
Column Editor: Arthur Hoppe

NOTE: Various faculty members of 
the School of Education at Indiana Uni 
versity have assisted the column editor 
by appraising materials in their respec 
tive fields: Ruth Strickland in elementary 
language arts; Emily Huntting in home- 
making; Fred Mills in art education; Leo 
Fay in elementary reading; and Prevo 
Whi'taker in science.

Des Moines Public Schools. Communica 
tion Skills: Listening, Speaking, Wrif- 
ing. Des Moines: Department of Ele 
mentary Education, August 1958, 58 p. 
($2.25)

The Elementary Language Committee 
sought information for their guide from 
schools in 43 cities comparable to Des 
Moines in size and from all of the ele 
mentary teachers in Des Moines. The 
results show many good suggestions for 
teaching certain communication skills, 
with an up-to-date approach especially 
in relation to grammar. Basic goals are 
set forth and succinct explanations of 
each skill are offered in the bulletin, plus 
many activities to facilitate learning each 
one. Suggestions to pupils themselves 
constitute a conspicuous feature of the 
guide. Several good questions and sug 
gestions are available here to guide eval 
uation by the teacher himself and by 
teacher and pupil working cooperatively. 
Many examples of pupil products ap 
propriate to this age group are to be 
found in the section on writing.

The handbook was designed to give 
security to beginning teachers and. to 
encourage the creative teaching of more 
experienced teachers. In order to pre\'ent 
the possibility that this guide might set 
a rigid pattern for teaching communica 
tion skills, or mold the teaching of lan 
guage skills for years to come, it has a 
built-in feature: a section at the end call 
ing for comments and suggestions for 
improving the bulletin by teachers who 
use it. It would be well if more of our 
curriculum material included such a 
device.

Florida State Department of Education. 
Florida Homemaking Education. Bul 
letin No. 23. Tallahassee: the Depart 
ment. Revised 1955, 243 p. (No price 
indicated.)

Many teachers, representing all areas 
of the state, worked with supervisors and 
consultants for a long period of time to 
produce this bulletin. The product proves 
the excellence of their work. This guide 
for homemaking in grades 7-12 was done 
in scholarly fashion. It is presented in 
unique format, w_ith interesting use of 
line, form, space and color.

The guide begins with careful state 
ments of philosophy held by the Florida 
homemaking teachers, objectives for 
work in their field and many methods 
of teaching and evaluation. A two-page 
scope and sequence chart shows a skele 
ton of the content for all the secondary
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school grades. The program is family 
centered and the key questions for guid 
ing learning experiences are the very 
ones youngsters do and should raise 
about problems of a personal and family 
nature. The problems increase in com 
plexity from year to year, as do also the 
suggested content and resources re 
flecting desirable growth from year to 
year.

Many suggested activities are pre 
sented and many teaching aids, particu 
larly pamphlets, films and filmstrips. 
The guide contains clear, concise and 
convincing explanations of the use of 
this material by teachers.

Maryland State Department of Educa 
tion. Art in Our Maryland Sclwols. 
Baltimore: the Department, 1954, 48 
p. (No price indicated.)

Through a large variety of well chosen 
photographs and a minimum of words, 
the compilers of this guit"^ have high 
lighted their basic beliefs about art in 
the daily lives of learners. The scenes 
chosen are vivid and fascinating; the 
remarks are succinct. Both require 
thoughtful interpretation, but they leave 
the teacher relatively free to adapt the 
materials to particular groups and pur 
poses. It pictures the meanings of art, 
the necessary atmosphere and the ele 
ments of art, the different goals and moti 
vations of art, the purposes and poten 
tialities of art for boys and girls in school.

Art is presented as an important vehi 
cle for interpretation of surroundings, for 
working independently, for satisfying 
curiosity, for solving personal problems. 
Great freedom of ideas is expressed while 
at the same time the guide points out 
where students may get leads to art ex 
periences. Many examples of student 
work are shown for the reader's interest.

On the whole, the guide is in good for 
mat, contains sound philosophy and 
workable suggestions for its implementa 
tion, and should prove highly useful to 
teachers.

Minneapolis Public Schools. Reading 
Readiness in Kindergarten and First 
Grade, ( a Supplement to the Guide to 
Teaching Beading in the Elementary 
Schools). Minneapolis: the Schools, 
1956. 108 p. (No price indicated.)

Both teachers and parents in Minne 
apolis sought specific information on 
reading readiness, particularly on thq re 
lationship between reading readiness and 
child growth characteristics. This hand 
book was designed to fill the gap. It was 
developed by a committee of kinder 
garten and first grade teachers, principals 
and consultants.

The handbooks began with a brief but 
clear description of important theories of 
readiness for reading. It goes on to sug 
gest important needs of young children 
related to love, security, discipline, re 
sponsibility and patience, and the critical 
role of parents in ministering to these 
needs. Part III and especially Part IV 
present in much detail the contribution 
of the kindergarten and of the first grade, 
respecti\-ely, to reading readiness. They 
offer a great wealth of activities through 
which readiness for reading may be pro 
moted. Sample schedules for entire school 
days are. included. Finally, many .prac 
tical suggestions are made for the evalu 
ation of developing readiness to read.

The parts are separated by interesting 
color pages and there are numerous 
clever drawings throughout the guide. It 
is a thoroughly pleasing and useful work.

 ARTHUR HOPPE, associate professor 
of education, Indiana University, Bloom- 
ington.

December 1959 187



 
 
 
Copyright © 1959 by the Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development.  All rights reserved.  
 
 




