
Curriculum New§ and Bulletins

  The Kansas Program for Curriculum 
Planning was initiated by the Kansas 
State Department of Public Instruction 
last September. The Kansas program is 
broadly conceived and is based on action 
at the local administrative school level 
and also at the state level. The program 
was initiated following the publication 
of a new comprehensive guide for cur 
riculum planning in the elementary 
schools of Kansas. In the early months of 
the present school year, the State Depart 
ment staff conducted a series of confer 
ences in which the guide was presented 
to local school administrators and super 
visors. In cooperation with these confer 
ences, steps were, taken to get the cur 
riculum planning program under way. 
During 19.56-57 the program will be 
limited to the elementary school level, 
but beginning next September it will in 
clude the secondary schools.

In participating in the pnigram, local 
administrative units agree to carry on an 
active program of curriculum develop 
ment, including the organization of a 
local curriculum council, the release of 
teachers to participate in committee 
meetings, participation in annual state 
conferences, establishment of a materials 
library, and in general the promotion of 
curriculum development at the local level. 
The Department will assist the local ad 
ministrative units in organizing the local 
programs and provide consultative serv 
ice to each curriculum council as well as 
to work committees insofar as possible. 
The State Department will also publish
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a bulletin which will cany information 
about progress being made in participat 
ing schools. The State Department em 
phasizes that this state-wide program will 
in no way limit the freedom of action of 
local administrative units in curriculum 
planning. .  

  With the appointment of EDGAR 
PARLEY as assistant superintendent of 
schools, primarily responsible for curricu 
lum development, the Garden City, New 
York, Schools have embarked on a more 
extensive program of system-wide cur 
riculum planning. A city-wide instruc 
tional council has been organized, and it 
works with the assistant superintendent 
in planning and directing the curriculum 
development program.

This year special emphasis is being 
given to the language arts area extending 
from kindergarten through grade twelve. 
Efforts in this area are entrusted to a 
coordinating committee, and subcommit 
tees on speaking and listening, reading 
and literature, and writing are hard at 
work. Also, an implementation commit 
tee for the elementary schools and similar 
committees for the junior high school and 
senior high school have been created.

In another significant project, the coun 
selors from each city school, elementary 
as well as secondary, are busv at work 
evaluating the total counseling and guid 
ance program and the relationship of the 
educational program in Garden City to 
the .development of children. In another 
phase of the program, considerable atten 
tion is being given to a system-wide pro-
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gram of in-service education. Also, the 
schools are working cooperatively with 
Adelphi College in a program of teacher 
education. A number of other teacher 
committees are at work, and develop 
ment is moving forward on a number of 
fronts.

One of the interesting aspects of this 
program is the publication of a Bulletin 
for Teachers, which was initiated in Sep 
tember. It contains announcements of all 
committee meetings, information for the 
teachers about personnel matters, and re 
ports from each school on projects and 
interesting activities under way.

  Much activity in curriculum plan 
ning is in progress in the University City, 
Missouri, Schools, of which our ASCD 
President, ROBKRT GILCHHIST, is superin 
tendent. The school newsletter, which is 
distributed to parents of the district, lists 
the curriculum study committees which 
are active this vear: the economic educa 

tion committee; the foreign language 
committee; the kindergarten committee; 
the junior high school offerings commit 
tee; the social studies committee; an3 
the television committee. The work of 
the junior high school committee is espe 
cially important at this time because of 
new junior high schools which are con 
templated. The committee is studying, 
particularly, ways in which the transition 
of pupils from elementary school to the 
seventh grade, and from the junior high 
school to senior high school may be facili 
tated. The committee also is giving atten 
tion to pupils who have special needs of 
one sort or another.

Recent 'Curriculum Bulletins

  Soutffern States Cooperative Pro 
gram in Educational Administration, 
Regional Action for Professional Progress. 
Bulletin of the Bureau of School Service, 
College of Education, University of Ken-

Making Sure of Arithmetic

I
MORTON - GRAY 
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A complete arithmetic program for grades 1 through 
8, with an uncqualed record of classroom success.
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• I 
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• 
Progress Tests and Achievement Tests
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tucky; Lexington, Kentucky: the Uni 
versity, 1956, $1.

As everyone knows, the nature and 
character of curriculum planning is 
highly dependent on the administrative 
leadership of the schools. Therefore, cur 
riculum workers will be interested in this 
report of the progress made during a five- 
year period in the southern region of the 
Cooperative Program in Educational Ad 
ministration. The project centered at 
George Peahody College for Teachers, 
but it was a cooperative venture involv 
ing educators in all of the states of the 
region and many of the colleges of edu 
cation in that area. The report is a com 
prehensive one, describing in detail the 
various aspects of the study and analyz 
ing progress made in achieving the ob 
jectives envisioned. Curriculum workers 
will be especially interested in the de 
scription of the "Ashmore Project."

  Texas Education Agency, Applied 
Music in Texas Schools, 1 956, 46 p.; An 
Introduction to Money and Banking for 
High School Students, 1 956, 41 p. Austin, 
Texas: the Agency.

Texas is one of the states that grants 
credit towards high school graduation for 
applied music work done under private 
instruction outside the school. The bul 
letin reviewed here discusses the entire 
plan, and it contains the recommenda 
tions of the state agency for the adminis 
tration of the program. The performance 
tests in theory and applied music are out 
lined. The requirements for issuing cer 
tificates for private music teachers arc- 
also listed.

The pamphlet on money is writteii for 
the high school student, and it could be 
used as text material for a unit on this 

. topic in such courses as economics, busi 
ness arithmetic, modern problems, or 
similar subjects.

NEW*¥ORK UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Varied Summer Offerings in Early
Childhood and Elementary Education

Distinguished Summer Faculty
Including Visiting Staff from

Various Fields

Workshops in Child Development and 
Educational Leadership

Distinguished Lecture Series integrated with 
regular courses—George Stoddard, George 
Stevenson, Lawrence Frank, Milton Senn, 
Daniel Prescott, Atlison Davis

Seminar in Instructional Improvement
Basic courses in Curriculum and Childhood 
Education

Write for Catalog

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
Washington Square, New York City 3 
Sessions—

June 3-June 28; July 1-August 9; 
August 12-Septerr ber 6

  The National Council, Boy Scoiits of 
America, A Study of Adolescent Boys. 
New Brunswick, New Jersey: the Coun 
cil, 1956, 183 p., S2. \ '

Surely every curriculum worker and 
active curriculum committee member in 
the country will want to examine this 
exhaustive research study of 1,045 four 
teen-, fifteen-, and sixteen-year-old boys. 
This study was conducted by the Survey 
Research Center of the University of 
Michigan, and the techniques used ad 
here to the high standards of interview 
research developed by that organization. 
The BoyScouts of America had the study 
made so that they would have informa 
tion on the problems of adolescent youth 
and some insight into their participation 
in voluntary organizations. The pub 
lished report contains chapters OH the 
needs, problems and cdncerns of this age 
group; their activities and interests; group 
membership; homogeneity of the pqpula-
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RAINBOW RHYTHMS 
RECORDINGS AND MUSIC FOR CHILDREN
Composed, arranged and recorded by Nora Belle Emerson 

Edited by Thos. E. McDonough
FIRST SERIES (3 Tinylltc plastic record* 78 RPM Bloc Label).

15.5» per Mt postpaid. Run, Hop, Skip, Walk, The Doll, The Acorn, Bouncing Bulls and eleven 
other original rhythms.

SECOND SERIES (3 rinrlite plastic records 78 RPM Red Label).
fS.SO per act postpaid. Rainbow Rhythm Band, Jump the Rope, The Elephant, Cotton Pickers, 
Windmills, U. S. Victory March and nine other mimetics, rhythm stories and imitations. [

THIRD SERIES (S TinyliU plastic record! 78 RPM Green Label).
fS.SI per act postpaid. God Made the World So Beautiful. Bubble Sone. Snowflakes and Skating, 
Doff Walk, Dixie Hoe Down and six other action songs, rhythm stories and rhythm movement patterns.

NEW EDITION (October 1, 1956) 
FOURTH SERIES (3 vinylite records 14 rhythms 

$6.00 per set postpaid
-78 RPM)

Th* Wheel Chair Waltz, Little Ole Rock on a Hill, Snap Finger Polka. Where Is That Little Shadow, 
This Little Leaf Came Tumbling Down, Roll the Ball and eight other rhythm pattern movements 
for the primary and intermediate grades : ALSO ARRANGED FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN.

Instruction Booklets Accompany Each Set of Records 
THESE ARE PIANO RECORDINGS

These rhythmic patterns and son ITS are original. Each rhythm and song arises from a natural situation. 
Basic rhythmic principles such as tempo, accent and intensity are emphasized to facilitate the teaching of 
fundamental body movements. These arrangements are also suitable for exceptional children.

Mail Orders to: 
RAINBOW RHYTHMS, P.O. Box 608, Emory University, Georgia

tion; and the characteristics of boys who 
do not belong to organizations. The infor 
mation gained from the interviews is 
summarized in 142 tables. The findings 
are of significance to teachers, social serv 
ice workers, parents and any person who 
has important responsibilities for work 
ing with adolescent boys.

  St. Paul Public Schools, What Will 
High School Be Like? 1 6 p.; Meet Your 
School Counselors, 1 0 p. St. Paul, Min- 
nesota: the Schools.

These orientation materials are well 
prepared, and they should prove very 
helpful to pupils. The booklet on the 
high school is designed for pupils in the 
eighth g^ade. It gives them important 
information about high school attendance, 
the program of studies, and information 
about the services of the high school. 
The othet booklet describes the functions 
of counselors and gives information^ on 
counseling services available for students.

  \Y. Freeman Galpin, Syracuse and 
Teacher Education: The First Fifty Yec/r.s. 
Syracuse, New York: Syracuse University- 
Press, 1956, 56 p., $2.50.

Syracuse University, an institution with 
a distinguished record in the field of 
teacher education, in 1956 observed the 
50th Anniversary of the founding of the 
Teachers College. This pamphlet, written 
by a professor of history at the institu 
tion, traces the development of teacher 
education at Syracuse during this period.

  Kenneth Sheldon and Wyman 
Holmes, Men to Rcmciul)cr. No. 13, Liv 
ing Democracy Series; Medford, Massa 
chusetts: Civic Education Center, Tutts 
University, 1956, 75 p.

This booklet continues the series pub 
lished by the Civic Education Center of 
Tufts University. It is designed as ma 
terial for pupils and is a narrative ac 
count of some great citizens of our 
Republic who made their lives count in
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time of war. The accounts bring out the 
laith in democracy that guided these men 
in the defense of their country. Many 
curriculum workers and social studies 
teachers are familiar with this outstand 
ing series of curriculum materials.

  Los Angeles City School District, 
Provisions for the Most Capable Pupils. 
Los Angeles, California: the Schools, 
1956, 35 p.

This is another of the excellent bul 
k-tins prepared under the direction of 
Donald J. Kincaid, supervisor of guid 
ance and counseling in the Division of 
Elementary Education of the Los Ange 
les Public Schools, on the education of 
gifted pupils. This bulletin is a progress 
report for the year 1955-56 on the pro 
grams carried on in the Los Angeles 
Schools. After a brief introduction that 
describes the nature of the special pro 
gram for capable learners, a description 
of the various projects is given. Experi 

mental work has been carried on in three 
elementary school districts of the school 
system, and four special teachers have 
been provided to conduct the program.

In two districts such provisions center 
in a special work program for rapid 
learners in which these children are 
brought together in classes for one morn 
ing of the week. Learning experiences 
that are of particular significance to the 
children are provided during this period. 
In the Valley Elementary District, two 
schools have experimented individually 
with programs in which reserve teachers 
work directly with gifted children in spe 
cial enrichment activities. In the West 
Elementary District, two schools have 
also experimented with special interest 
classes for gifted children. In brief, ex 
tensive experimentation has been carried 
on by the Los Angeles system, and the 
results are affecting practice throughout 
the citv. Part Two of the bulletin de-

A L_ R A D E 1 N

THE NEW
It.-IAD MC.\ALLT

BLENDED GEOGRAPHY-HISTORY SERIES

BLENDED: To you—the teacher—these books 
combine geography and history• To \our students 
these hooks are a I'iiid and colorful fusing oj simple 
basic relationships between man and his land and his 
past and present.

EXAMINE: the helpful and practical pupil aids  
Getting Ready to Study 
Text   picture   map technique 
Complete Map Program

 especially the Color Merged Relief Maps 
The Workshops

 separate questions on geography and on history

The Titles

AROUND THE HOME
MANY LANDS 

BEYOND OUR BORDERS 
WITHIN OUR BORDERS 
WITHIN THE AMERICAS 
BEYOND THE OCEANS

RAND MCNAUY & COMPANY • P.O. BOX 7600 • Chicago 80, Illinois

March 1957 375



scribes enrichment activities most worth 
while for use with gifted children, and 
(lie report suggests that many of these 
activities may be carried on by regular 
classroom teachers in normal schoolroom 
situations.

  Arthur Hoppe, S tudents Help Im 
prove the Curriculum in Indiana. Bulletin 
of the School of Education, Indiana Uni 
versity, Vol. 32, No. 1; Bloomington, 
Indiana: Indiana University Bookstore, 
19.56, 55 p., $1.

This is a report of the extent of student 
participation in curriculum planning in 
69 selected Indiana secondary schools. 
The author discusses the reasons for stu 
dent participation and then analyses the 
practices utilized in these high schools in 
involving students in curriculum improve 
ment. An extensive bibliography is in 
cluded.

  Wisconsin State Department of Pub 
lic 1 Instruction, G uide to School Camping 
/or W isconsin, 1 956,- 43 p. (mimeo 
graphed); Guide for Home Economics in 
Wisconsin Schools, 24 p . (offset); Second 
ary School Study Bulletin, 1 956, 38 p. 
(offset); I n-Service Programs in Indus 
try and Education, 1 955, 8 p. Madison, 
Wisconsin: the Department.

Wisconsin has enacted a law which 
authorizes school conservation camps and 
the levy of taxes for their establishment. 
The State Department has issued a bul 
letin to guide schools in administering 
and operating such camps. It contains a 
great deal of useful information, as well 
as a statement of desirable objectives of 
school camping and various lists of sug 
gested camp activities.

A complete scope and sequence chart 
for the home economics program is pre 
sented in another bulletin of the depart 
ment. Eight areas are included in the 
scope of the program, and broad units of

ESSAYS IN EDUCOLOGY, Edited by Lowry 
W. Harding. Dubuque, 'Iowa: Wm. C. 
Brown Co., $2.50. 186 pp xxvi. F resh ideas 
on problems of administrators, professors, 
teachers, humorously and sensitively writ 
ten by Harold Benjamin, Edgar Dale, WH- 
fred Eberhart, Harold Fawcett, Arthur W. 
Foshay, Alan Griffin, H. Gordon Hullfish, 
Everett J. Kircher, James Thurber, Wil 
liam Van Til, and 37 others.

Professors, Teachers, Supervisors, Super 
intendents, Physicians all tell us ... "it's 
a healthy, amusing, interesting book . - . 
the most enjoyable book on education we 
have ever read."

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY I

WM. C. BROWN COMPANY
Publishers 

DUBUQUE, IOWA

work appropriate for each grade level 
from seven through twelve are included 
in the bulletin. Brief suggestions for de 
veloping each unit are given.

The secondary school study bulletin is 
indeed a thought provoking publication 
and one that educators and citizens alike 
will find very useful in discussing Basic 
issues facing us today in providing edu 
cation for youth. Eight issues are stated; 
then the bulletin lists eight objectives of 
secondary education and for each objec 
tive- raises a number of important issues 
and questions that may be used as a basis 
for discussion in faculty meetings, with 
parent groups, and in citizen groups gen 
erally. A very useful section of the bul 
letin is an extensive list of films that 
would contribute significantly to a dis 
cussion of the issues and problems aris 
ing in the field of secondary education.

The third in a series, the booklet on 
in-service education describes practices
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BETTER TEACHING THROUGH BETTER TEXTBOOKS
The GOOD ENGLISH Series
Grades 2-8 Shane - Ferris - Keener 1 956 Copyright

OUTSTANDING FEATURES:
• Short independent lessons
• Assured readability at each grade level
• A flexible program which meets the needs and interests of children
• Beautiful four-color illustrations and covers

OTHER OUTSTANDING LAIDLAW PUBLICATIONS

UNDERSTANDING 
ARITHMETIC

Grades 1-8
McSwain - Ulrich - Cooke 

1956 Copyright

LAIDLAW BROTHERS

The ROAD TO 
HEALTH

Grades 1-High School
Jones - Morgan - Maloney 

Landis - Shaw

1957 Copyright

River Forest, III. • Summit, N. J. • Polo Alto, 
Calif. • Dallas, Tex. • Atlanta, Ga.

used in industry in upgrading employees 
and in carrying on in-service training 
programs. Implications for in-service pro 
grams for school systems are evident.

  The Visual Instructional Bureau, 
University of Texas, Lettering Tech 
niques, 1956, 33 p., $1; Using the Con 
sultant, 19.56, 8 p., 5<V; Models for Teach 
ing, 1956, 40 p., $1. Austin 12, Texas: the 
Bureau.

Three more pamphlets in the series, 
"Bridges for Ideas," have been published 
since the series was first reviewed in the 
December 1955 issue. The first-named 
bulletin would be exceedingly useful to 
anyone who needs to do lettering work, 
particularly teachers who work with chil 
dren in preparing bulletin board exhibits, 
and in making displays, posters and ex 
hibits of that sort.

The booklet on the use of the con 
sultant was prepared by Charles H. Dent 
and Virginia Hufstedler, and the art

work was done by Martha Meeks. These 
staff members have had extensive experi 
ence as consultants, and this booklet is 
intended primarily for school systems 
and is designed to help them make more 
effective use of consultants.

Suggestions for making all sorts of 
models are offered in the bulletin pre 
pared by Martha Meeks. Preparation of 
the model itself may be a rich learning 
experience, and values may be derived 
from study of the model. Work of this 
sort is therefore being used increasingly.

  Education Division, Institute of Life 
Insurance, Sharing the Risk. New York 
22, New York: the Institute, 480 Madison 
Avenue, 1956, 23 p., Free.

This pamphlet of life insurance has 
been prepared in cooperation with three 
authorities in the field of social studies. 
It is suggested that it be used as the basis 
for a unit on life insurance in such 
courses as economics, sociology, and
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problems of democracy. The introduc- 
lory section of this bulletin, which is 
intended as pupil material, discusses the 
nature of economic risks in modern life 
,md possible solutions for this problem, 
\vith special emphasis oh life insurance. 
Subsequent chapters give detailed infor 
mation on principles of life insurance. A 
teacher's guide is also available. The bul 
letin is well written and furnishes a great 
deal of information on this subject.

  Board of Education of the City of 
N'ew York, Language Arts: Grades 1-6, 
1955, 74 p.; Modern Languages: Grades 
8-12, 1 956, 56 p.; Speech Aids for Chil 
dren on Home Instruction, 1 956, 43 p.; 
Clerical Practice for High Schools, 1 956, 
81 p.; The Development of Moral and 
Spiritual Ideals in the Public Schools, 
19.56, 16 p.; "Basketball for Boys and 
Girls: Grades 7-12, 1 9.56, 45 p.; Growth in 
Language Arts ( Chart). Brooklyn 1, New 
York: the Schools, 110 Livingston Street.

These titles represent the more recent 
curriculum guides published under the 
direction of the Bureau of Curriculum 
Research of the New York City Schools, 
William H. Bristow, director. The guide 
for language arts is organized in terms 
of two-year blocks; and for each block 
the growth characteristics of children at 
this age level, suggestions for carrying 
out background experiences and activ-. 
ities to stimulate interest in the use of 
language, suggested language activities, 
and finally a statement of the outcomes 
expected from the learning experiences 
provided are listed. The introductory 
section lists objectives for the language 
arts and gives an over-view of the com 
plete program. The scope and sequence 
chart, published in separate form, lists 
the stages in the growth and develop 
ment of children in the language arts. 
Four phases of development are con 

sidered: personal-social development, 
oral communications, written communi 
cations, and selection and use of resources 
for communication. The vertical columns 
give the characteristics of the growth and 
development of children in these phases 
of communication at various age levels. 
The chart enables the teacher to estimate 
each child's general level of ability and 
gives help in planning the next steps in 
teaching the child.

The language guide is a basic bulletin 
that describes the foreign language pro 
gram in the New York City Schools. It 
lists the objectives to be sought in the 
program and suggests the nature of the 
content of each course. It is stated that 
more complete guides will be prepared 
for each of the languages taught, but the 
basic scope of the courses in French, 
German, Hebrew, Italian, Spanish, and 
Latin is presented here.

The teachers of speech of home-bound 
children have prepared a guide for 
parents in assisting in the development of 
better speech habits in the home. The 
guide is designed to enable the teachers 
of children with severe speech handicaps 
and parents of such children to work co 
operatively on speech improvement.

The course in clerical practice provides 
a two-year sequence for pupils interested 
in becoming clerical workers. The guide 
outlines this course in considerable detail.

Suggestions for developing moral and 
spiritual values in the various areas of 
the curriculum are contained in the .bul 
letin dealing with that subject. The bul 
letin is an effort to give direction to the 
moral education program in the New 
York City Schools.

The basketball guide gives suggestions 
for planning the program in this sport 
and for teaching the various skills 
involved.
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