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Human Relations in Teaching. By 
Howard Lane and Mary Bean- 
charnf). New York: Prentice-Hall, 
Inc.,'1955, f>. ix and 3 53. 
"The overwhelming, urgent need of 

today is to learn the ways of coopera 
tion." To develop an understanding of 
why this is true, and to indicate how 
adults and teachers can help children 
learn to live together is thq task the 
authors have set for themselves.

Part I of this volume examines the 
question : What does it mean to be 
human? Attention is given to "human 
izing" processes, social;behavior, group 
intelligence, learning and soqial 
change. The.next section ("What does 
it mean to live in Mid-Twentieth Cen 
tury?") describes the problems and 
needs of modern society, as well as 
basic personality needs, and the symp 
toms "of gtfod and poor social health. 
"What are the dynamics of learning to 
live together?" is answered, in the last 
half of the book. Consideration is given 
to the nature of-group .living, and its 
development with respect to the roles 
played by adults, leaders and group 
member's; to techniques of group dis 
cussion and role playing; and to facilf 
biting, arrangements, through the for 
mation of groups and provision of suit 
able physical conditions.

' A point-of-vicw treatise is not with 
out, controversy. The authors frankly 
extend ''an imitation to be thought-
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ful" about their beliefs that the unique 
ness of the individual has greatest 
priority in our culture, that group liv 
ing has as its goal the enhancement 
of -individual living, that all human be 
havior (including the functioning of 
intelligence) is social in origin, that 
more important learnings arc acquired 
through acculturation than through in 
struction or assigned lessons, that feel 
ing is more important than intellec- 
tualizing for changing behavior, and 
that process is as important as content 
in achieving ends.

This book joins company with a 
growing number of attempts tA pene 
trate beneath the conventional con 
cerns of instructional planning ip order 
to assess the basic, dynamic elements in 
living and learning. In the past two 
decades, such efforts have singled out 
values and aversions, perception or 
situational meaning, and interpersonal 
relationships as important foci for com- 
ifig to grips with these complex forces. 
The contribution of this volume, how 
ever, is not in connection with theory 
abotit democratic processes, mental hy 
giene, or personal-social interaction. 
The book is important for its synthesis 
of materials from these various sources, 
and for illustrating how a human-rela 
tions concept has practical application 
to classroom situations.

Although one could hope for a more 
extended treatment of certain factors
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related to cooperative living, such as 
the self-concept, social status, and the 
problems of communication, enough 
is. said about the ba'sic research and 
scholarly works in these fields to stimu 
late the reader to turn to such publica 
tions for added insight. Certainly, the 
book is provocative and.very readable.

—Reviewed by FRANK J. ESTVAN, as 
sociate professor, School of Education, 
University of Wisconsin, Madison.
The Dynamics of School—Commu 

nity Relations. By R. F. Campbell 
and John A. Ramseyeif:-.New York: 
Allyn and Bacon, 1955. \

It is about time for someone to come 
up with a book on the rationale of 
school-community relations. Inl :recent 
years, we have had many valuable pub 
lications on how to use community re 
sources, arid a goodly number of books

dealing with specific school programs 
leading to civic improvement. There 
have also been several stimulating vol 
umes stressing the sociological and eco 
logical differences among American 
communities and their influences on 
public education. Fewer, but more dra- 
mati&publications, have told the Pasa 
dena^ the Scarsdale and other conflict 
stories. Especially because little has 
been written on the dynamics of 
school-community relations, this work 
by Campbell and Ramscycr deserves 
wide reading.

In Chapter I, the authors set forth 
their major thesis that, "Until the 
school worker tries to comprehend the 
concerns of the public, to take them 
seriously, and attempts to develop a 
chanriel of communication by which 
meanings can be transferred between' 
him>and the public, he must live with

Winning praise from teachers coast - to - coast
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the misinterpretations which others 
make of him." The chapter develops 
the nature of some'of the complaints 
and the background of complainants. 
It is "the chapter's closing statement 
that presents the dilemma: ". . . public 
participation is here to stay. At the 
same time there has accumulated over

, the years a bod}' of knowledge about 
teaching and learning which is known 
only to members of the teaching pro 
fession. Are we to ignore this knowl 
edge in compromises between the lay 
and professional group?" The authors' 
answers imply that the dilemma can 
be solved if there is full faith in the 
role of the citizen.

Chapter II presents the authors' con 
cept of the dynamics in school-commu- 
ity relations. They point out how diffi 
cult it is for schools to operate in the 
modern American community which 
has a multiplicity of organizations and 
interests often at odds with each 
other. The quotation from Dr. Com 
mager in this chapter is especially ap 
propriate: "Schools reflect the society 
thcv serve. Many of the failures we 
ascribe to contemporary education arc 
in fact failures of our society as a 
whole." As the authors make clear, it 
is this situation which places the school 
in the middle of conflicts, that arc pri 
marily the conflicts of the society.

The most challenging statement in 
the volume is that which attempts to 
define the realm of responsibility fon 
the lay citizen and the professional edu 
cator. The authors believe that the final 
determination of what the school is to 
do is a lay decision and the professional 
might help appropriately but should re 
sist making the decision. The "how" o f

.education, on the other hand, is pri-

Revised!
OUR 

GROWING WORLD

Bv Milchell and Others

FARM AND CITY 
AMMAI.S. PLANTS,

AND MACHINES 
OIR COUNTRY

These books, always favorites with 
teachers, have heen brought up to 
date and are better than ever. 
Material, broad in scope, is pre 
sented so clearly and simply that 
children read with pleasure and 
understanding. Beautiful illustra 
tions in color.

marily a professional responsibility. 
though the lay citizen might be rightly 
concerned with the results produced by 
different teaching methods. Very right 
ly the authors point out that this neat 
delineation is not as sharp as it seems 
for on issues such as teaching .for 
moral and spiritual values, the "how" 
and the "what" arc virtually blended.

After some interesting discussions 
of major issues for public consideration 
and a few case studies showing how 
citizens and school people can work.to 
gether, the authors conclude their work 
with an elaboration on ten basic prin 
ciples for cooperative action. The latter 
should serve as valuable guidcposts for 
both lay and professional leaders. Of 
the case studies, the one about the 
Jackson School in Fcrndalc, Michigan, 
should be particularly valuable.

The documentation of the book is
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especially scholarly and should prove 
valuable to those who want to read 
further along particular lines. The 
bibliography and references to films 
should also prove helpful, though some 
very important books in this area are 
not included.

It is regrettable that the authors 
avoided entirely any references to racial 
desegregation. This is an area that illu 
strates so well some of the basic points 
developed in the book, viz., that the 
school is often in the middle of con 
flict, that society's failures arc often 
borne by the educator, that the school 
administrator must represent all the 
people not just the status groups, that 
the educator makes progress be? ' when 
he seeks to improve learning rather 
than carry a torch. Moreover the au 
thors could have had abundant case 
studies in desegregation to point out

other general postulates such as: suc 
cess comes when communities are ac 
customed to have agencies and people 
work together, progress must be in 
terms of local approaches, decisions 
once made are best operative when the 
school and other forces put them in 
action without hedging' and with full 
faith in the results. Many lay and pro 
fessional leaders would have found 
such a treatment of desegregation, 
within the broader framework of 
school-community relations, extremely 
helpful at this time. Besides, how could 
the subject be omitted from a book 
that deals with current conflicts be 
twcen school and conmiunity?

In all, however, the book has but one 
serious omission and thus the volume 
certainly deserves wide reading. It 
should do much to move us from the 
rule-of-thc-thumb stage to the scientific
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stage in school-community relations, ment and in the context of the con- 

Teachers and citizens alike will find temporary world and community con- 

this small volume worthy of careful ditions.
study and a helpful guide in the pro- There is much to recommend this
motion and evaluation of their own book for general reading. The Cold

programs. War crisis, community disintegration,

 Revised by H ARRY BARD, Curnc- criticisms of education, weaknesses of

ulum Bureau, Baltimore City Schools, administrative structure,' interrelation-

Baltimore, Maryland. ships of governmental units, and
' teacher morale arc all here. Dr. Melbv

Administering Community Kducation. d raws on thc manv values ot American

By Ernest O. Melby. New York: Hfe concepts of " crcativc education,

Prenticeflall, Incorporated. W>. p. human relationS- and business and

ij community management for the estab-
We have come to look to Dr. Melby lishment of his "flow chart." Vigorous-

for provocative writing. His latest vol- ly he rings the beU^or a "new" educa-

ume meets our expectations since it tion, a "new/"Toncept of administra-

pomts the way to many significant as- tion which draws on all community
spccts of the administrator's role. More resources.
than that Dr. Melby places these in thc The author writes with urtiisual

perspective of educational develop- urgency and skill. It may be, however.

"THE CHILDHOOD OF FAMOUS AMERICANS SERIES"
in the special School Edition

The first sixty-five volumes in this nationally recognized series wer,e 
available in the special School Edition as of February 1, 1955. Fifteen 
further volumes in the School Edition were published as of September 
1, 1955:

Babe Ruth Maria Mitchell Teddy Roosevelt 
Betsy Ross Nancy Hanks Will and Charlie Mayo 
Dan Webster Narcissa Whitman Will Clark , 
Ethan Alien Robert Peary Young Jed Smith 
Francis Marion Susan Anthony Zeb Pike

* Pre-bound, with McCain side sewing. Washable cloth
* "Low-vocabulary-level, wide-interest-range content" '
* Popu'ar usage in Grades 4 through 9
* Fiuui.te .sfon/ volumes serving areas of reading   independent, 

remedial or corrective, school library. Serving wide curricular 
purposes

* Per volume: List Price, $1.48; Net School Price, $1.11, f.o.b
publisher

Feel free to request School Edition descriptive literature and 'order 
blanks—either for direct purchase or "on approval, subject to return."

THE BOBBS-MERRILL COMPANY, INC.
730 North Meridian Street 468 Fourth Avenue 
Indianapolis 7 , I nd. New York 16, N. Y.

October 1955 61



that unlike the legendary crackcrjack 
whose sales mounted on the notion, 
"the more you cat, the more you 
want," readers will tire of the style be 
fore the final chapters. What is a good 
antidote for pain in the initial stages 
may become upon repeated injections, 
no antidote at all. There are more 
"musts" and priorities in this book 
than this reviewer recalls reading in 
one place in a long time.

Anyone wishing to become a success 
ful administrator must establish a hier 
archy of values. Books which aid the 
administrator in developing such a hier 
archy will become the standard books 
on the subject. Dr. Mclby's book has 
too many "major considerations" to be 
effective in fliis respect.

The impression is given that this 
book will confuse some people's think 
ing rather than clarify it. The author's 
provocations, all sound enough in 
themselves, may threaten rather than 
challenge. Given that the public 
schools belong to the people, that edu 
cation must be "community minded," 
it does not follow that an educational 
administrator must "manage" every 
thing educational in the community. 
If it docs, then by Dr. Mclby's own 
thesis that community is the primary 
"educator," the administrator becomes 
the governing head of the community. 
Ilcnri Fayol pointed out that one must 
never confuse administration with 
government, which presumes the avail 
ability of the total resources. One can 
be sure that the author intends no such 
implication. Yet the influence is rea 
sonable.

What then is the essential task of 
administration? To this crucial ques 
tion few educational writers have ad- 
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dressed their attention. Acknowledged 
authorities of educational administra 
tion, noting the impasse to which the 
school superintcndency has come, are 
inviting school personnel to more hein 
ous crimes than committed in the past, 
by suggesting that they aspire to such 
fluorescent levels as "Educational 
Statesmanship."

Authorities might well give more 
thought to the development of prin 
ciples of educational administration. 
Apparently there is great need for such 
.an enterprise. Until these principles 
arc available and gain widespread ac 
ceptance, the study of administration 
will be looked upon as a field for 
charlatans. A good start has been made 
in Urwick's Elements of Administra 
tion, a nd Follctt's Dynamic Adminis 
tration, both of which contain signi 
ficant working principles. Many of

these, while derived from industrial 
experience, arc immediately applicable 
to educational institutions. For some 
time we have had extremely fine books 
on educational finance. At present we 
may observe a wave of writing on per 
sonnel administration. It may. there 
fore be that the definitive books in 
educational administration .will wait 
upon a careful investigation of clearly 
delineated aspects of the field, one 
after another. :

One final remark is made at the 
risk uf misinterpretation. One regrets 
that authorities in the schools of edu 
cation, so imbued with a new 'gospel 
of changing concepts, are not the first 
to make themselves available to com 
munities looking for superintendents. 
Thus the"-combination of ratiocination 
and experience could lead them to 
derive some working principles which
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in turn could lead us all to an evalua 
tion of new educational structures. An 
idea man without experience (or vice- 
versa) is only halt a man.

Lest readers misconstrue the above 
judgments, let it be said that Adminis 
tering Community Education should 
be read for many reasons, not the least 
of which is that Dr. Melby wrote it.

—Reviewed by LESTER S. VANDER 
WERF, dean, College of Education, 
Northeastern University, Boston, Mas 
sachusetts.

Select Booklets
From time to time this column will 

present very brief reviews of pam 
phlets, brochures and other kinds of 
shorter publications which should be 
of value to readers. Because of space 
limitations, only a brief description or 
analysis can be given in each case.

Human Relations and Audio-Visual 
Materials by Jean D. Grambs (Na 
tional Conference of Christians and 
Jews, 43 West 57th Street, New York 
19, New York). This helpful pamphlet 
emphasizes instnictional materials 
which can be used in developing units 
of work and learning activities which 
arc' related to human relations. The   
first four chapters deal with specific 
techniques and problems in this 
area of teaching, followed bv compre 
hensive references, catalogues and 
source lists.

A Guidance Program for Rural 
Schools by Glyn Morris (Science Re 
search Associates, Inc., 57 West Grand 
Avenue, Chicago 10, Illinois). This 
little pamphlet deals with special prob 
lems of initiating, maintaining and 
evaluating a program of individual and

WORLD
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from 1 st to 8 th Grades...pupils 
WRITE BETTER-LEARN FASTER

CORRELATION in HANDWRITING

Circle Reader Card 
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New easy way helps even 
the slow pupil through

by Frank N. Freeman, Ph. D. 

DEAN EMERITUS OF THE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION, UNIV. OF CALIF.

This natural, logical handwriting plan hy one 
i . of the nation's foremost educators IL-I-; the 

Language Arts approach. Even slow'pupils 
respond admirably, for it holds the i gild's 
interest from the very first grade. 
Starting with simple printing, pupils jmi.ckly 
learn basic writing principles. Transition to 
cursives, often difficult, is now easily gra.sped. 
Progress through the 8th grade is rapid, con 
tinuous. And careful psychological guidance 
helps develop good citizens   as well as good 
writers and students. i   
This course copes with individual diffvrences 
in pupils    including the left handed child. 
All students proceed at their natural pace. 
Brighter students are not penalized, but an; 
encouraged to greater accomplishments." 
Now in use in hundreds of schools, the entire 
program includes two truly professional teach 
ing aid.s you will find most helpful.

THE 2ANER-BLOSER COMPANY
612 North Pork Street Dept. El Columbus 8, Ohio

group guidance in rural schools. Spe 
cial attention is paid to record-keeping, 
the role of the counselor, and group 
work in educational, vocational and 
personal guidance.

Choosing Free Materials for Use 
in the Schools ( American Association 
of School Administrators, 1201 16th 
Street, N.W., Washington 6, D. C.) 
is a small brochure listing criteria for 
selection of free materials for use in 
the schools and methods of gaining 
best utilization of these materials.

Of particular interest to secondary 
school Jteachers and to parents of ado 
lescents is the publication. I t's High 
Time ( National Association of Sec 
ondary-School Principals or National 
School Public Relations Association, 
1201 16th Street, N.W., Washington

6. D. C.). This material may well be 
used in in-service education activities 
of a high school faculty as well as with 
parent study groups. Kmphasis is 
on a discussion of adolescent charac 
teristics and needs with their implica 
tions for parents and'teachers. '

Working in the Core Program in 
Burns Laboratory School ( Published 
by Ball State Teachers College, Mun- 
cie, Indiana) is a description and-anal-. 
\ sis of an experimental program at Ball 
State Teachers College in Muncie, 
Indiana. Both principles and practices 
which arc involved in this program 
are developed.

—Reviewed by PAUL M. HAI.VER- 
SON, associate professor of education, 
Syracuse University, Syracuse, New 
York. . '•
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