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I N THE REALM of ideas and concepts 
basic to planning an adequate cur^ 

riculum in tlic schools for boys and 
girls, sharing i s indeed a virtue. And 
so we sincerely hope that all good 
ASCD members will be willing to share 
their ideas, plans and program-build 
ing experiences with us all. As we be 
gin a new year in this column, will vou 
please write its editor a brief report on 
things you are doing or have done in 
recent months, curriculum-wise, and 
send him copies of your recent cur 
riculum publications for listing and 
icvicw? \Vc can all profit from such 
a sharing, so please let me hear from 
you.

  Jeff West, formcrh curriculum 
assistant. West Miami Junior High 
School, has been appointed director 
of curriculum and instructional serv 
ices in Dade County, Florida.

The revision of Curriculum Bulletin 
\o. I (sec "Recent Bulletins") has 
been completed. This guide is an over 
all statement of philosophy, basic poli 
cies and program of studies and was 
originally developed in a count}' wide 
workshop (1950). The revision also 
resulted from the combined efforts of 
Hade County teachers in a workshop 

Jicld during the summer of 1954.
A junior high curriculum planning 

committee, working with Mrs. Mado- 
lyn Brown, supervisor of social studies, 
and Mrs. Elizabeth White, supervisor

of language arts, is doing the final edit 
ing on a combination social studies 
and language arts bulletin. These 
two subject areas are fused together 
in a two-hour block of time in the 
junior high schools. The title of the 
new bulletin is The Road to Effective 
Teaching. I t has been in the process 
of development for more than a year 
and contains a variety of suggested 
teaching techniques which have been 
contributed by the language arts and 
social studies teachers. from all over 
the county.

A second bulletin, which is also be 
ing revised, is Bulletin No. 2 ( elemen 
tary curriculum). This guide makes 
use of a question-and-ansvver format 
and was developed from questions 
which elementary teachers have about 
teaching techniques, instructional ma 
terials, consultant help and supplemen 
tary references.

The recent provision for curriculum 
assistants in larger schools, devoting 
full time to the job of helping teachers 
improve the instructional program, is 
meeting with great success in the Dade 
County schools. With the cooperation 
of the University of Miami, an imserv- 
ice training program for the curriculum 
assistants was carried on throughout 
1954-1955.

  Yolo County, California, schools 
are engaged in a three-year curriculum 
project under the leadership of Hilda
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Announcing...
A Child Progress Plan/or Elementary Science 

JUNIOR SCIENTIST SERIES
Designed for grades one through six:

1 Down Your Street 4 Here and Away
2 Around the Corner 5 Far and Wide
3 In Yoar Neighborhood 6 Your Science World

Distinctive Organization 
Attractive-Functional Illustrations 
Controlled Vocabulary

About the Authors...
Arthur O. Baker Directing Supervisor of Science, Cleveland

Public Schools, Cleveland, Ohio 
Grace C. Maddux Assistant Supervisor oj Science, Cleveland

Public Schools, Cleveland, Ohio 
Helen B. Warrin   Elementary School Principal, \eirark, j\ew Jersey

Teachers'1 manuals in preparation. Sample copies araitahlr.

RAND M?NAL.CY A COMPANY, P. o. BOX 7eoo. Chicago ao

Taba of San Francisco State College. 
Just completing its second year, the 
project now comprises a secondary 
school problem-solving workshop in 
intergroup relations, a rural school 
workshop on parent conferences, a 
city school study of the ungraded pri 
mary, and a district-wide workshop 
with seventy teachers carrying on ac 
tion research singly or in cluster groups 
on classroom problems of immediate 
concern to them. In addition to these 
workshops, reports Elizabeth Noel, 
curriculum director, individual teachers 
in other parts of the county are carry 
ing on specialized related research proj 
ects of their own choosing, and an ad 
ministrators group has evolved from an 
informal workshop where immediate 
problems were discussed to a leader 
ship group serving the county offices in 
an advisory capacity.

  The staff of the Carroll, Iowa, 
High School obtained valuable sugges 
tions for planning the English phase of 
their curriculum by a survey of recent 
high school graduates and college in 
structors in the English departments 
of fifteen Iowa colleges. As a result 
of the suggestions received, the staff 
reaffirmed the necessity of giving at 
tention to reading comprehension and 
speed, and oral and written composi 
tion.

Recent Ci/rriculum Bulletins

The theme for this month's issue. 
"Educational Leadership in Individual 
Schools,'' is amply exemplified in many 
excellent curriculum guides of various 
types that have been issued by school 
systems in recent months and by bulle 
tins prepared by state departments of 
education for the guidance of local
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school staffs. Included in the bulletins 
listed below arc some that are speci 
fically designed to provide a framework 
for leadership and to give over-all di 
rection to the program of education.

  New York State Education De 
partment, A Design for Early Second 
ary Education in New York State. Sug- 
gcstions to Schools and Their Com 
munities for Improving Educational 
Programs in Grades 7, 8 and 9. Albany: 
the Department, 1054. 118 p.

'I'his outstanding guide for junior 
high school staffs examines the bases 
for developing an adequate program of 
education for young adolescents and 
then presents the broad design for such 
a program. Each major subject area is 
discussed, as are the cxtraclass activi 
ties, pupil personnel services, and li 
brary services. The chapter, "Sustain 
ing the Program," considers other as 
pects of a good school, and the con 
cluding chapter suggests methods for 
organizing the staff for effecting im 
provement.

  Dade County Public Schools, A 
Guide to Curriculum Planning in the 
Dade County Public Schools. Curricu 
lum Bulletin No. 1, Revised. Miami, 
Florida: the Schools, 1955. 30 p. 
(mimeographed)

Mere the schools of the Miami area 
set forth their basic philosophy and the 
policies that govern curriculum plan 
ning. Part II presents plans for or 
ganizing the curriculum at all school 
levels. The organization at the junior 
high school level provides for a "Basic 
Education Block," or what many 
would call a core program. The basic 
education group teacher also is respon 

sible for the guidance of his, pupils. 
Graduation requirements for senior 
high school pupils are listed and brief 
suggestions on curriculum content arc
included. <

  South Carolina State Department 
of Education, The Story of the Good 
School. A School for Today's World. 
Columbia, South Carolina: the De 
partment. 1954. 91 p.

A profusely and beautifuHy illu 
strated bulletin, this is the story of the 
good school in South Carolina. Five 
aspects of a good school arc explained 
and pictured: (a) a program that gives 
training in the fundamentals, develops 
individuals to their fullest capacities 
and prepares for good citizenship; (b) 
buildings, equipment and facilities that 
service the needs of the community 
and its people, provide an environment 
that contributes to healthful living, 
make provisions for individual differ 
ences, and encourage use of many 
learning experiences; (c) the staff; (d) 
finance; and (c) special programs for 
those pupils who have special needs.

  Kansas Educational Planning 
Commission, Source Book for the 
Schools of Tomorrow for Kansas. Re 
vised. Topcka, Kansas: Kansas State 
Teachers Association, 1953. 65 p. 
(mimeographed)

This study guide is illustrative of a 
number of fine publications that have 
been published in recent years ^o help 
educators and lay citizens alike give 
thoughtful consideration to the prob 
lems of education facing a state and 
our nation. Its ten chapters presenf 
basic data and information on various 
aspects of education and discuss prin-
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cities essential to the development 
od ;.good schools. With the Whjte 
HcJuse Conference on Education 
scheduled for late November, citizens 
in many states and local communities 
are now'busily engaged in a discussion 
of educational problems, and source 
books of this type are desirable if sound 
decisions are to be made.

  Phoenix Public Schools, Madison 
Elementary School, Know Your School 
Bulletins. Curriculum Guide for Par 
ents of Children in Level One Through 
Grade Eight. Phoenix, Arizona: the 
Schools, 1954. 53 p. (mimeographed:)

This series of eleven bulletins, pre 
pared for parents by the faculty and 
administration of the Madison Ele 
mentary School, explains the total in 
structional program of the school. The 
program for the first four grades, kin 
dergarten through the third, is organ 
ized on six levels, each of which nor 
mally takes six months. Some pupils 
may take more time, some less, de 
pending on their rate of growth. Any 
level can be lengthened or shortened 
to meet the needs of the child whose 
rate of growth deviates from the ma 
jority of children. It is believed that 
this -type of organization prevents 
failure and repetition, for growth is 
continuous. Goals for the various 
aspects of the school program at each 
level or grade are listed.

  Denver Public Schools, Curricu 
lum Development Through Commit 
tees on Instruction. Denver: the 
Schools, 1954. 16 p. and chart.

Since 1920, when Denver first under 
took its ongoing program of curriculum 
development, it has been committed 
to teacher participation in the formu 

lation of instructional policy. This 
bulletin explains the present organiza 
tion of the school staff for curriculum 
improvement, and lists guiding prin 
ciples for the work of committees. A 
large chart clearly "explains the inter 
relations of each group and describes 
the responsibilities of each committee.

  Pittsburgh Public Schools, Report 
of the Superintendent's Committee 
on the Reorganization of the Senior 
High School Curriculum. Pittsburgh: 
the Schools, 1955. 10 p. (mimeo.)

This report, directed primarily to 
the senior high school staffs of Pitts 
burgh, is of general interest to curricu 
lum workers in showing the revisions 
that are Being made in the offerings 
of the schools and in the requirements 
for graduation. The report, approved 
by the Board of Education on April 18, 
1955, recommends that the high 
schools institute four separate curricu- 
lums the Academic, the Business, the 
General and the Vocational in Sep 
tember 1955 and that the diploma be 
revised in conformity with the ap 
proved curriculums. Seventeen Car 
negie units are required for graduation, 
and mentally retarded pupils arc to be 
given a certificate of completion rather 
than a diploma. The number of clcc- 
tives in each curriculum is more 
limited.

  Los Angeles County Superintend 
ent of Schools, Educating the Chil 
dren of Los Angeles County. A Course 
of Study for Elementary Schools. Los 
Angeles: the Superintendent, 1955. 
431 P-

This is certainly one of the most 
comprehensive and forward-looking 
curriculum guides for the elementary
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school published in recent years. The 
large number of full-page photographs 
adds greatly to its attractiveness and 
usefulness. The guide covers all phases 
of curriculum planning: a chapter is 
devoted to the community setting in 
which the school functions; the pur 
poses of education are listed; a long 
chapter presents pertinent data on 
what children arc like at the various 
grade levels; and separate chapters arc- 
devoted to areas of the curriculum  
social studies, science, language arts, 
mathematics, the arts, home-making 
and industrial arts education, and 
healthful living. An appendix contains 
a *hart showing the approximate grade 
placement for teaching vocational 
skills, skills in the mechanics of writ 
ing, and mathematical skills. Descrip 
tions of a primary class, a fifth grade 
class, and a seventh grade class at work 
in the area of the social studies arc 
unusually helpful guides to the art of 
teaching. Throughout the guide major 
considqration is given to matters of 
scope and sequence.

  Grand Island Public Schools, E le 
mentary Science in Grand Island Pub 
lic Schools; Elementary Science in 
Grand Island Public Schools, Supple 
ment No. 1; Mathematics in Grand 
Island Public Schools. Grand Island, 
Nebraska: the Schools, 1955. 85 p., 
51 p., and 29 p. (mimeographed)

These three new bulletins from the 
Grand Islan : Schools are the out 
growth of clis' ission and group reports 
in the Prc-Opcning Workshop for 
teachers, held each year for a week prior 
to the opening of school. Committees 
of teachers usually spend some months 
in bringing the thinking of the staff to 

gether in the form of these curriculum 
guides. The two science guides are 
comprehensive and contain many sug 
gestions for learning activities, experi 
ments and demonstrations. The mathe 
matics guide is largely in outline form, 
showing the skills and concepts that 
should be developed in grades kinder 
garten through nine.

  Richmond Public Schools, Instruc 
tional Work Progress Report. R ich 
mond, California: the Schools, 1955. 
8 p. (mimeographed)

  Cleveland Public Schools, De 
veloping the Curriculum in the Cleve 
land Public Schools. C leveland: the 
Schools, 1954. 14 p. (mimeographed)

These two publications are reports, 
to the staff and other interested per 
sons on accomplishments in ciirricu- 
Itim planning during the year c6vered. 
The Richmond report grew out of 
significant recommendations for cur 
riculum improvement made at the ad 
ministrators' conference in June 1954.

  Michigan Association for Super 
vision and Curriculum Development, 
A Look at Cooperative Action Re 
search in Michigan. Earning: Michi 
gan Education Association, 1954. 112 
p. (multilithed) $1.00

Michigan ASCD has been carrying 
on a program of action research, and 
this bulletin summarizes some of these 
projects. Examples are given of in 
dividual teacher projects, projects in in 
dividual schools and school systems, 
and the activities of the Metropolitan 
Detroit Bureau of Cooperative School 
Stydies. Consideration is also giv£n to 
the cooperation of college and universi 
ties and local school systems.
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