
Column Editor: Arthur Hoppe

THIS column is maintained to con 
tinue a' long standing service to readers 
of EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP. For years 
ASCD has been publicizing conspicuous 
efforts among instructional materials 
produced locally or by state departments 
of education. Every teacher, supervisor, 
curriculum coordinator, or department 
head needs to be keenly aware of new 
ideas and materials in his own field at 
least. Even those who are active in pro 
ducing such materials gain many ideas 
and suggestions from the study of bul 
letins developed elsewhere.

The development of curriculum guides, 
bulletins and materials of ; various kinds 
can be an exciting professional experi 
ence. Without doubt, the greatest bene 
fits that develop from such activities 
accrue to those who participate in the 
building of the materials. For such par 
ticipants the bulletins are generally 
tailor-made, directly suited to their work, 
and delightful to use. However, not 
everyone has the time or the opportunity 
to develop new resource units or instruc 
tional guides or courses of study or other 
types of curriculum bulletins. Often 
those offices that do develop such instruc 
tional materials are willing to make their 
products available to others either at cost 
or for a nominal price. Ergo this column.

Those readers who wish to promote 
this service may do so in either of two

ways: (a) They can send to the editor 
of this column for possible review in this 
department copies of curriculum mate 
rials which they have developed in their 
school, school system, or state depart 
ment of education; or (b) They can send 
the column editor the titles and authors 
of outstanding materials they know that 
have been produced elsewhere.

Each item will be appraised by an ap 
propriate specialist against criteria -that 
have been used for several years in 
evaluating items selected for review. 
These criteria appeared originally in the 
ASCD booklet, L ist oj Outstanding Cur 
riculum Materials, 1951-54, as "Guide 
lines for Evaluating Curriculum Mate 
rials."

Though they have been slightly 
adapted in recent years, the criteria still 
emphasize: (a) evidence of sound schol 
arship, (b) learning experiences of high 
quality, (c) a wide variety of appropriate 
resources, (d) cooperative production 
procedures involving the potential users, 
(e) organization that promotes effective 
use of materials, and (f) attractive or 
striking format.

Various faculty members of the School 
of Education at Indiana University have 
assisted the writer by appraising mate 
rials in their respective fields: H. Robert 
Kinker in vocational education; Louis 
Schmidt in counseling; Prevo Whitaker in 
science education.
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The first account
of an exciting new field

AUTOMATIC 
TEACHING

The State of the Art

Edited by EUGENE GALANTER, 
University of Pennsylvania

Prompted by the belief that some areas 
can be taught rapidly and most effec 
tively by the use of machines, a joint 
conference of the Air Force Office of 
Scientific Research and the University 
of Pennsylvania has studied the state 
of automatic teaching of verbal and 
symbolic skills. This book reports the 
findings.

Although a fairly new field, teaching 
by machine has achieved a number of 
successes and shows great promise for 
the future. A utomatic Teaching de 
scribes what has been done, what can 
be done, iwhat devices are available, 
how they are used and with whom, 
and how effective these methods and 
machines may be.

1959 Prob. $3.95

SEND NOW FOR YOUR ON-APPROVAl COPY

JOHN WILEY & SONS, Inc.
440—4TH AVE., NEW YORK 16, N.Y.

Allerton House Conference on Educa 
tion. Counseling, Services in the Sec 
ondary Schools of Illinois. A report by 
Study Group IX on the Role of the 
Counselor, June 1958. 47 p.

As an outgrowth of criticisms leveled 
against the public schools, the Allerton 
House Conference on Education in Illi 
nois was planned by leaders of the 
Illinois Curriculum Program and sev 
eral groups at the University of Illinois. 
Study groups were centered on 12 dif 
ferent problems, with each group includ 
ing representatives of the office of the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
the University of Illinois and other col 
leges in the state, the public schools, and 
the Parent-Teacher Association and/or 
the School Boards Association.

This report on counseling services 
crowned three years of intensive study to 
determine the proper functions of public 
school counselors and the extent to which 
they are fulfilling these functions. One 
feature of the study was a survey of 
counseling conditions and practices in a 
random sample of 50 public high schools, 
made through parallel questionnaires 
sent to principals, teachers, counselors 
and students. Other sources of data were 
included from teams of observers, from 
state reports and North Central Associa 
tion records. The various data are in 
substantial agreement, pointing up typi 
cal weaknesses and inadequacies in pro 
gram, personnel and support for counsel 
ing. The students appeared to be the 
most serious critics of counseling, having 
no illusions about the effects of weak 
programs and recognizing clearly the 
benefits of good counseling.

This is a well organized report. It in 
cludes the questionnaires that were used 
in the study. The principal conditions re 
vealed here for counseling in Illinois are
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ARE YOU AN
UNPUBLISHED
AUTHOR?

If you have a book length manuscript you 

would like to have published, our editorial 

staff will be glad to consider it. Our pro 

gram has launched many new writers. Sub 

mit your work for free editorial evaluation 

and further information. We consider all 

types of material: fiction, poetry, juveniles, 

religious books, scholarly work, corporate 

histories.

GREENWICH 
BOOK PUBLISHERS

Alien: Mr. Dili-bin 
489 Fifth Ave., N.Y.C.

likely to be found essentially the same in 
most other states.

Cincinnati Public Schools. Job Relations, 
Curriculum Bulletin No. 12, Grade 9. 
Cincinnati, Ohio: the Schools, 1958. 
127 p.

A committee of administrators, coun 
selors, and teachers was assisted by sev 
eral consultants in the preparation of this 
bulletin. It provides a very well organ 
ized and detailed outline for an elective 
course offered two and one-half periods 
per week in grade nine. An elaborate in 
troduction describes the fundamental 
purposes of the school, the nature of so 
ciety and the common characteristics of 
12- to 18-year-old pupils. The general 
field of social studies is then considered, 
with special attention given such matters 
as objectives, classroom atmosphere, 
methods, resources, attitudes, controver 
sial issues and evaluation. Job relations is

presented in this broad setting of social 
studies. Following this are practical sug 
gestions for the organization and man 
agement of the course which set the 
framework for the three units which con 
stitute the major part of the bulletin. 
These units are entitled, (I) 'The Pupil 
Looks at Himself as a Person and as a 
Future Worker," (II) "The Pupil Looks 
at Opportunities in the World of Work," 
(III) "The Pupil Looks at Various As 
pects of a Job."

In each instance, objectives are sug 
gested, content is outlined in much de 
tail, related vocabulary is shown, possible 
learning activities are described, audio 
visual materials and bibliographies are 
listed. The bulletin is well conceived, 
clearly organized, and beautifully pre 
sented. It is excellent in every major 
aspect, and should prove richly reward 
ing to Cincinnati teachers or teachers 
elsewhere who turn to it for help.

WALL MAPS
foreign-text

for TEACHING the 
MODERN LANGUAGES

The largest selection of domestic and 
imported foreign-text maps in America. 
In color.

See page 15 of Catalog ND59 "Visual 
Teaching Tools for use in the NDEA 
PROGRAM"

If your school does not have a copy 
of this new catalog write to

DENOYER-GEPPERT Co.
Pub/ishers Exporters 

Mop Mounters
Importers

5235 Ravenswood Ave., Chicago 40
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. SELF-SELECTION 
BOOKS FOR CHILDREN

Frontiers of America Books
by Edith McCall

will enjoy them. Advanced 2nd or 3rd 
graders can test their new-found reading 
skills. Grades 2-8. 128 pp. Illustrated. 
Net — $1.88 each.* 

Log fort Adventures • Steamboats to the West • Hunters Blaze the Trails

New French-English Book for Children— A Trip to Paris,

A skillful combination of low reading levels 
with high interest levels! Three exciting, 
factual books on a third grade reading level, 
yet eighth graders needing remedial help

A gay, delightful introduction to easy beginning 
French. Over 150 French words and phrases with 
pronunciation and translation. Delightful continuity 
makes this the easiest introduction to a second lan 
guage. In 4 colors. Grades 2-up. 32 pp. Net — $1.88.*

The Children's Books with Built-in Creative Enjoymen

Childrens Press
Jackson & Racine, Chicago 7. III.

Terry Shannon

firicet to schools and 
libraries. Cloth, tide-ieun, 
reinforced. Send for new 
full-color catalog and in 
strnctiotial guide.

The Los Angeles City-Wide Life Sci 
ence Curriculum Committee. The In 
structional Guide in Life Science 1. 
Los Angeles: the City Schools, 1958, 
286 p.

The purpose of this guide is to give 
teachers in the life science course in Los 
Angeles much practical help. It lists 
in detail specific activities, materials, 
references and audio-visual materials. 
Drawings are also used to aid in the 
understanding of the lessons.

Five units are included in the course: 
Orientation, What It Means To Be Alive, 
Living Things React to Their Environ 
ment, Living Things Continue Their 
Kind, and Living Things Combat Dis 
ease. There is also a section on evaluation 
which includes samples of various types 
of tests to be given for factual recall as 
well as tests for critical thinking. The

appendix includes classroom safety regu 
lations, use of the library, the classroom 
environment, the care of animals, in 
sects and plants, the use of audio-visual 
materials, and the development of appro 
priate projects.

This guide provides very elaborate 
and effective materials and suggestions, 
almost to the point of leaving little to 
the imagination of the teacher. The use 
of a wide variety of resource material 
and the promising evaluation procedures 
are offset by a lack of suggestion con 
cerning community resources which 
should prove to be a challenge to the 
ingenuity of teachers..As an instructional 
guide, this material should be singularly 
helpful to science teachers at the junior 
high level.

 ARTHUR HOPPE, associate professor 
of education, Indiana University, Bloom- 
ington.
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