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  Beginning in 1952 the Middletown, 
Ohio, Public Schools, the Middletown In 
dustrial Council, and Miami University 
(of Ohio) have jointly sponsored a Com 
munity Resources Workshop. THOMAS 
F. WEBB, secondary coordinator, reports 
that during the five sumrners it has been 
conducted this workshop has been the 
best in-service education program the 
school has ever organized.

The workshop has served as a model 
for a number of similar community re 
sources workshops operated by school 
systems throughout the country. The 
American Iron and Steel Institute has 
given encouragement and assistance to a 
number of these workshop groups.

The teachers participating in the work 
shop have made field trips to various 
industries and businesses of the com 
munity and have developed plans for 
utilizing the resources available in units 
of work in the classrooms. Also, as a re 
sult of the workshop the school has estab 
lished an Instructional Materials Center, 
which serves as a distributing agency for 
teaching materials of all kinds. CELIA 
LONG, primary coordinator, prepared a 
little booklet for children entitled, Three 
Little Lumps, which was published by 
the Armco Steel Corporation of Middle- 
town. The workshop has been described 
in S techcays, a magazine published by 
the American Iron and Steel Institute.

  The Castro Valley Elementary 
Schools report an expansion and exten 
sion of their program for the abler chil 

dren (see January 1956 issue). RUTH 
MARTIN, special supervisor of the pro 
gram, states that during the current year 
approximately 235 children, or about 10 
per cent of all of those enrolled, are 
now participating in the special work 
shops for the superior child. The Work 
shops were extended to the seventh and 
eighth grades during the 1955-1956 
school year and the original pilot pro 
gram in the Parsons School has been ex 
tended to other elementary schools. One 
full time teacher and one teacher work 
ing half time, plus a supervisor, who de 
votes half of her time to the program, are 
engaged in the project. The workshops 
meet two times a week for one hour. The 
purpose is to provide enrichment activi 
ties for gifted children, who spend the 
remainder of the school \veek in a regu 
lar classroom group. The program has 
been enthusiastically supported by teach 
ers and parents of the district. '

  It is quite apparent from a report 
prepared by GEORGE B. MARTIN, assistant 
superintendent of schools, that the Salem, 
Oregon, Public Schools have been very 
active in the whole area of curriculum 
development. A major study encompass 
ing the entire school system is under way 
in the area of language arts. A Language 
Arts Curriculum Committee was estab 
lished in the fall of 1955. It is composed 
of one person from each of the 12 grade 
levels of the school system, but at various 
times during the program subcommittees 
of three or more persons from each grade

April 1957 453



See how close to children 
health and safety teaching
comes in ^

JUST LIKE ME   BEING SIX Grade I
SEVEN OR SO G rade 2
FROM EIGHT TO NINE Grade 3

new texts in The Basic 
Health and Safety Program 
CURRICULUM 
FOUNDATION SERIES

Sample pages free on request. Ask for #563

SCOTT, FORESMAN AND*
COMPANY C hicago 11 . Atlanta 5 . Dal I'jK, Alt.

level have been working in the project. 
As the group began work on the project, 
it was decided that major attention 
should be given to the minimum mate 
rials in language arts to be covered at 
each grade level, with the expectation 
that teachers would extend and enrich 
these experiences for other members of 
the class; the placement of material 
should receive careful attention, particu 
larly the level at which new concepts 
and ideas should be introduced; and the 
material should be planned so it would 
be particularly helpful to teachers new to 
the school system. It was decided to 
organize the curriculum guides in four 
parallel columns: reasonable expectan 
cies (the minimum that might be learned 
at each grade); experiences in which the 
pupils would engage in order to arrive 
at these expectancies; teaching materials; 
and evaluation methods which would 
help the teacher determine whether a

child had accomplished the expectancies. 
Four phases of the language arts pro 
gram were developed reading, writing, 
speaking and listening. During the first 
year of the study, each member of the 
committee set down tentative sugges 
tions as to the scope and sequence of the 
program; the current year is being spent 
in a careful analysis and review of this 
chart in terms of research findings and 
the developmental growth of pupils.

During the 1955-56 school year all of 
the staff members working at the junior 
high school level, grades 7 through 9, 
organized in committees which had two 
primary functions: to formulate sugges 
tions for the architect who was planning 
two new junior high school buildings; to 
develop content for each subject taught 
in the three years of the junior high 
school. The subject guides were also 
organized on the basis of the same col 
umnar arrangement used by the lan-
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guage arts committee. The present year 
is being spent in reviewing, refining and 
evaluating the materials developed by 
the committees last year.

A further development in the Salem 
schools has been the organization of a 
Citizens' Curriculum Advisory Commit 
tee, composed of teachers, school admin 
istrators, parents, citizens from the com 
munity at large, and representatives of 
the Board of Education. The committee 
constitutes a vehicle for exchanging 
views on educational problems, weighing 
matters of educational significance, and, 
when appropriate, making recommenda 
tions to the Board of Education.

Recent Curriculum Bulletins

  Los Angeles City School Districts, 
Language Arts in flic Elementary School, 
1955, 193 p.; I nstructional Guide for 
junior High School Mathematics, 1 956, 
115 p., plus chart; World Problems and

Geography, 1 955, 62 p. (mimeographed); 
Handbook of Information for Elementary 
Teachers, 1956, 160 p. Los Angeles: the 
Schools.

The language arts guide is comprehen 
sive and very well organized. Much of 
the material is in chart, tabular, or sum 
mary form, and it should be readily 
usable as a reference by teachers. Chap 
ter I discusses the objectives and pur 
poses of the language arts program, and 
a large chart lists the characteristics of 
child growth and development related' 
to oral and written language. Chapter 
II treats oral language in detail and other 
chapters consider written language, 
spelling and handwriting.

The mathematics guide follows much 
the same format, utilizing charts and tab 
ular methods to present sample topics, 
activities and materials for each semester 
of the junior high school program. Topics 
are cross-referenced to the textbooks.

important books for 1951

THE TEACHER'S 
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

William F. Bruce • A. John Holden 

Jan Hari/

PHYSICAL EDUCATION IN 
THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Leonard A. Larson • Lucille F. Hil 

February

AN INTRODUCTION TO 
EDUCATION IN MODERN 
AMERICA, Revised 

Gordon C. Lee
Ma rch

WHY TEACH? 

D. Louise Sharp

February

HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY
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Wouldn't you like to know how YOUR students' 

vocabularies compare with other students'?

The May issue of Reader's Digest Educational Edition will enable 
you to find out. This important forthcoming issue will feature 
FORM D of the NEW STANDARD VOCABULARY TEST. The 
125-word test, prepared by nationally recognized specialists for 
grades 7-12, will make it possible for you to measure your students' 
growth since taking FORM C (printed in the October Educational 
Edition) and to compare their records with established norms.

In addition, the May issue will contain, as always, stimulating and 
absorbing articles, plus reading aids, vocabulary sludies, and sug 
gestions for speaking and writing activities.

Send today for your examination copy of the May issue of 

Reader's Digest Educational Edition

READER'S DIGEST EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT

Pleasantville, New York

The social studies guide outlines three 
units that comprise an integrated course 
in world affairs and geography. Unit I 
constitutes a semester's course, and the 
additional two units comprise the second 
semester's work. Content, suggested 
activities, and ideas for developing the 
units are presented in the guide.

The handbook is indeed a usable 
 compendium of information and help for 
elementary teachers, largely taken from 
other publications of the Los Angeles 
City Schools. The first chapter is es 
pecially effective, consisting of a state 
ment in the form of parallel columns of 
things elementary teachers believe, along 
with the things teachers do to carry out 
their beliefs relative to the education of 
children. The second chapter presents 
the basic point of view of the Los Ange 
les City Schools as to the objectives and 
purposes of education, and the following 
chapter lists the code of ethics for the

teaching profession. The remainder of 
the publication relates to specific aspects 
of the instructional program, not only 
providing suggestions for teaching the 
various subjects, but listing helps and 
resources available for elementary 
teachers.

  Henry Van Engen and E. Glena- 
dine Gibb, General Mental Functions 
Associated with Division. Cedar Falls, 
Iowa: Iowa State Teachers College, 1956, 
181 p.

The authors carried on an extensive 
experiment in fourth grade classes in 
teac'hing arithmetic by two different 
basic methods. One group of classes was 
taught by the conventional method or 
what is called unit skills and the other 
group was taught on a plan based on 
general ideas, or what is called the sub- 
tractive method. Elaborate research 
methods were used in carrying on the 
study and an extensive statistical analysis
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of the data has been made. On the basis 
of the study the researchers found that 
there were no significant differences be 
tween the two groups in the acquisition 
of skill to solve the 16 problems in divi 
sion used in the study. The children 
using the unit type of skills methods 
actually acquired somewhat more skill 
in dividing than did the children who 
used the general ideas approach, but the 
authors significantly conclude that "if in 
struction is to achieve understanding and 
transfer of facts, then general ideas a 
Gestalt will be more successful than an 
atomized approach based on a compu 
tational analysis. Also, if it is the duty of 
the school to teach the child to approach 
unfamiliar problems with confidence, 
and to solve such problems successfully, 
then the general ideas approach is more 
successful than the conventional ap 
proach."

One of the most valuable features of 
the book for curriculum workers is the 
extensive bibliography included.

  Annette Smith Lawrence (ed.), 
Tolerance in Action: Plays for School 
Assemblies and Classrooms. New York 
10, 1123 Broadway: American Unity, 
1956, 160 p., $2.50.'

American Unity i s devoted to the de 
velopment of tolerance, respect, and 
appreciation of others, and a number of 
our fellow educators serve on the edi 
torial board. The publication reviewed 
here contains a number of scripts, play 
lets, plays, and choral speaking scripts 
which can be used bv students for school 
assemblies and classroom presentations. 
All of them are concerned with the gen 
eral area of tolerance. Teachers search 
ing for vital and significant material for 
dramatics, speech, or choral classes will 
find this to be an excellent compilation.

  California State Department of Ed 
ucation, The Unified School District of

Reading for 
Enjoyment

ADVENTURE BOUND
Grade 7

JEWETT • EDMAN • McKEE

JOURNEYS INTO AMERICA
Grade 8

\ 
JEWETT • EDMAN

SCANNELL • McKEE

!   

an exciting new anthology series 1

Here are discriminatingly chosen, 
strikingly presented anthologies, con 
taining stories, articles, plays, and 
poems from the best in literature, 
both past and present. The pupil 
will learn new insights as he reads of 
adventure, high courage, humor, 
consideration, and everyday experi 
ences.

Besides introducing the student to 
the inexhaustible treasury of litera 
ture, these anthologies provide him 
with tools to get the most out of this 
and all his reading. A day-by-day 
cumulative skills program highlights 
developmental reading and vocabu 
lary study, and increases the pupil's 
awareness of those elements that 
make literature of enduring worth.

literature anthologies that teach reading

HOUGHTON 
M I FF LIN 
COMPANY

Boston New York Chicago Dallas Atlanta Polo Alto
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CRAM
Graded Program
• New and improved.
• Progressive educalon throughout 
America are praising Cram's 
graded teaching plan because it 
supplies a logical supplement to 
the graded courses advanced by 
the text books now being used in 
our schools.
• Effective visual leaching aids for 
all grades.
• Edited to fit the student's growth 
and understanding at various 
grade levels.
• Sets up a carefully planned buy 
ing program. Saves money.
• MARKABIE-KIEENABIE surface 
on globes and maps, an exclusive 
Cram development. Mark-on, Rub- 
off—Easy to clean.
Why not bring your teaching aids 
up-to-date. Have a Cram Man call 
and make a FREE survey to evalu 
ate your present equipment.

Send for New Catalog No. 90

California. Bulletin of the California 
State Department of Education, Volume 
25, Number 6; Sacramento: the Depart 
ment, 1956, 116 p.

The quality of the educational pro 
gram, for which we curriculum workers 
are primarily responsible, is in part de 
termined by the basic structural and 
organizational pattern of the schools. In 
many local situations throughout the 
country the development of the best edu 
cational program possible for boys and 
girls is hampered by an illogical and un 
wise administrative structure. Conse 
quently, all of us are interested in prob 
lems related to structure and organiza 
tion. This booklet reports a cooperative 
study by the California State Depart 
ment of Education and the members of 
the Department of Education of the 
University of California. After describing 
the current situation in California and 
analyzing the laws relating to school

district unification, it reports an intensive 
study of the unification process in three 
California school districts. An analysis 
is made of objections and obstacles to 
unification, representative attitudes en 
countered before unification compared 
with attitudes following the action, pro 
cedures used in effecting unification, and 
evidence relating to the advantages and 
disadvantages of unification in these 
districts.

  Philadelphia Public Schools, Or/r 
Junior High Schools—What Arc They 
Like? Philadelphia: the Schools, 19.56, 
.39 p., 40<*.

In 1954 the Philadelphia schools pre 
pared a publication entitled, What Arc 
Adolescents Like? I t describes the young 
adolescents who attend junior high 
schools and lists their needs. The pamph 
let reviewed here is the second in the 
series, and it shows how the junior high 
schools are trying to satisfy these basic
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needs of pupils. Each of the eight major 
needs of adolescents of these early ages is 
explained, and the efforts of the school to 
meet these needs are illustrated.

  Cleveland Public Schools, Teachers' 
Guide for Boys' Physical Education, 
Junior and Senior High Schools, 1955, 
118 p.; English Activity Outlines, Grades 
7, 8 and 9, 1 953, 49 p. (mimeographed); 
Summary Outline of the Social Studies 
by Grades, 1 956, 32 p. (mimeographed); 
Cleveland's Plan for Gifted Children, 
1956, 32 p. Cleveland: the Schools.

These curriculum guides have been 
prepared by committees of teachers of 
the Cleveland schools. The physical edu 
cation guide is extensive and outlines a 
comprehensive program for the junior 
and senior high school levels. The first 
section discusses the objectives of the 
program and gives information for new 
teachers on the organization and admin 
istration of physical education. The next

section describes a suggested cyclical 
program of physical education activities. 
The following chapters deal with specific 
phases of the program, such as tumbling, 
stunts, team games, individual sports, 
marching, intramurals, intensive physical 
education, and tests and measurements.

The English outlines" present the sug 
gested program of instruction for regular 
and adjusted classes for each semester. 
One semester is literature-centered and 
the following semester is language-cen 
tered. The outline summarizes suggested 
instructional content and activities.

Similarly, the social studies outlines 
are brief statements of the program in all 
grades of the public schools. Short sum 
maries of objectives and aims of the work, 
recommended texts, and the units'to be 
covered in each grade or course are given.

Cleveland has long been known for 
its major work program for gifted chil-

a past favorite . ..

The TIME TO READ Series
by Leary - Reichert - Reely

. . . the six-book, extended-interest reading series for the primary 
and intermediate grades. Each book is filled with stories, poems and 
narratives which enhance its value as a supplementary series. A 
primer will be available soon.

a new phonics series ...

TEXT-WORKBOOKS for READING WITH PHONICS
by Hay - Wingo - Hletko

. . . the 1957 workbook series combining the best features of READ 
ING WITH PHONICS and SEATWORK for READING WITH 
PHONICS. These four workbooks offer a complete phonics program 
for Grades 1-3. teaching the basic phonetic skills, fundamental to 
oral and written communication.

J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY
Chicago - Philadelphia - Atlanta - Dallas - Toronto
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86 Titles for ANY
LIQUID (o^X.) DUPLICATOR

CONTINENTAL PRE-PRINTED
CARBON MASTERS 

available in these subjects:—

• ENGLISH
• PHONICS
• SEASONS
• SCIENCE
• ARITHMETIC
• READING
• OUTLINE MAPS
• SOCIAL STUDIES
• HEALTH-Jr. High
• GUIDANCE-Jr. High

Writ* for Fr*« C atalog 
of 86 L iquid Duplicating Titles

THE CONTINENTAL PRESS,INC.
Elizab*«htown, Penna.

dren. The pamphlet listed here is a brief 
handbook for administrators, parents, 
and the lay public.

  Harold Lancour (ed.), The School 
Library Supervisor. Chicago, 50 East 
Huron Street: American Library Asso 
ciation, 1956, 94 p., $1.75.

This booklet reports an institute on 
school library supervision held at the 
University of Illinois in 1954.

  Vesta N. Kemton, F lying Cargo. An 
Aviation Education Booklet; Washington 
6, D. C., 1025 Connecticut Avenue, 
N. W.: National Aviation Education 
Council, 1956, 32 p.

This profusely illustrated pamphlet 
should be excellent material for any 
school classes interested in studying the 
role of aviation in the world today. Chil 
dren surely will enjoy the accounts about 
wild animals shipped by air, the trans 
portation of valuable race horses, and the 
shipment of other exciting products from

all parts of the world. Charts and text 
explain the process of loading and secur 
ing the cargo, and an interesting account 
is given of the use of the airplane in the 
Berlin Airlift.

  Warren City Schools, Christmas in 
the Kindergarten, 1956, 14 p.; Correlated 
English and History, Grades 10 and 
11, 1 9.56, 6 p.; Our Homes: A Second 
Grade Unit, 1 9.56, 17 p.; A F ifth Grade 
Project on Books, 1 957, 7 p.; Identifying 
the Emotional Needs of Primary Grade 
Children, 19.56, 3 p.; Follow-up Study of 
the January 1955 High School Graduates, 
1957, 23 p., Camp Muskingum, 1 956, 7 p.; 
Factors Relating to School Entrance Age, 
1956, 10 p.; F inal Reports of Committees 
on School Entrance Age, 1 9.56, 4 p.; I m 
provement of the Educational Program 
through Action Research, 1 957, 19 p. 
Warren, Ohio: the Schools.

The first four bulletins listed are re 
ports of units of work carried out by 
teachers in the Warren City Schools. The 
remaining bulletins report studies of 
various kinds carried out by staff 
members.

One teacher used an inventory to 
study the emotional needs of children. 
The follow-up study of graduates pro 
vides interesting information about these 
young people in the year after complet 
ing the secondary school program. In 
19.56 the staff of the school participated 

. in their first workshop and outing at 
Camp Muskingum. The study listed here 
is an evaluation of the experience. The 
schools have been quite concerned about 
their entrance age policy and some com 
mittees have been studying the subject 
for the past several years. The two re 
ports listed are related to this study. The 
bulletin on action research discusses the 
need for research in the classroom, and 
offers suggestions to teachers for carry 
ing on action research studies.
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