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Teaching World Understanding. Ed 
ited by Ralph C. Preston. New
York: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1 955.

Concern about world understanding 
has long been a significant part of the 
record of the Friends. Now comes a 
small volume which compresses into 
ZOO pages a number of practical and 
valuable Quaker approaches to world 
understanding in the schools. Edited 
by Ralph C. Preston, Teaching World 
Understanding presents ideas and ex 
periences of eight specialists, all with 
a background of work in Quaker 
schools.

Issues proposed for consideration 
by Editor Preston deserve the atten 
tion of every teacher: (a) To what ex 
tent can attitudes be changed? (b) Is 
teaching world understanding a form 
of propaganda? (c) Does world un 
derstanding conflict with patriotism? 
(d) Does emphasis upon world un 
derstanding provide a means for evad 
ing personal problems? (c) Can con 
fidence and optimism be built in a 
war-threatened world?

Leonard S. Kenworthy contributes 
two chapters on studying other coun 
tries and peoples at elementary and 
secondary school levels. lie suggests 
aims, cites dangers and difficulties, 
characterizes a good program, sets up 
guidelines for choosing topics or coun 
tries to be studied, summarizes general 
methods and materials, and provides

Column Editor: Paul M. Halverson
Contributors: Margaret Wasson

George Sharp

his usual helpful bibliographies. Ways 
of achieving world understanding 
through current affairs teaching, school 
assemblies and service activities are 
described in three short chapters.

To this reviewer the most valuable 
and interesting chapters are those 
which present in considerable detail 
i.vo major projects of the Ameri 
can Friends Service Committee the 
School Affiliation Service and the'work 
camp program, both in the United 
States and overseas. These two chap 
ters give heartening examples of suc 
cessful action approaches to world 
understanding. The accounts reflect 
not only Quaker concern but also an 
optimistic point of view which will be 
appreciated by teachers today. Preston 
makes it clear that he is not advocating 
the preaching of sweetness and light. 
Instead he proposes "patient, gentle, 
yet persistent and unremitting refer 
ence to certain important established 
facts: Progress toward world order has 
taken place . . . Pessimism is often 
caused by ncarsightedness and poor 
perspective . . . Cooperation is a law 
of nature . . . Each person's influence 
is important." Teachers "have it with 
in their power as teachers to make a 
major contribution to the building of 
a safer, saner, kindlier world."

Although much that is included in 
this little volume can be found in year 
books and other publications, the spc-
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SEND TODAY for your copy of 
these new books. Each has 64 
pages and cover. Size 6V4 x 8. 
Three copies $1.00 each, Net, 
Postpaid. Single copy price $1.25 
each, Net, Postpaid.

our ABCs manuscript and cursive 
and how we IMPROVE them

Two Important New Books

Teachers are enthusiastic about these new 
books for they show the correct way to 
make the letters and numbers. Every letter 
of the alphabet is carefully illustrated for 
your study and improvement. 
Self-instruction and Self-analysis a re combined 
with the correct visualization of each letter 
to produce better writing. 
Space is provided for you to make and to 
score your own letters.

Essential Wherever Manuscript 
and Cursive Handwriting 

are taught

ZANER-BLOSER
672 A . Park S treet. Dept. EL, Columbus 8, Ohio

cial Quaker flavor, the brevity and 
simplicity of the writing, and the 
wealth of specific reference material 
make this a valuable book for curricu 
lum workers, both in and out of the 
classroom.
 Reviewed by M ARGARI-:T \V.\ssox, 

director of instruction, Highland Park 
Public Schools, Dallas, Texas.

Educational Supervision A Leader 
ship Service. A report of the South 
ern States Work Conference on 
Educational Problems. By H. Ctiff 
Hamilton, R. Lee Thomas and J. B. 
Robertson. Tallahassee, Florida: 
George T. \\'alker. State Depart 
ment of Education, J 95-f. $1.2?. 
This publication is an outgrowth of 

a study in instructional supervision 
which was sponsored by The Southern 
States Work Conference during a

November 1955

three year period ending in .1954. 
While the focus of attention is re 
gional, this incisively and compactly 
written report should prove both stimu 
lating and useful to experienced cur 
riculum workers in all parts of the 
country.

The contents of the report are di 
vided into six chapters. In Chapter 1, 
supervision is defined, those who take 
part in it arc designated, the need for 
supervisory services is explained, and 
the basic principles of supervision are 
given. Chapter 2 deals with the organi- 
xation and administration of super 
visor}' services in the individual school, 
in the local administrative unit and at 
the state level. Nine supervisory rela 
tionships are identified and described 
in Chapter 3. In each case, a statement 
concerning the relationship is made,
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an illustrative incident given, and in 
a concluding section titled "Did you 
notice that " significant points are 
made prominent.

Chapter 4, "Ways of Working in 
Supervision," is, as it should be, the 
longest in the report. In it, ways in 
which supervisors work with individu 
als, groups and resources are listed and 
illustrative descriptions of actual in 
cidents are given. Relevant principles 
of supervision are suggested in the 
margin next to the paragraphs to which 
they apply. In some instances, princi 
ples other than those listed in Chapter 
1 are introduced.

The fifth chapter is devoted to the 
evaluation of supervisory services. In 
the opening paragraphs, general princi 
ples and purposes of evaluation are dis 
cussed. Following this section, instru 
ments developed in several southern

states are reproduced. These include 
a parent-opinionnaire, a school-com 
munity survey outline, an interview 
guide and a self-evaluation check-list 
for supervisors.

The education of supervisors is the 
subject of the sixth and concluding 
chapter. While admitting that only a 
few of the southern states have pro 
grams designed particularly for super 
visors, it is asserted that there is evi 
dence of progress being made in their 
recruitment, selection and education. 
Actual practices of promise in each of 
these three areas are cited. The chap 
ter closes with some provocative pro 
posals for program planning for the 
education of supervisors. These are 
stated rather succinctly, so that the 
reader is left interested but uncertain 
of his understanding. It is to be hoped 
that further explanation will follow.

NEW EDITION

By MILDRED A. DAWSON and others

• meets today's language needs — a program of growth for 
grades 2-8.

• provides for learning, practicing, using essential language 
skills.

• presents the skills in a sequence that assures steady growth.
• offers a rich content that gives real purposes for learning.
• maintains learning through systematic review tests and 

remedial practice.

Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York • 2126 Prairie Avenue, Chicago 16
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Iii sum, this publication represents 
well the down-to-earth state and re 
gional studies currently being made by 
workers in the field. Its greatest weak 
ness is in its photographs which may 
"break up the printing," but in this 
case certainly fail to illustrate. Its 
greatest strength lies in its boiled-down, 
professional incisivcncss.
 Reviewed by GEORGE SHARP, cur 

riculum coordinator, Public Schools, 
'ienafty New Jersey.

The Dynamics of Personal Adjust 
ment. By George F. / . Lehner and 
Ella A. Kube. New York: Prentice- 
Ilall, Inc., 1 955.
This book should prove useful in 

education. Written in simple non 
technical language for students in in 
troductory psychology courses or for 
the general reader, the book attempts

not only to bring into sharper fociis 
the major forces that help or hinder 
the individual in making a satisfactory 
adjustment to life but also to help the 
reader to develop insight into his own 
personal and social problems of adjust 
ment. While significant findings (in 
cluding recent ones) from both clinical 
and social psychology arc utilized, 
theoretical considerations are held to a 
minimum and personal experiences 
arc stressed. The results of animal ex 
perimentation are kept in their proper 
relation to human behavior as initial 
or corroborative evidence.

The content of the book falls, into 
four major areas. The first three chap 
ters attempt to explain why it is im 
portant to understand ourselves and 
others and to achieve good mental 
health. The next section deals with

CP^ .̂  0" ( ; n >e the Indians ^PO $>e  * 
 b^0 ^0 o act et «n /iff" C hance! ^'^o

These are hut a .few of the timely articles in November's
Reader's Digest > 

EDUCATIONAL EDITION
E\ery month as in November you get interesting, informative material in the 

Digest, used by more than 16.000 English and social studies teachers as an aid in the 
development of thinking, informed citizens. The Digest also brings you and your 
students 10 pages of expertly prepared student and teacher aids each month of the 
school year.

Send today tor tree New Standard Vocabulary Test, complete with testing kit of 
35 copies of the 125-word Form A Test to measure students' vocabulary now. Form 
8 will be available in May.

Are you attending the NCTE or the NCSS Meetings in New York? Visit Reader's 
Digest BOOTH No. 3 in The Statler Hotel. BOOTH 18 in the Commodore.

Reader's Digest 
EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT

Pleasantville New York
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the origin, nature and development of 
emotional and psychological needs 
and the reactions that follow when 
needs are frustrated or in conflict. The 
third part discusses the principles of 
mental health and the dynamics of 
family adjustments, school adjust 
ments, social adjustments, job and ca 
reer adjustments, psychoscxual adjust 
ments, adult living and old age adjust 
ments. Included are two chapters on 
the neuroses and the functional psy 
choses.

In the closing section, the signifi 
cance of personal differences and their 
effect on personality development and 
adjustment arc emphasized. In the final 
chapter, psychotherapy is explained as 
a re-learning process and the various 
types of therapy arc described.

Chapter 3 on man's views of him 
self and his world outlines beliefs that 
have both explained and influenced 
human behavior from ancient times 
to the present. This chapter should 
he of particular interest to the under 
graduate and to the layman.

On the negative side, the concept of 
adjustment is not adequately explained 
nor arc a number of other concepts 
which are referred to in the book. Im 
provements could also be made in the 
use of the illustrative material.

It is recommended that teachers of 
high school and adult evening school 
psychology courses review this book 
for possible use as a text. It is also 
recommended to those who would like 
to bring themselves up-to-date on some 
of the more recent findings in clinical 
and social psychology.

—Reviewed by GEORGE SHARP, cur 
riculum coordinator. Public Schools. 
Tcnafly, New Jersey.
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MOR-PiA JUMBO-BLOX
WILL Stimulate Social 

and Dramatic Play!

For Nursery School 
Through Second Grade

Low priced, too! 12 Big 12x6x6-in 
hollow Blox and 4 .'-Ft. boards (basic 
#4 unit) for just ?30' And they 
/rick lofflhcr s imply, easily, tj«ickl\ 
to make things sketched here, plus 
countless others   without teacher 
help' Develop initiative, coopera 
tion, teach concepts of space rela 
tions and numbers, big enough to 
build real things Clear. A-grade Pon- 
derosa Pine, last for years and years'

MOR-PLA BLOK-TRAIN
Puts Your Mor-Pla 

Blox on Wheels!
Makes a real ride-on tram 
 safe, sturdy more than 
5': feet long. \Vhat fun 1

4 Big Cars Hook Togeriwr toffy!
Made of strong, '4-inch birch ply 
wood for rugged use. Child can 
quickly, easily hook cars together 
or take them apart. For hauling, 
riding, sharing, learning. Fun for all! 
Just $18.50.
All prices are f.o.b. Birmingham, Mich. 

Write for further information

R. H. STONE PRODUCTS
P.O. So. 414 Detroit 3 1, Midi.
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