 pages, mimeographed.

A teacher's handbook for junior 
high school English, it stresses develop 
ing a sound approach to the teaching 
of English, providing a balance of com 
munication activities, organizing units 
of study, developing power in com 
munication and evaluating pupil 
growth. Related publications include 
a scries of detailed English units for 
each of the junior high school grades.

  Aberdeen Public Schools, Report 
ing Pupil Progress Parent-Teacher 
Conferences, Aberdeen, Washington: 
195-4, 59 pages, mimeographed.

The story of parent-teacher confer 
ence methods of reporting pupil prog 
ress as developed in Aberdeen is de 
scribed in this booklet. Included arc 
suggestions on values of the confer 

ences and means of preparing for and 
conducting initial and follow-up con 
ferences and written reports. A special 
section on kindergarten reports is in 
cluded.

  The Atlanta Public High School, 
Go, Look, Listen, Atlanta, Georgia: 
1953, 64 pages, mimeographed.

Another compilation of community 
resources of value in social studies 
teaching. Included are lists of the re 
sources, suggested field trips and re 
source people in the Atlanta area. Of 
interest to school people outside Geor 
gia arc explanatory and introductory 
notes justifying the use of resources 
and explaining sound practices in their 
use. Similar publications This Is Your 
Town and A Guide to Some Educa 
tional Resources in the City of New 
York have been developed by the St. 
Paul, Minnesota, and New York City 
public schools.

  California State Department of 
Education, Guidance in the Elemen 
tary School, Sacramento: B ulletin, 
Volume XXIII, No. 4, August 1954, 
65 pages.

Prepared by members of the staffs 
of the Bureau of Elementary Educa 
tion. Education Research, and Guid 
ance of the State Department of Edu 
cation, the pamphlet has sections on 
guidance as a democratic practice, the 
roles of school personnel in guidance, 
techniques for studying childen, guid 
ance of children with particular needs, 
policies and practices basic to guidance, 
guidance through home-school-com- 
munity relations and guidance in the 
learning process.
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