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Helping Children Learn: A Concept 
of Elementary-School Method. By 
Peggy Brogan and Lorene K. Fox.
New York: World Book Company, 
1955.
Helping Children Learn m eets a 

long standing need for a text on ele 
mentary school teaching methods. This 
new volume draws the practical impli 
cations of basic concepts of child de 
velopment, mental hygiene, and learn 
ing for all aspects of classroom teach 
ing. From the first chapter in which 
the authors set the required conditions 
for learning to the final discussion of 
creative living in the classroom, the 
reader is continually helped to see how 
the nature of children and their needs 
for learning are related to effective 
classroom practices. Ideas growing 
from such concepts as self-selection in 
learning, the biosocial nature of learn 
ing, and the need of children for first 
hand experiences in understanding to 
day's world and in contributing to the 
solution of immediate problems are 
applied to each of the elementary 
school curriculum areas. The result is 
a concept of teaching which is consist 
ent with children's needs and which 
makes sense in achieving the maximum 
development of children.

One of the most important contribu 
tions of this book, in the opinion of 
this reviewer, is the dynamic way in 
which the concept of self-selection in
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learning has been defined in terms of 
classroom practices. Detailed = descrip- ' 
tions of practices growing from the 
need for self-selection are given and 
the effects on the learning of children 
are pointed out. Along with these de 
scriptions the authors very carefully 
point out the teacher planning and 
guidance necessary for the effective 
functioning of self-selection.

The titles of the seven chapters of 
the book give some indication of the 
importance the authors attach to the 
need for having learning serve the de 
velopment of children: Required Con 
ditions for Learning, Skilled Commu 
nication Is Power, Arithmetic Works 
for Children, Children Can Learn to 
Use Science, Using Our Cultural Her 
itage, Learning to Organize Movement 
 Physical Education, and Living To 
gether Creatively.

The discussions of helping children 
learn the language and arithmetic skills 
are as fine as any this reader has 
seen. The sections on science and 
social studies, however, do not pre 
sent as careful a picture of thj'e teach 
ing-learning situation as do the other 
sections. This is actually a minor criti 
cism because the material included in 
these sections is excellent; it is not as 
specifically directed to teaching prac 
tices as it might be. Much space is given 
to showing the need for science and 
social studies in the elementary school 
curriculum and good descriptions of
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experiences provided for children in a J 
number of classrooms are presented. 
Some teachers may need additional 
help in seeing the way such experiences 
are organized into a program for chil 
dren. The last section does much to 
overcome this shortage. In an excel 
lently written chapter on creative liv 
ing in the classroom the authors show 
how the classroom atmosphere can 
enable children to develop skills which 
will contribute directly to creative so 
cial living.

The book is richly illustrated with ac 
tual photographs of children. Appro 
priate quotations from writers in many 
related fields arc used as effectively as 
are the pictorial illustrations.

^Reviewed by KENNETH D. WANN, 
professor of education. Teachers Col 
lege, Columbia University, New York 
City.

Child Drama. By Peter Slade. New
York: Philosophical Library, 1 955.
I can think of few people who would 

not find this book powerful, provoca 
tive and challenging. After sharing 
Peter Slade's observations and inter 
pretations, teachers and parents will 
find child play even more fascinating; 
those of us who have promoted the 
idea of accepting dramatizations of 
children as their creative expressions 
will gather support from this eminent 
actor and producer; and students of 
child growth and development will 
find their observations of a child, es 
pecially his movements, sharpened.

This book initiates for child drama 
what is now quite widely accepted for 
child art. Child drama develops into 
adult theatre of the most artistic cali 
bre just as a child grows into an adult; 
vet child drama is no more adult the-
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This natural, logical handwriting plan by one 
of the nation's foremost educators uses thr 
Language Arts approach. Even s)ow pupiU 
respond admirably, for it holds the child's 
interest from the very first grade.' 
Starting with simple printing, pupils quickly 
learn basic writing principles Transition to 
cursive, often difficult, is now easily gnisped. 
Progress through the 8th grade is rapid, eou- 
tinuous. And careful psychological guidance 
helps develop good citizens   as well as good 
writers and students.
This course copes with individual difference? 
in pupils   including the left handed child. 
All students proceed at their natural pace. 
Brighter students are not penalized, but are 
encouraged to greater accomplishments. 
Now in use in hundreds of schools, the entire 
program includes two truly professional teach 
ing aids you will find most helpful.
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atrc than is a boy a diminutive man. 
In all child drama there is freedom 
from adult standards. What is learned 
by the child is tried out played. It is 
proved by being physically and emo 
tionally experienced. Thus does child 
drama contribute both to learning to . 
live and to the love of learning. Peter 
Sladc reminds us that with a child 
there is no audience, that the child is 
actor and audience. As \vc apply adult 
ideas borrowed from the stage, child 
drama deteriorates because creativity 
is wiped out.

This book will certainly shake its 
readers from the ruts of smugness 
which frequently accompany much ex 
perience with children. Suggestions are 
made about discipline, the use of make 
up, scenery, costuming, script plays and

dance forms; the role of the adult in 
working with the children; the thera 
peutic values of language and play. 
The material is organized into three 
parts: (a) observation and theory 
which serve to orient the reader to the 
subject and to a thorough understand 
ing of Peter Sladc's concept of .child 
drama; (b) reports and practices which 
have been used in schools to nurture 
child drama at even' stage from baby 
hood to the intermediate years; (c) dis 
cussion on the various types of "Chil 
dren's Theatre," the status of each, and 
its place and value; an assessment of 
puppets and marionettes, films, masks 
and make-up.

—Reviewed bv ETHF.I. M. THOMP 
SON, clementarv supervisor, Public 
Schools, Arlington County, Virginia.
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