
Column Editor: Curtis Paul Ramsey

The Retirement of Revolutionaries

MANY persons, of late, have 
discussed the impending "revolutions in 
instruction," or at least have been strong 
in their advocacy of the necessity of such 
revolutions. Terminology and the result 
ant dilemma of definition, of course, give 
great difficulty in such controversies, e.g., 
the recent cartoon suggesting a prodigal 
son who had become "a 'radical' and 
joined the Goldwater Conservatives."

There are several "revolutionaries" to 
day in the field of instruction who are 
advocating a revolution in instruction 
based upon newer technology for teach 
ing. Lindley J. Stiles, in particular, in his 
1961 Charles W. Hunt lecture before the 
AACTE, entitled "Revolution in Instruc 
tion," suggests that there are many signs 
and seeds of a revolution in progress and 
goes on to delineate certain character 
istics of the "conservatives" who seem to 
resist the impending revolution.

But what, then, of the "conservatives"? 
An interesting commentary on human na 
ture and the flow of history seems appro 
priate here. Many of the contemporary 
curriculum defenders can be easily iden 
tified as "progressives" of the 1930-1940 
school improvement era. What were the 
characteristics of the earlier revolution? 
Did not the progressive education move 
ment incite to revolution so that: (a) 
teaching could become more creative; 
(b) learning could become more insight- 
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ful with "meaningful experiences"; and 
that (c) learning might become more 
self-directive? Was not this revolution a 
reaction, in fact, against an earlier rigid 
ity and insensitive standards of teaching 
and school conduct? Was not, in essence, 
the progressive revolution of the 'thirties 
one which might be termed "child-cen 
tered"?

Almost everyone is in favor of im 
provement; most people favor change. 
All too often, however, change is consid 
ered to be synonymous with improve 
ment a conclusion manifestly impossi 
ble to justify. Almost every major 
curriculum innovation of the past half- 
century has been advocated as an im 
provement in the instructional process. 
Surveys have been made to sample the 
reaction of persons involved in this cur 
riculum change teachers, pupils, par 
ents, etc.

The reported findings generally sup 
port the fact that the person involved in 
the experimental design approved of the 
new design, and has committed himself 
and his energies to it. He, therefore, has 
invested himself and his ego in the suc 
cess of the project. One seldom will agree 
that something which he has committed 
himself to personally was either a poor 
idea or produced inadequate results. The 
"Hawthorne effect" is a serious problem 
which can seldom be removed com-
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pletely from the research designs involv 
ing schools and the educative process.

Impact on Students

Many portions of the advocated 
changes in curriculum which are a part 
of the current "revolution in instruction" 
involve deep change in previous patterns 
of school and classroom organization. 
The earlier revolution the progressive 
education revolution of the 'thirties  
(being child-centered) laid great stress 
upon development of the individual, at 
tention to and understanding of his indi 
vidual needs and considerations.

Contemplated changes in school and 
classroom design in the current revolu 
tion suggest the trend now toward large 
group instruction, mass media instruc 
tion, etc. It is granted, however, that this 
large group instruction should be bal 
anced with personalized teaching and

small group opportunities. The question 
to be raised at this point is, then, do the 
new patterns of instruction enhance indi 
viduality and improve self-concepts, or 
do these new patterns actually deterio 
rate the mental health of students?

A concurrent trend in the present dec 
ade has been in regard to student crea 
tivity and attempts to measure and foster 
this in students. What are the proposed 
new procedures for instruction? Do they 
encourage creativity, or is the tendency 
to suppress creative aspects? Much writ 
ing has been done of late about the 
"tyranny of the multiple-choice test." 
Programmed instruction broadly con 
ceived concerns itself also with multiple- 
choice test questions in relation to linear 
programming. Does this mean that teach 
ing machines and the programmed in 
structional material within them may 
become tyrannical? Has anyone seriously 
considered researching the problem of
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creative changes in personality configu 
ration as a result of use of programmed 
instruction?

In the tight step-sequence-frame ar 
rangement of linear programmed instruc 
tion, the content material is laid out in 
a very formal and logical sequence. Facts 
are easily imparted through such a sys 
tem, but what are the implications and 
applications of facts and the interrelated- 
ness of them? May we not end up with 
well-trained, but uneducated, citizens?

The field of mental health enters into 
the discussion in another fashion. Some 
students are now shy and withdrawn; 
will their introduction into larger groups 
or, the reverse, their work with individual 
machines (perhaps even in individual 
booths) enhance or reinforce outgoing, 
more sociable attitudes?

Impact on Teachers

New definitions of teaching compe 
tence will have to be derived if the im 
pending revolution in instruction is suc 
cessful. Previously each "professional" 
teacher has been in relative isolation 
from his peers. In fact, it not only was 
not unusual, but also the accepted pro 
cedure that if five teachers were teaching 
at the same grade level in the same con 
tent area, there would be five different 
approaches to instruction. Does not the 
new revolution suggest and encourage 
conformity of the teaching act rather 
than individuality? Will not a teacher 
teach with one eye over her left shoul 
der to see what her colleagues are doing? 
May they not, in team teaching proce 
dures, become more concerned about 
their professional status with other pro 
fessionals than with their relationship to 
students?

And what of personality disturbances 
within the teacher? Now that "master"
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WHY JAN IE 
CAN WRITE

Janie is a lucky girl. Like you, her teachers 
care. They know how important good hand 
writing will be in every aspect of Janie's life 
from obtaining grades on written work which 
truly reflect her ability to securing and hold 
ing the position she wants in the world of 
adults.

So Janie's teachers make sure she uses pood 
handwriting practices in all her written work. 
They insist on neatness, on legible letter 
forms, on proper spacing and alignment. 
They keep track of Janie's personal problems, 
month by month. They help her to analyze 
her own handwriting and provide her the 
guidance necessary to improve.

Janie's teachers know, too, that half our 
states have made exhaustive studies of the 
many handwriting systems and that one 
system has been approved in over 90% of 
these studies. Therefore, Janie's teachers use 
the newest edition of the Noble system and 
are as happy as Janie! Write Dept. EL for 
complete information.

We would also be glad to tell you about: 
Parke's Picture Dictionary for Primary 
Grades; B aldwin's S tory of Our America; 
the How and Why Wonder Books of Science 
for intermediate grades; the Living Language 
record series; and many other equally fine 
and inexpensive programs for the elementary 
and secondary schools.

Publishers of America's Most Widely Adopted 
Handwriting System

PUBLISHERS, 
Inc.

NEW YORK 3, N.T.

teaching is available and we have created 
"stars," who will wish to play the sup 
porting roles?

Can the old labels apply? Who is a 
"conservative," and who is a "revolution 
ary" today?

Curriculum Innovations 

Textbook Complaints

Curriculum workers frequently find 
themselves with the public relations 
problem of handling complaints regard 
ing the use of a particular textbook. A 
recent article in Supervisory News Notes 
of the Florida State Department of Edu 
cation suggests a procedure for handling 
this serious problem within the school 
system.

Floridians, according to the article, are 
required to follow the following proce 
dure for handling complaints regarding 
textbooks: (a) Individuals or organiza 
tions who wish to make their views 
known regarding a certain textbook must 
file their complaint in writing. The writ 
ten complaint must contain the title of 
the book, name of the author, name of 
the publisher and citation of the pages 
or passages considered to bo objection 
able, (b) Individuals must present their 
complaints in person before a study com 
mittee established for the purpose of 
hearing such complaints. Not only must 
the individuals appear in person to cite 
their allegations, but also these criticisms 
must be presented in writing to the com 
mittee, (c) After hearing the complaints, 
the committee will take steps: (1) To 
notify the author and publisher about 
the complaint. (2) To request that they 
file replies or send representatives to an 
swer the allegations. (3) That two or 
more members of the committee will read 
the book and prepare a report of their
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findings. (4) That they will decide 
whether or not in the judgment of the 
committee the book is, indeed, subversive 
as alleged. (5) Report their findings to 
the State Board of Education through the 
superintendent.

While this procedure is designed for 
state control of textbooks, individual 
school systems might consider adopting 
a similar procedure for use within their 
own districts. Such a procedure would in 
no way conflict with the state responsi 
bility for textbooks but would at least 
require personal responsibility from 
critics of textbooks in use in the schools.

Evaluating Programmed Instruction

The annual report of the Educational 
Testing Service contains a statement 
about a new project in the evaluation of 
programmed instruction. A newly pro 
posed study comes as an outgrowth of

what you'll 
talk about at 
kindergarten 
workshops 
this year

Discipline . . . readiness . . . social learn 
ing . . . physical fitness . . . you'll vjant 
to discuss till the ways KDG Playmobilcs 
help children groiv. This new idea-  
proved under stringent school conditions 
 provides individual learning experi 
ence for each child in the group. Write 
for complete information: Dept. L-24-, 
Box 414, Detroit 31, Michigan.
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SUPERVISION 
AS LEADERSHIP

lane Franseth, U.S. Office of Education.
This provocative study on the principles 
and practices of good supervision pro 
vides an understanding of the opportu 
nities and responsibilities that supervisors 
have to improve our schools.

Judicious use is made of research find 
ings and of reports of supervisory ex 
periences throughout the country.

The book has four parts: (1) Prin 
ciples of supervision, showing how they 
are related to our knowledge of human 
behavior and learning, (2) The applica 
tion of principles to supervisory duties 
and functions, (3) Principles in practice 
through case studies, and (4) An evalu 
ation of teaching practices, pupil achieve 
ment, and supervision itself. 3S3 pp. $5.00
ROW. PETERSOIV & CO. 
Evanston.111. Elmsford.IN.Y.

the concern of a number of educators and 
leaders in the field of curriculum devel 
opment and programmed instruction re 
garding the "proliferation of gadgets and 
inferior learning programs as a serious 
threat to the sound application of pro 
grammed instruction technique to edu 
cation." *

An advisory committee has been estab 
lished to assist ETS in developing quality 
control procedures. The committee will 
seek to answer such questions as the fol 
lowing:

1. Is the substantive course content that 
has been programmed up-to-date and worth 
while in the judgment of authoritative 
opinion in the given field of inquiry?

2. To what degree is the programming 
itself compatible with requisite standards of 
excellence?

3. What evidence is there that the pro-
1 Educational Testing Service. Annual He- 

port 1960-1961. Princeton: The Service, 1961. 
p. 51-52.
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With
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becomes an exciting process of discovery!

Cuisenaire® rods and texts help teachers and pupils learn the 
essential concepts of mathematics rapidly and thoroughly. 
These colorful and attractive materials are used in all grades. 
They are ideal for learning all school arithmetic concepts 
as well as fundamental ideas of algebra and geometry. 
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suitable for a class of 25 pupils, is now available. Suitable 
for NDEA purchase.

For more information write to:

CUISENAIRE COMPANY OF AMERICA, INC.
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grammed material is effectively communi 
cated to students? 2

Such an authoritative study is long 
overdue and may well produce useful 
guidelines for those engaged in the prep 
aration of programmed materials, as well 
as for those responsible for the selection, 
purchase and utilization of programmed 
instructional materials and devices.

Curriculum Bulletins

State Department of Education. Can You 
Improve four Supervision? Concord, 
New Hampshire: the Department, 
1961. (Unpaged)
An unusual little publication on super 

vision has been produced by the State 
Department of Education in New Hamp 
shire. This delightful document gives, in 
easy and informative style, some of the 
latest concepts in regard to good super-

' Ibid. p . 52.

visory practices. Profusely illustrated 
with sprightly sketches, the document 
delineates: the nature of supervision; the 
problems of personnel development; cur 
riculum development and leadership re 
sponsibilities; working with teachers, 
substitutes, and other instructional per 
sonnel; an understanding of the multi 
tudinous and conflicting expectancies for 
the supervisor; and closes with a short 
but well directed bibliography.

This document should be very useful 
for persons beginning supervisory duties, 
and, as well, may be found useful as a 
refresher for those who have been in 
volved in supervisory responsibilities for 
some time. The publication is a result of 
a workshop of teachers, coordinators, 
consultants, and principals with respon 
sibilities in the elementary school.

Curriculum Office, Providence Public 
Schools. A Syllabus for Art Education
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in the Elementary Schools. Providence,
Rhode Island: Department of Public
Schools, 1961. 51 p. $2.50
One would expect an art course of 

study to depart from the usual so, much 
can be said for this publication. It has 
verve and imagination in its format. The 
reader notes instantly that this is a cur 
riculum guide which does not follow the 
general organization of subjects and 
grade levels. The bulletin does not place 
great stress on grade sequence in the in 
troduction of artistic experiences that is 
to say, the major portion of the book con 
cerns itself with major art concepts and 
their usefulness in the learning program.

This curriculum guide proceeds to de 
velop understanding of many media and 
forms of artistic expression, such as paint 
ing and drawing, color, lettering, model 
ing, constructing, abstract and nonobjec- 
tive design, techniques in making a 
mural, and charts.

Suggested activities for special groups 
are listed along with appendices listing 
audio-visual materials, art supplies, and 
art terminology which will be useful for 
the guidance of the teacher. In addition, 
a very excellent and well chosen short 
bibliography for the inexperienced 
teacher of art is included. It should be 
noted that the teacher is not left exclu-
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Teaching materials by Judy can 
help the teacher to get the most out 
of every moment, stimulate the 
child's interest and creativity by 
providing the challenge to DO!

THE RESULT: The teacher's 
job becomes easier, more efficient, 
more satisfying, as the child's ac 
complishments grow.
Write for our catalog . . . see the sim 
plicity, versatility, durability and econ 
omy of leaching materials by JUDY.

Teaching Aids
THE JUDY COMPANY 310 N. 2ND ST. 
DEPT. tt-4 MINNEAPOLIS 1, MINN.

sively to her own devices because certain 
art experiences and styles are indicated 
for various grade levels within the frame 
work of different media.

Bureau of Curriculum Research. Curricu 
lum Centers and Library Resources for 
Curriculum Workers in New fork City. 
New York: Board of Education of the 
City of New York, 1961. 62 p. 50«t 
Those new to teaching in any commu 

nity will instantly see the value of such a 
publication as has been produced for 
New York City teachers. Other cities will 
not have the same resources or the same 
amount of resources as is indicated in this 
publication; however, such a resource 
list is important for all school systems. 
This guide shows those services offered 
by the curriculum centers in the school 
system, those resources available in com 
munity agencies and organizations, the 
resources of public libraries and teacher-

training institutions, and other library 
facilities established by the school board.

The implication is loud and clear that 
the resourceful teacher is expected to use 
many approaches to instruction and that 
adequate learning resources have either 
been provided by the school system or 
are available within the community.

 CURTIS P. RAMSEY, D irector, Learn 
ing Resources Center, George Peabody 
College for Teachers, Nashville, Tenn.

Interactive Spirit
(Continued from page 444)

the creative person sees himself as inter 
acting in all of life's relationships as he 
looks upon himself as continually trans 
forming the relationships in which he 
finds himself. When he is teaching, he is 
sensing his own spirit in action continu 
ally. He cannot fail, because of his 
honest concern about the processes of his 
interaction with his pupils, to inspire in 
some of them this same honest and in 
tense desire for their own creative learn 
ing through discovery in their art works. 
Success in teacher training, from all that 
research shows in art, seems to be 
largely dependent on the discovery of 
this interactive spirit.
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