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I i is ESPECIALLY appropriate that this 
issue be devoted to the education of 

the gifted. Curriculum workers are well 
a ware that many school systems arc 
undertaking special programs for plan 
ning of educational experiences that 
will be particularly challenging to tal 
ented and gifted pupils. As one looks 
at the situation nationally, however, he 
soon becomes aware that most of these 
programs arc still in preliminary stages 
of development, that many school sys 
tems arc interested in trying out various 
promising techniques and procedures, 
but that no school system believes that 
it has yet solved the problem or form 
ulated a definitive plan for teachers in 
adapting instruction to the talented. 
So the programs described below and 
the bulletins listed later in this section 
should be regarded as tentative. These 
school systems and organizations, never 
theless, arc willing to share their think 
ing, ideas and plans with other curric 
ulum workers interested in planning 
programs best adapted to the varying 
abilities of all pupils.

• Two states in which educators have 
been especially active in developing 
programs for the gifted and talented 
arc California and Pennsylvania. The 
California Committee for the Study 
of Education has a special Subcom 
mittee on Education for the Gifted of 
whieh Donald E. Kitch is chairman. 
Bernard J. Lonsdale, consultant in elc-
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mcntary education for the California 
Department of Education, cites spe 
cial programs for the education of the 
gifted in Palo Alto, Castro Valley, San 
Diego City Schools, San Diego County 
Schools, and the Long Beach City 
Schools. Publications prepared by 
these schools arc listed later. Other 
schools arc also concerned about the 
problem and some arc in process of 
developing special programs.

As one phase of these efforts in Cali 
fornia, J. C. Gowan and May Seagoe 
Gowan have prepared an annotated 
bibliography on the gifted child. It 
appeared in the March 1955 issue of 
the California Journal of Educational 
Research, published by the California 
Teachers Association. This bibliog 
raphy is intended to bring up to date 
the one published in 1951 in the book 
edited by Paul Witty, entitled The 
Gifted Child.

The Castro Valley program got 
under way in the spring of 1953, when 
Robert Hayden, principal of the Par 
sons School, obtained permission of 
the administration to appoint a special 
committee to study the problems of* 
the gifted child. On the basis of this 
ycar-and-a-half study, a plan was pre 
sented to the Board of Education and 
approval was given to begin an experi 
mental program in the school. The 
first task facing school officials was the 
selection of gifted children, and the
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Announcing...
i A Child Progress Plan for Elementary Science 
I JUNIOR SCIENTIST SERIES

1

Designed for grades one through six:
1 Down Your Street .4 Here and Away
2 Around the Corner 5 Far and Wide
3 In Your Neighborhood 6 Your Science World

Distinctive Organization 
Attractive-Functional Illustrations 
Controlled Vocabulary

About the Authors ...
Arthur O. Baker— Directing Supervisor of Science, Cleveland

Public Schools, Cleveland, Ohio 
Grace C. Maddux— Assistant Supervisor of Science, Cleveland

Public Schools, Cleveland, Ohio 
Helen B. Warrin — Elementary School Principal, .\eit~ark, New Jersey

Teachers' manuals in preparation. Sample copies available.
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committee formulated certain criteria 
for this purpose. After the children 
were identified, the program has de 
veloped through two phases: (a) en 
richment, which takes place in the 
child's own class, particularly during 
those periods of the day when in the 
judgment of the teacher a gifted child 
is not likely to benefit from the type of 
activity then in progress; and (b) work 
shop meetings. The workshop enrolls 
gifted children in grades 4, 5 and 6 
and meets for two one-hour periods 
per week. It is under the direction of 
a specialist in gifted children. The 
purposes of the workshop are to pro 
vide special guidance, to give instruc 
tion in the art of leadership, to broaden 
the pupils' interest in world affairs, 
music, art, science and other areas, and 
to develop creativity through the arts.

A full-scale evaluation project has not 
yet been possible, but some preliminary 
analysis has been made.

The special program in the San 
DieJI Public Schools for the education 
of the gifted child has extended over 
a period of at least 20 years, but the 
program has been given new impetus 
since 1950. Previously, the school 
system had assumed that adaptations 
for these pupils could be made by the 
individual teacher in the regular class 
room situation. But on the basis of 
some studies made in 1949 school 
officials found that "most gifted pupils 
had only a little better than a 50-50 
chance of accomplishing as much as 
the average children in the same 
classes." Iii 1950 a volunteer com 
mittee was appointed to study the 
problem and to formulate plans. In
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1951 a limited program to meet the 
needs of gifted children was initiated 
in the schools. This program involved 
continuous screening by psychologists 
and teachers to locate these gifted 
pupils, some further experimentation 
in accelerating these pupils, provision 
of teacher consultants to assist teachers 
having gifted pupils, a program of indi 
vidual counseling and guidance service 
to pupils needing it, and a series of 
study group meetings for parents of 
gifted pupils. On the basis of such 
experimentation and study, by 1953 
the program had crystallized at the 
policy level.

In Pennsylvania those interested 
in the study of the intellectually gifted 
organized the Pennsylvania Association 
for the Mentally Gifted. Marie Saul, 
associate superintendent of schools, 
Pittsburgh, is president for 1955-56. 
The association holds an annual con 
ference and these proceedings provide 
interesting curriculum material for per 
sons interested in this problem. Mar 
garet Neuber, associate professor of 
special education of Pennsylvania State 
University, reports that the Pittsburgh 
Schools, Dcrry Township Schools, the 
Eric Schools, the Altoona Schools, the 
Lcwistown Schools, the Allentown 
Schools, and the Philadelphia Schools 
arc among those that have formulated 
plans for developing special opportuni 
ties for the gifted.

• According to Prudence Bostwick, 
the Denver Public Schools are just 
getting well started on their considera 
tion of the problems of the gifted 
child. The Committees on Instruction 
created last year a K-12 Study Com 
mittee for the Gifted. This committee 
presented its recommendations to the

Board of the Committees on Instruc 
tion late last school year, and the 
board has requested members of all 
schools to send in their views relative 
to the report of the board early this 
fall so that more concrete plans may 
be formulated. The committee has 
recommended 6 study areas for the 
present school year: investigation of 
curriculum offerings which may be 
added to the regular program; a study 
of "drive" as a necessary corollary to 
high I.Q. if the full potential of gifted- 
ness is to be realized; a plan of se 
quence in instruction and provision for 
related materials so that the pupil's 
educational experience will be con 
tinuous; an examination of the ways 
in which special subjects may be used; 
a study of persons with special talents 
other than academic to determine ways 
to help them; and a further examina 
tion of means for securing scholarship 
assistance for gifted pupils financially 
unable to continue their education. A 
survey of actual classroom practices re 
lating to the gifted, which was made 
last spring, will be published soon.

• James Dunlap, school psychologist 
of the University City (Missouri) 
School, where Robert GUchrist re 
cently assumed the superintendency, 
reports that the schools of that city 
provide two types of programs for in 
tellectually gifted pupils. In the ele 
mentary grades enrichment classes are 
offered for such pupils in grades three 
through six. These classes of eight to 
ten pupils meet twice each week for 
40 or 50 minute periods outside their 
regular classroom tcC explore topics, 
generally of their own choosing, under 
the direction of a special teacher. At 
the junior high school level, gifted (145
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",\o other in fiii'i zinc docs .so m uch toicard
building character . . . and better reading habits . . ."

"The Reader's Digest exerts a powerful influence 
hi the development of character and personal 
reading hahits. It breathes life into the class 
room because Reader's Digest is l ife life ex 
perienced through stimulating accounts of events 
nt home and ahroad by economic and political 
experts, outstanding literary figures and noted 
M'ientists."

Ernest Kivisto
f'N'/Yif Tairnslup Hmli S .•/,..../. l-: n ,t Mulinr. Ill

Kvery nioiitli you and your students get:
• a ll of the Reader's Digest with more than 30 new and exciting articles
• 40 pages of student and teacher helps to build communication skills
• complete vocabulary and reading program, prepared by experts
SP;K/ U tility for sample copy plus New Standard I'ornbulary Text -- free!

Reader's Digest
E I) t (. A T I O N A I- D E P A R T M E N T

I.O. and above) and superior (130 to 
HO I.Q.) pupils arc grouped together 
in three or four sections of each grade 
for academic work rather than being 
scattered through 12 or 14 .different 
sections. In this way pupils have an 
opportunity to develop in directions 
and at a rate compatible with their 
abilities and interests. Several follow- 
up studies have shown the worthwhile- 
ness of these efforts.

Recent Curriculum Bulletins

In the efforts of many school systems 
to develop a curriculum that would 
more adequately challenge all students, 
including the gifted, several excellent 
guides and bulletins on the education 
of talented children have been pub 
lished. An effort was made to locate 
.is main of these as possible; the listing 
below comprises this effort. If other

school systems have such publications, 
the column editor would like very
much to receive copies for later listing.'{

• Palo Alto Public Schools, Meet 
ing Individual Differences: The Gifted 
Child. A Handbook For Teachers and 
Administrators, Palo Alto, California: 
the Schools. 195?. 32 p.

This bulletin is designed to help 
teachers meet individual differences in 
children, particularly with reference to 
the gifted child. The booklet explains 
the general policies of the Palo Alto 
Schools in meeting individual differ 
cnces and discusses school practices 
with relation to such problems. The 
second section is devoted to the char 
acteristics of the gifted child, and the 
concluding portion of the booklet offers 
suggestions to teachers for improving 
ways in which they arc meeting the
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needs of gifted children. The guide is 
largely in outline form nnd is also 
cleverly illustrated.

• New York State Department of 
Education, Regents Council on the 
Readjustment of High School Educa 
tion, Bright Kids: We Need Them. 
Albany: the Department, 1955.

This attractive little leaflet is pri 
marily an appeal to teachers and the 
public to provide adequate programs 
for the talented. The council con 
cludes the picas with six recommenda 
tions for meeting the needs of these 
youngsters.

• San Diego County School, Sug 
gested Enrichment Activities for the 
Gifted Child. San Diego: Office of 
Superintendent of San Diego County 
Schools, 1954. 44 p.

This booklet suggests ways for teach 
ers in the elementary school to work 
with intellectually gifted children and 
those who have special talent in music 
and art. After a brief introduction, 
containing suggestions to help the 
teacher in identifying and understand 
ing the gifted and talented, the booklet 
presents ideas for providing enrich 
ment activities for such children in the 
areas of the social studies, science, 
reading or written communications, 
arithmetic, physical education, music 
nnd art. Especially helpful arc a sug 
gested bibliography for teachers and a 
bibliography of books especially suit 
able for gifted children.

• Long Beach Public Schools, The 
Very Superior Pupil: A Handbook for 
the Junior High School Teacher; The 
Very Superior Pupil: A Handbook for 
the Senior High School Teacher; The 
Very Superior Pupil: A Tentative

Plan. Long Beach, California: the 
Schools, 1955, 1955, and 1952. 62 p., 
36 p., and 36 p. (Mimeographed. Avail 
able through designated curriculum de 
positories.)

These three publications of the Long 
Beach Schools resulted from the efforts 
of a system-wide committee appointed 
in 1951. The function of the com 
mittee was to prepare work procedures 
for the identification of the very su 
perior pupil and recommendations for 
appropriate instructional practices for 
such pupils. The first bulletin pub 
lished, in September 1952, contains a 
history of the project and a statement 
of policies and procedures, and con 
tains suggested enrichment materials. 
These suggestions were utilized by the 
staff for the following two year? and 
in the spring of 1954 an extensive ques 
tionnaire was submitted to the schools 
for use in formulating new suggestions 
and materials. The two 1955 publica 
tions are the outgrowth of reports re 
ceived from the schools and subsequent 
recommendations made by the com 
mittce. The pattern of the two new 
bulletins is to present in outline form 
suggested activities in the various areas 
of curriculum for challenging the in 
tellectually gifted student. The setting 
for each activity is explained; then the 
procedures used in adapting learning 
activities to individual differences are 
listed in some detail. Suggestions for 
summarizing and evaluating the activ 
ity are also given.

• Harry Passow, Miriam Goldberg, 
Abraham Tannenbaum, and Will 
French, Planning for Talented Youth: 
Considerations for the Public Schools.
Publication 1, Talented Youth Project,
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Horace Mann-Lincoln Institute of 
School Experimentation; New York: 
Bureau of Publications, Teachers Col 
lege, Columbia University, 1955. 84 p. 

One of the current undertakings of 
the Horace Mann-Lincoln Institute of 
School Experimentation is the Tal 
ented Youth Project. The Project has 
three aspects: (a) preparing materials 
and summarizing interpretative re 
search on the talented and their edu 
cation; (b) providing assistance to 
schools in developing their own re 
search and experimental programs for 
the talented; (c) conducting basic 
studies in the nature and function of 
talent. This first publication of the 
project summarizes and interprets the 
theory and research in the identifica 
tion of talent and in the development 
of educational programs that serve the 
needs of these pupils. Not only docs 
the publication summarize what au 
thorities know and advocate about 
education for the gifted, but it points 
the way for schools in undertaking a 
developmental program and research 
of their own. The pamphlet is a pre 
liminary statement, but it will indeed 
be helpful to schools interested in 
adapting instruction to gifted students.

• California Elementary School Ad 
ministrators' Association, The Gifted 
Child in the Elementary School. 2 6th 
Yearbook, Sacramento: State Depart 
ment of Education, 1954. 174 p. $2.00.

This excellent publication describes 
9 programs in California public schools 
for meeting the needs of gifted and 
talented students. These presentations 
will be helpful to other school systems 
in planning learning experiences in ele 

mentary schools for these pupils1 . A 
basic statement on the significance of 
.the gifted child in the clcmcnhm 
school is presented in Chapter 1. 
Chapter 2 contains a very interesting 
discussion of the home of the gifted 
child. Several helpful bibliographies 
arc included.

• United States Office of Education, 
Teaching Rapid and Slow Learners in 
High School. S tatus of Adaptations in 
Junior, Senior, and Regular High 
Schools Enrolling More than 300 Pu 
pils, Washington, D.C.: Government 
Printing Office, 1954. 37 p. 35^.

This helpful bulletin summarizes the 
provisions used in large high school.-, 
to adapt teaching methods in the sub 
ject areas to pupils who arc not average. 
A tabular presentation is used to show- 
the different types of adaptations made 
in the various fields.

• Helen Erskinc Roberts, Current 
Trends in the Education of the Gifted.
Sacramento: California State Depart 
incut of Education. 1954. 61 p . ( mim 
eographed. )

'Iliis report bv Mrs. Roberts of her 
study of special programs for gifted 
children, made possible by a fellowship 
provided by the Fund for the Advance 
ment" of Education, has been pub 
lished by the Sub-committee on Educa 
tion for the Gifted of the California 
Committee for the Study of Educa 
tion. It describes programs for the 
education of the gifted developed by 
school systems and other institutions 
throughout the country. It is a useful 
compilation of information for com 
mittecs studying this problem.
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