
Curriculum Bulletins

\OT/'J: Tin- following faculty mem- 
bers of Teachers College, Columbia Uni 
versity, assisted in the preparation of this 
column by evaluating the materials in 
their areas of specialization: Professors 
PAVI. E. EISEHKH (psychology and mental 
health), WILLAKD J. JACOBSON (science), 
MANSOX VAN B. JKXXINC.S (social studies), 
RAYMOND A. PATOUILLKT (guidance), 
MVHOX F. ROSSKOPF (mathematics), and 
FRANCIS SHOKMAKKK (English).

  Arlington County Public Schools. 
Element art] Arithmetic Guide, Grades 
One through Six. A rlington, Va.: the 1 
Schools, 19.56. 165 p.

This guide represents the combined 
efforts of a county-wide committee to 
provide specific and practical help for 
teachers. Using responses received from 
.in invitation for teachers to list the diffi 
culties children experienced, the' prob 
lems met in teaching, and the methods 
and materials found particularly helpful 
in arithmetic instruction, the group pre 
pared a tentative guide1 which was tested 
for a two-year period. Teachers were 
then asked to evaluate the guide and 
many did so in total staff or grade level 
meetings. Numerous modifications and 
additions were made on the basis of a 
detailed analysis of the evaluation forms.

Introductory material includes a state 
ment of philosophv, a listing of principles 
of teaching arithmetic, and suggestions 
for using the publication. The guide it 
self is divided into major topics in order 
to emphasi/e the sequence of abilities 
within each area. In addition to tha de-
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velopmental program and summaries of 
abilities stressed at each grade level, a 
wealth of suggested activities are pro 
vided. A section with enrichment activ 
ities is included. The bibliography lists 
publications, films and filmstrips. A nine- 
page index is helpful for locating topics 
readily. The guide should provide a use 
ful supplement to textbooks and the 
classroom teacher should be better in 
formed and more effective for having 
studied its contents.

  Illinois Curriculum Program Avia 
tion Education Project. English Teaching 
Aitls for a Stronger America by Virginia 
Casey. 98 p. 'Mathematics Teaching A ic/,? 
for a Stronger America by Jack C. Mer- 
win. 75 p. Science Teaching Aids for a 
Stronger America by Emery G. Fritsch. 
92 p. \Yashington, D. C.: National Avia 
tion Education Council, 1956.

These three publications are part of 
the "Our World of Flight Series," con 
sisting of comprehensive resource units 
"to which secondary school teachers mav 
turn for information about instructional 
aids for aviation education." They ap 
peared first as Illinois Curriculum Pro 
gram bulletins and have now been re 
printed by the National Aviation Coun 
cil as a service of its Materials Instruc 
tion Committee. Each publication was 
prepared by an Illinois high school 
teacher specializing in some area and 
assisted by colleagues representing that 
specialty in the state-wide association.

The Aviation Education Project aims 
at "searching out educational implica-
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til ins of air transportation and translat 
ing them into appropriate learning ex 
periences." Specific objectives are elabo 
rated to help teachers develop a relation 
between their presentation of English, 
mathematics or science and aviation. 
English Teaching Aids is organized into 
t\vo divisions. The first presents an his 
torical approach to the development of 
aviation; the second proposes opportun 
ities for students to enjoy literature of 
various kinds and to write about their 
own observations and reactions to avia 
tion experiences. Mathematics Teaching 
Aids has two major parts also. Part I 
gives examples of how to apply aviation 
materials in teaching nine selected mathe 
matics topics. The second part presents 
three illustrative study guides (Mathe 
matics and Aeronautics, Mathematics and 
Aerial Navigation, and -Mathematics and 
the Consumer of Aviation Goods and 
Services). In Science Teaching Aids, 
valuable suggestions are contained as to 
how the aviation dimension can be de 
veloped for such areas of science study 
as conservation, weather, internal com 
bustion engines, life functions, fuels, 
machines, gravitation, electricity, elec 
tronics.

All three publications are equipped 
with extensive listings of useful teach 
ing aids including books, articles, film- 
strips, sources of free and inexpensive 
materials. Teachers in each of these areas 
can choose with case numerous resources 
to "assist them in providing learning ex 
periences from our world of flight for 
the youth in their classes."

  Leonard S. Kenworthy. S tudying 
Africa in Elementary and Secondary 
Schools. 29 p. S tudying Asia in Elemen 
tary Schools. 22 p . S tudying the Middle 
East in Elementary Schools. 1 0 p. Brook 
lyn, N. Y.: World Affairs Materials, 
Brooklyn College. 1957.

Teachers concerned with helping chil 
dren and youth in understanding the 
place of the U.S.A. in the international 
community have frequently found text 
book material dated, inaccurate and 
parochial in point of view. Not only have 
the units on other lands suffered as a 
consequence, but students sometimes 
have emerged with stereotypes which 
block their insights about peoples whose 
good will vitally affects the welfare of 
the U.S.A. and the world at large.

The Brooklyn College group furnishes 
a clearinghouse for selected books on 
teaching world affairs and international 
understanding. Its World Affairs Ma 
terials, designed for teachers, may coun 
teract these textbook shortcomings. They 
consist of a number of guides, resource 
units, background papers and bibli 
ographies, and filmstrips. The guide to 
studying Africa begins by listing points 
to stress and background materials plus 
a selected bibliography. Resources > are 
indicated for studying Africa, along with 
possible aims, experiences and activities 
for learners. The resources are grouped 
as those dealing with Africa generally 
and those focusing on parts of the Con 
tinent. The other two resource guides 
follow essentially the same pattern as 
those mentioned above.

The wealth of resources of various 
kinds for both teachers and students at 
elementary and secondary school levels 
displayed in these publications re- 
emphasizes that there is no dearth of 
teaching materials but only of occasion 
for using them. Other materials available 
include secondary school resource units 
on China, India, Japan, the Middle East, 
and Southeast Asia and background 
papers and bibliographies on Ceylon. 
Indonesia, Pakistan, and Puerto Rico. 
Teachers should welcome World Affairs 
Materials as channels for finding ma-
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tei nils to deepen their own insights and 
understandings while, at the same time, 
tin v serve their students.

  The Board of Education of the City 
of Xew York. Guidance of Children in 
Elementary Schools. Curriculum Bul 
let in 1955-56 Series, Number 13. New 
York: the Board, 1956. 271 p.

This is a well conceived manual which 
sets forth basic guidance principles, 
describes techniques particularly appro 
priate at the elementary school level, and 
defines the role of teachers, guidance 
specialists and administrators for devel 
oping and administrating the guidance 
program. Essential concepts underlying 
an elementary school guidance program 
arc presented as a basis for understand 
ing the aims of such a program: "to pro 
mote the study of the child with the hope 
of preventing personality maladjustments 
and enhancing learning ability."

The scope and nature of the activities 
of staff members are discussed and the 
specific roles of teachers, administrators

and guidance counselors are well de 
fined. The role of the psychologist is seen 
only indirectly as one encounters situa 
tions requiring therapy or clinical atten 
tion. Depending upon the reader's famili 
arity with the guidance field, the relation 
ship of the psychologist to the other 
members of the guidance team may- 
appear unclear. However, this is a minor 
flaw in an otherwise excellent manual. 
The second part, wherein guidance tech 
niques are presented, is particularly well 
done. The techniques are clearly dis 
cussed and well illustrated. The last few 
chapters are concerned with dramatics, 
play, puppetry, and art as guidance 
methods which teachers can utilize. As is 
pointed out clearly, "No teacher is ex 
pected to be a psychiatrist, nor is she 
expected to find time to provide un 
limited assistance to each of her chil 
dren. . . With the aid of clearly defined 
techniques, she is, however, in a posi 
tion to help more children more effec- 
tivclv."

(Continued from )><ige 90) 
maintained only within a matrix of 
liberties: freedom to introduce experi 
mental concepts in curriculum, freedom 
to submit new courses to the market 
place of faculty opinion, freedom to 
question, to dissent, and to evaluate.

An essential characteristic of any use 
ful social institution is that it must, per- 
haps unwittingly and haphazardly, cater 
to some basic social need. Not infre- 
<|iicntlv in the past, colleges, as long as 
they satisfied some of the basic cultural 
needs, were not greatly concerned that 
other needs lagged or were neglected 
entirely. But modern society today with 
all its costs and complexities cannot con 

done any longer the luxury of cut-and-try 
in higher education. If tax-supported col 
leges are to meet the challenge ahead 
the old approach must be quickened In- 
self-conscious adaptations and scientific 
studies to anticipate the needs of a com 
munity. New courses and disciplines 
ought to be examined and organized. 
New ideas and techniques must be ex 
plored. New relationships with institu 
tions such as clinics and hospitals must 
be established. Finally, every area of cur 
riculum must be under constant evalua 
tion and reappraisal if we are to accom 
modate, without sacrifice of quality, the 
swelling numbers and gigantic enroll 
ments bearing down upon us.
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