
From the Editor
Planning. J ust when are plans devel 

oped for future issues of the journal and 
other ASCD publications? In a very real 
sense this planning is a continuous proc 
ess of exploration and experimentation. 
Each year, however, such planning is put 
into tentative form during January and 
February, preceding the March meeting 
of the Association.

In these pre-Conference months, the 
editorial office seeks advice as to the con 
cerns, interests and needs that are timely, 
urgent and significant to members of the 
Association. Hundreds of letter have been 
addressed to ASCD members and others, 
asking for responses that will be used in 
projecting plans for ASCD publications.

Whether or not you have received one 
of these letters, we want very much to 
have your ideas and suggestions included 
in these plans. In your thinking, what are 
two or three basic issues or problems 
which should be treated in ASCD's publi 
cations—whether in Educational Leader 
ship, a yearbook or a booklet? Will you 
send me immediately your response to 
this question? Perhaps you will answer 
as an individual; or, even better, you may 
raise this question as a topic for discus 
sion in a class or in a group of your col 
leagues, so that we may have the benefit 
of a group's thinking and discussion. 
Please be extremely selective in your re 
sponse—indicating only a few of the 
most urgent issues.

Through such suggestions as yours re 
garding the most pressing issues and 
problems before, us in American educa 
tion, the ASCD Publications Committee 
will have a better opportunity to deter 
mine gaps and needs in our publications 
program.

We need your help and look forward 
to hearing from you.

Centennial Year. S ignificant for all 
school people is the planned observance 
of the 100th anniversary of the founding 
of the National Education Association of 
the United States. The year-long celebra 
tion will begin January 1, 1957.

On August 26, 1857, in the city of 
Philadelphia, 43 educators from a dozen 
states and the District of Colurtibia met 
to form the first national organization of 
teachers in the United States,-the Na 
tional Teachers Association—the fore 
runner of the National Education Associ 
ation. Thus was created an opportunity 
for school people to associate themselves 
together voluntarily in a national organi 
zation ". . . to promote the educational 
welfare of our country . . ." and ". . . to 
advance the dignity, respectability, and 
usefulness of their calling."

Prominent Americans from all walks of 
life will join the members of the National 
Education Association in celebrating the 
Centennial anniversary of the NEA, when 
the nation's teachers will appraise "a cen 
tury of progress in education."Thenation 
wide Centennial Birthday Party is sched 
uled for the evening of Thursday, April 
4, 1957.

New Appointment. We welcome Law 
rence G. Derthick who has been named 
U. S. Commissioner of Education. Dr. 
Derthick comes to this position after 
serving, since 1942, as superintendent of 
schools at Chattanooga, Tennessee.

Visitors. Recent visitors to the ASCD 
headquarters office are these:

J. B. WHITE, dean, College of Educa 
tion, University of Florida, Gainesville.
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Now a classroom train strong enough to ride !

Mor-Pla Blok-Train

6-Pifce accessory sft, shown on train above, f$ extra.

Safe and sturdy enough for the 
roly-poliest youngster in the 
room! New 4-car Mor-Pla 
Blok- rJ rain for hauling, riding, 
sharing. Built for rugged use.
3 4 -inch birch plywood with 
heavy hardwood axles that will 
not break. Basic train, with
4 flat-car platforms, #18.50. 
Shown below with Mor-Pla 
Blox that lock on.

Car f dftack
everyone gets 
chance to play.

And^when you need Hollow Blocks 
. . .* you'll__want the famous Mor- 
Pla jumbo-Blox that interlock — 
will not shde'apart. Children can 
build hundreds of things (without 
teacher help) with the basic #4 
unit at #30. -
Prices are f.o.b. Hirminfch.im, Michiga n 

Complete infnrmatifn or order direct

R. H. STONE PRODUCTS
PC) Box 414 Dctn.it 31. \fich.

rMOR-PLA
JUM80-8LOX AND TRAINS

WILLIAM B. EVANS, supervisor of ele 
mentary education, Public Schools, Mont 
gomery County, Maryland.

JOHN A. DOTSON, dean, University of 
Georgia, Athens.

MARIAN YOUNG, professor of education, 
with a group of her students from 
Goucher College, Towson, Maryland.

C. GLEN HASS, associate superintend 
ent in charge of instruction, Public 
Schools, Arlington County, Virginia, and 
the following members of the supervisory 
staff of the Arlington County Schools: 
FLORENCE BOOKER, KATHERINE CONAFAY, 
KATHRYN COOK, EDWINA DEANS, ELIZA- 
BE ra DONAHUE, HELEN K. FIN LAY, LEVIN 
HANIGAN, GRACE HILDEBRAND, JOHNNY 
JOHNSON, GENETTE NYGARD, CLAUDIA 
PITTS, EVELYN THORNTOX, and WILLIAM 
YOUNG.

Choice and current.
Educational Television for Jour Com 

munity is a timely brochure. It will help 
interested persons become better in 

formed about educational television, its 
initial and operating costs, and its tre 
mendous potential that is as yet only 
dimly discerned. Copies of the booklet 
can be obtained by writing to the Educa 
tional Television and Radio Center, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan.

The Intellectual Revolution, an address 
by Harold C. Urey on the occasion of the 
25th anniversary celebration of the Louise 
C. Buhl Hall of Science, Chatham Col 
lege, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, opens 
doors to the evaluations of science and 
other human aspirations.

Always fascinating and comprehensive 
in its world view and interpretation is 
VNESCO Features: A Weekly Bulletin 
for Press and Radio. This feature service 
is made available to editors by the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural. Organi/ation, 19 Avenue 
Kleber, Paris, France.

—ROBERT R. LEEPKR, editor, Educa 
tional Leadership.
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