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A New National Program

FOR SEVERAL years this col 
umn has served as a main channel for 
reporting curriculum news to its readers. 
As in other years, this column will con 
tinue to do this hut will also report new 
developments in the Cooperative Action 
Program for Curriculum Improvement, 
"CAPCI." To provide a background for 
understanding news about CAPCI, this 
first issue reviews briefly what this new 
national ASCD program is and how it 
began.

Although officially the program came 
into being by action of the ASCD Board 
of Directors at the Seattle conference 
last March, extensive planning and work 
preceded that action. For example, the 
chairmen of the ASCD committees and' 
commissions, meeting in Washington, 
D. C., in the autumn of 1956, contributed 
significantly with their recommendation 
that state and regional units assume in 
creasingly heavy responsibilities in the 
total program of the national organiza 
tion.

Again, deliberations of the St. Louis 
conference in 1957 demonstrated the 
urgency for more concerted effort in the 
support of field developments in curri 
culum. Throughout that year many in 
dividuals and groups, meeting in several 
sections of the country, undertook the 
task of shaping up the document adopted 
in Seattle as the broad outline of a pro 
gram for action.

Program Content
What did that document propose? The 

heart of the proposal lies in a section 
titled "Content of the Program" which 
reads:

Although there are many significant cur 
riculum problems confronting the schools 
of America, and others may develop .within 
the foreseeable future, certain ones seem 
most pressing. It is expected that respon 
sible groups within ASCD will make a final 
selection of problem areas to constitute the 
content of the program for the next few 
years. This final selection might be the 
three outlined below, or one or two of these, 
or of some different one or more problems, 
or of some combination of those below and 
different ones. The three problem areas 
suggested herein for consideration in de 
termining the content of the program are:

1. Reaching toward a balanced curric 
ulum

2. Providing for individual differences
3. Evaluation of learning.
The cooperative action program would 

be directed toward finding and implement 
ing more generally satisfactory plans for 
dealing with the selected problem areas 
than those which have heretofore been 
utilized.

The contributions which ASCD is 
uniquely qualified to make in regard to 
such problem areas, and which shouW be 
focused and unified in this program, are 
as follows: i

First, the organization has many on-
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GUIDING BEGINNERS 
IN ARITHMETIC

For Grades 1 and 2

Every arithmetic teacher in the primary 
grades will find this a practical and reli 
able guide. It offers sequential materials 
for teaching the significance of numbers 
rather than the manipulation of abstract 
symbols, and aids teachers by indicating 
developmental and practice exercises that 
should be presented prior to the use of 
the text. When textbooks are not pro 
vided, it helps to provide systematic 
instruction.

YOUNG MINDS NEED 
SOMETHING TO GROW ON

For NurMry Schools and 
Kindergarten*

This book provides ways to help the 
young child develop the full extent of 
his capabilities. A wide variety of sub 
jects are thoroughly discussed, such as: 
building power of good judgment, guid 
ing the child through steps of reasoning, 
directing discovery of interests, stimu 
lating individual ability through group 
activity, and many others.

BEFORE THE CHILD READS
A challenging book providing concrete 
suggestions for planning a sound pre- 
reading program for five and six-year- 
olds. A thorough explanation is given 
on how to capitalize on readiness—what 
children can do and learn before they 
are ready for standard first-grade books. 
It offers valuable aids to help teachers 
and parents work together to recognize 
the child's readiness needs.

Row, Peterson and Company
Evanston, III. White Plains, N. Y.

going activities—publications, conferences, 
and committee projects—which could be 
more closely tied to these problem areas, 
and used more systematically to define 
problems, present possible solutions, and 
focus the attention of its membership on 
these areas.

Second, the organization has long been 
interested in the encouragement of research 
and in the dissemination of research find 
ings, and could take more decisive steps to 
uncover and publish such research data as 
are available and/or might become avail 
able.

Third, the organization is in strategic 
position to organize pilot studies and other 
field research. With an adequate staff for 
this purpose, the organization could spon 
sor a number of well-designed research 
studies to explore new solutions to educa 
tional problems.

The proposal then outlined, in a gen 
eral way, the scope of each problem area 
and identified some of the major issues 
needing study in each.

To carry out this program three levels 
of operation were projected: (a) modi 
fication of existing activities without ad 
ditional costs, (b) modification of exist 
ing activities with additional costs (to 
be met by the operating budget), (c) 
sponsorship of field research studies in 
volving substantial costs. The Board of 
Directors and the Executive Committee, 
supported wholeheartedly by the mem 
bership at large, resolved to undertake 
the program at all three levels.

First Steps
Much has happened since Seattle! One 

of the first steps in moving ahead on 
Level 2, for example, was the meeting of 
ASCD state and regional presidents held 
in Washington, June 7-10. This meeting 
resulted in plans for bringing the activ 
ities of many state units into sharper 
focus with respect to the three problem
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areas. Appointed also was a CAPCI Com 
mittee to advise the Executive Commit 
tee and the Washington staff on possible 
next steps to he taken at both levels 2 and 
3. Members of this CAPCI committee 
are: William Alexander, Susan Crutch- 
field, Clarence Fielstra, Jane Franseth, 
Robert S. Gilchrist, Arthur J. Lewis, and 
this column editor.

From an initial meeting of this com 
mittee held in Cleveland July 5-7 came 
plans for (a) a national survey of cur 
riculum practices schools are using to 
provide for individual differences, and 
(b) an investigation of resources avail 
able for the sponsorship of field research 
studies involving substantial costs.

With this as a background, future 
columns will report on further develop 
ments in CAPCI. Since the major efforts 
of this action program are centered in 
the work of individuals and groups at 
the state and regional levels, we need 
your help in keeping in direct touch with 
what is happening in your own school 
situation. And so, please let us hear from 
you—a note, a card, a clipping, a copy of 
a bulletin, a phone call. As these come in, 
we shall relate them to one another when 
such a relationship seems valid. We shall 
draw also on reports from the Washing 
ton staff as its members confer with state 
units and as they continue to be directly 
involved in the coordination of this new 
venture.

Available, too, are the more general 
news releases and reports on matters of 
interest in the field of curriculum. We 
shall select from among these and, within 
the limits of a column, shall try to relate 
their content to your interests.

—PAUL R. KLOIIR, assistant dean and 
coordinator of instructional program, 
College of Education, The Ohio State 
Vnivcrsitij, Columbus; and chairman of 
the CAPCI Committee of ASCD.

An event of importance 

for NEW AUTHORS ONLY
Opus # 1 i s the title of a new Philosophical 
Library 1958 hook series which will publish 
the deserving manuscripts of new authors 
only.
Opus Jtl has two basic requirements: The 
author must have something to say and know 
how to say it.
Opus & l w ill !>e dedicated to the humanities 
anrl will include works in the fields of Art, 
Literature. Philosophy, Religion, Socioh>Ry, 
History, Psychology and Psychiatry.
Opus it 1 1 H>oks will he printed on special, 
tine anti(|iie paper, and artistically cloth- 
bound for library use.
Only complete book length manuscripts ac 
cepted.

Inquire for full details.

PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY, Publishers 
15 East 40 St., New York 16, N. Y.

DICTIONARY OF 

PHILOSOPHY

By DAGOBERT D. RUNES

Front 1 hales to Einstein you can 
now have the brilliant thinking and 
ideas of every great mind since the 
beginning of recorded time. A superb 
volume, interpreting all major con 
cepts of vital thought. An all-embrac 
ing source of information that is 
invaluable to the layman, teacher and 
student.

De Luxe Library Edition

$6
PHILOSOPHICAL 

LIBRARY
Publithert

15 E. 40 St.   N. Y. 16, N. Y. 

Expedite shipment by prepayment
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