
Column Editor: 
Elizabeth 2 . Howard

Contributors: 
Eleanore E. Larson 
George A. Beauchamp

The Child's World: His Social Percep 
tion. Frank J. Eft van and Elisabeth 
W. Estvan. New York: G. P. Putnam's 
Sons, 1959. 287 p.
For all who have worked with the 

elementary school child and curriculum, 
reading The Childs World: His Social 
Perception will be a revealing experience. 
The reader cannot fail to recognize many 
of the gross (and probably invalid) as 
sumptions underlying present selection 
of learning experiences.

The authors report three separate care 
fully designed investigations which ex 
amine the way children perceive their 
social world. The data for these studies 
were gathered by means of a projective 
technique in which children were asked 
to react to a series of thoughtfully se 
lected pictures. The children's responses 
enabled the researchers to gather data 
relative to these three questions: "How 
do children perceive rural and urban 
life situations?" "How do children per 
ceive social status in life situations?" and 
"How do children perceive child and 
adult life situations?"

The subjects of the study were boys 
and girls from both urban and rural first 
and sixth grades, including children of 
above-average and below-average abil 
ity. As a result, it was possible to make 
comparisons of the perceptions of: urban 
and rural children, boys and girls, first 
and sixth graders, and the bright and 
below-average ability children.

In addition, the Estvans' book gives 
authoritative philosophical and psycho 
logical explanations of perception. The 
procedures, materials and evaluation 
techniques used in the perception studies 
are clearly described. In reporting the 
studies, technical data and statistical 
analyses have been omitted from the 
text, although the tabulations are in 
cluded in the Appendix. This arrange 
ment contributes considerably to the 
readability of the book.

The results of each study are summa 
rized, apparent trends are noted, and 
provocative questions are raised. In the 
final chapter, "Developing Children's 
Social Perception," the authors suggest 
the direction curriculum design. must 
take for the school to assume its full re 
sponsibility for developing children's 
perceptions. There is convincing evi 
dence that: (a) there is an inseparable 
relationship between perceiving and liv 
ing; ( b) perception continues to develop 
as long as an individual lives; (c) a, child 
needs help in arriving at "correct" per 
ceptions;- (d) perception development 
requires concurrent development of a 
rich background of concepts; (e) per 
ception and learning are intimately re 
lated. These generalizations very clearly 
establish perception development as a 
responsibility of the school program.

While the contributions of this book 
are numerous, the reviewer presents the 
following as being unique. The direct
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and precise writing style is well adapted 
to the description of research design. In 
quoting the actual responses of the chil 
dren, the authors have encouraged the 
reader to identify some youngsters he, 
too, has known. Because these accounts 
stimulate the reader to speculate on what 
conditions and experiences brought out 
the particular responses, the Estvans' 
plea for systematic study of individual 
children is made more dramatic.

The Child's World i n its presentation 
of a study of children's social percep 
tions is an essential first step. Its major 
contribution may well be realized when 
the findings are implemented in cur 
riculum design and school organization. 
Serious and thoughtful educators are left 
with no alternative.

 Reviewed by ELEANORE E. LARSON, 
associate professor of education, The 
University of Wisconsin, Madison.

Issues in Curriculum Development.
Marvin D. Alcorn and James M.
Linley, editors, Yonkers-on-Hudson:
World Book Company, 1959. 420 p.
This volume is a compilation of mod 

ern readings on various subjects gen 
erally included in the broad field of cur 
riculum. As such it is a unique addition 
to the curriculum literature.

The book is divided into three parts. 
The first part consists of three chapters 
on the modern curriculum setting. The 
second part contains five chapters con 
cerned with the operation of the curricu 
lum. The final two chapters on the proc 
ess and direction of the curriculum make 
up the third part. Each chapter contains 
one or more readings, most of which are 
taken from periodical literature. Chapter 
introductions, summaries, and tie-ins are 
written by the editors and, for the most 
part, they have applied a research review 
technique to capsulate other writings.

The value of test scores to you 
depends on ,,

1 how good the test norms are

2 the kinds of norms provided

When you use the new

Metropolitan
Achievement
TeStS Grades 1-9
you have:

Norms soundly based on 
1 carefully controlled na 

tionwide testing:

500,000 pupils in 225 
representative school sys 
tems in 49 states.

2 Varieties of norms to 
meet all needs:

grade equivalents 
percentile ranks 
stanines.

World Book \ 
Company
Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York 
Chicago, Boston. Atlanta, Dallas, Berkeley
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No doubt the volume is most useful 
at the graduate level. The graduate stu 
dent can find here many excerpts from 
the periodical literature in curriculum, 
and they should be helpful to him espe 
cially as a time-saver in library research. 
Because of literature reviewing by the 
editors and the numerous selections, a 
large body of information is incorpo 
rated. A very broad interpretation of 
curriculum has been taken in the book. 
The editors have included treatments of 
social forces, curriculum content, teach 
ing resources, common and special needs 
of learners, groupings, curriculum design, 
planning issues, and research. The sum 
maries by the editors at the end of each 
part are very well done.

Whenever one reads a book of read 
ings, he cannot help but evaluate the 
selections in terms of his own biases. The 
following comments must be read with 
this in mind. This reviewer kept looking

for such authors' names as B. Othanel 
Smith, Hollis Caswell, Minor Gwynn, 
William Ragan, Edward Krug, Nelson 
Bossing, Harold Spears, Florence Strate- 
meyer, Virgil Herrick, Arno Bellack, 
Galen Saylor, William Alexander, but 
they were missing as selection authors, 
even though they may have been recog 
nized in editorial comment. These peo 
ple have had much to say about issues 
in curriculum development, and they 
represent well-established points of view. 
Furthermore, this reviewer cannot help 
but resent the inclusion of material by 
such authors as Arthur Bestor in a seri 
ous book on curriculum. Bestor is any 
thing but a careful student of curricu 
lum, and therefore, does not belong 
among them.
 Revicwcil by GEORGE A. BEAU- 

CHAMP, professor of education, School 
of Education, Northwestern University, 
Evanston, Illinois.

GUIDING GROWTH 
IN HANDWRITING!

By Frank N. Freeman, Ph.D.
Zaner-Bloser proudly announces a new series of Recorders, 
GUIDING GROWTH IN HANDWRITING. Based on the 
concept of handwriting as a communication art, this new 
series incorporates many outstanding features:

• Coordination of handwriting technique, forms of written 
expression, and content areas.

• Correlation of writing with language arts, social stud 
ies, health, science and other subjects.

• Separate Recorders for transition from manuscript to 
cursive writing in either Grade' Two or Grade Three.

9 Each page includes content area, recording area, and 
development area, including the point of emphasis.

• Two teaching Manuals included.

Thoroughly tested and proved in the classroom, GUIDING 
GROWTH IN HANDWRITING is truly a major advance 
in the teaching of better handwriting.

P/eose wrile for full deroi/i

612 N. Park St., Columbus, Ohio 
Dept. EL
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