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The NKA l«M)k on professional nego 
tiation is a historial. legalistic, and 
somewhat of a "how to do it" prcscrip- 
tion about negotiations between 
teachers and boards of education. Ob 
viously timely and useful to those 
teachers closely identified witli the bar 
gaining process, Professional \eijotia- 
tinnx should be informative to the. en 
tire profession. The authors, however, 
enter, travel and leave the compara 
tively new world of negotiations with 
probably more ease than present reali 
ties suggest.

For those who have had experience 
in negotiations, the book reads almost

too well. One rapidly gets the feeling 
that a more critical analysis of difficul 
ties and potential divisiveness within 
the profession would enhance its con 
tribution to the profcssionalization of 
the persons in education.

Kor example, in the chapter on the 
role of the superintendent in negotia 
tions, the authors suggest the possibility 
that the superintendent may he asked 
to negotiate for the board of education. 
This exploration concludes abruptly by 
rejecting the idea in favor of the 
superintendent's acting as a resource 
person to the teachers and to the board. 
Some boards of education have insisted 
that the superintendent and others he 
might choose (curriculum workers, 
principals, etc. I sit with the bargaining 
team.

Other boards, if not directly involv 
ing the administration, have made it 
sufficiently clear what the administra 
tive position is. In either case the path 
to cooperative curriculum development 
activities can become extremely rocky 
when teachers and administrators sit on 
opposite sides of the bargaining table. 
Suggestions to teacher organizations
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and curriculum workers on ways to re 
move stumbling blocks would have been 
helpful.

Probably the most disagreeable posi 
tion in the text is the interpretation of 
the negotiable item "working condi 
tions" to mean all aspects of the in 
structional program. To negotiate re 
leased time for in-service education 
would seem plausible and desirable; to 
negotiate whether or not to use a par 
ticular commercial instructional tool in 
the classroom seems unacceptable.

Professional Negotiation should be 
read by curriculum workers. Vollmer 
and Mills' anthology entitled Profes- 
sionalization should also be read but 
for a different reason.

Professionalization presents excerpts 
on the process of professionalization 
from many professions, including teach 

ing. Contributions from law, medicine, 
social work, engineering, and others 
raise some critical questions about the 
process of becoming professionalized. 
Reading Professionalization, along with 
Professional Negotiation with a de 
liberate attempt to test implications of 
professional negotiations against the 
professionalization process in other pro 
fessions would seem to be a very helpful 
procedure.

Professionalization i s not an easy 
book, and it no doubt is directed to 
the student of professionalization. One 
cannot resist, however, keeping it close 
at hand as the process of professional 
negotiation in education is studied. 
Introductory and concluding statements 
inserted at critical points throughout 
the text by the editors are very helpful 
in the reading of the material.

READING DIFFICULTIES: Their Diagnosis and Correction, 2nd Ed.
GUY L. BOND and MILES A. TINKER, both formerly of the University of Minnesota 

This text, completely updated with respect to recent research, new ideas, and new 
tests and materials, covers all aspects and levels of reading disability. Fundamental 
principles of reading instruction, the nature of reading growth and adjustment of 
instruction to individual differences, and the diagnosis and treatment of reading 
difficulties and special problems are dealt with in a clear and thorough manner.

564 pp., tilus., $6.50

PERSPECTIVES ON EDUCATIONAL CHANGE
Edited by RICHARD I. MILLER, University of Kentucky

A distinguished group o^ authors, writing specifically for this book, explore a major 
educational concern—the problem and process of change. Innovation processes on 
both elementary and secondary levels are covered from the perspective of concrete 
case studies as well as general curriculum theory. 395 pp., paper $3.95 (tent.)

GUIDING DISCOVERY IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MATHEMATICS
c. ALAN RIEDESEL, The Pennsylvania State University

Stressing effective teaching methods, this work emphasizes field-tested classroom situa 
tions showing guided discovery approach in action. Probability and statistics, algebra, 
geometry, and logic are treated, as well as the concept of "set" as a means of devel 
oping ideas. 480 pp., illus., $7.50 (tent.)

Diiisitin nf Mere.lilh Publishing Company

440 Park Avenue South, New York 10016
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It is clear that professional negotia 
tions, where they exist, are having a 
profound effect on the welfare of 
teachers and local decision-making 
processes. Certainly this "new power" 
will bring overdue salary increases and 
will place the teacher organizations in 
a more critical position in the decision- 
making process. Equally clear, how 
ever, is the need for the profession to 
define and solve many problems ema 
nating from a concept which forces 
teachers and administrators to bargain 
from different sides of the table. ««£i

Background for Choice-Making in 
Secondary Education. Fred T. Wil- 
helnis. Washington, D.C.: National 
Association of Secondary-School Prin 
cipals, 1966. 74 p. $2.00.

Reviewed by RAVMON'D ,1. SIMPSON, 
Professor of Education and Chairman, 
Department of Secondary Education, 
San Francisco State College, San Fran 
cisco, California.

Fred Wilhelms' Background for 
Choice-Making in Secondary Educa 
tion i s a slender volume which makes 
one of the more significant educational 
statements of our time. The writer 
drives at twin questions with more than 
an ordinary kind of success: "What arc 
the fundamental problems that must be 
solved?" and "Where do the great 
opportunities lie?" The book has been 
prepared as a guide to determining the 
angle of approach for the recently es 
tablished National Committee on 
Secondary Education of the National 
Association of Secondary-School Prin 
cipals. To this reviewer the statement 
is deserving of a much larger audience 
and a wider range of purposes.

It is generally recognized that sec 
ondary schools are facing a series of 
new and acute problems that go far 
beyond the traditions and experience 
of many school men and women. Too 
frequently the existence of the problem 
alone has been the major diagnostic tool 
used in determining the most immediate 
educational ill and a major premise 
underlying the particular panacean 
prescription which is hawked in the 
educational market place.

Fred Wilhelms accepts the same 
challenge but concentrates on thought 
ful diagnosis and the delineation of 
issues as the essential, logical antece 
dents of educational decision making. 
He provides us with a much needed 
definition of the problem which is re 
freshingly devoid of the fingcrpointing 
and scapegoating which seem to be the 
raison d'etre of some current "reform" 
proposals.

The first section of this book traces 
the development of educational thought 
during the past three decades as ex 
pressed through the works of major 
national commissions, committees and 
legal actions. Again, Dr. Wilhelms 
avoids the not-so-obvious snare which 
seems to seduce some of his contem 
poraries; he is careful to separate his 
tory from issue and reason. Knowing 
the problems that persisted in men's 
minds during the thirty year period 
becomes at least as important as know 
ing what men thought it wise to try. 
Although brief, the section provides a 
new and highly useful perspective of 
the elements of diagnosis which accom 
panied the prescriptive acts of the 
'thirties and 'forties and which fore 
cast the "agonizing reappraisal" of the 
'fifties and 'sixties. The result is a new
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emphasis upon the great and funda 
mental conflicts which persist to the 
present, often disguised by extended 
and fruitless argument over instruc 
tional method and content.

It is in the second and final section 
that the work becomes an especially 
significant statement for the develop 
ment of future curricula and programs. 
In essence, Dr. Wilhelms is suggesting 
that the more important concerns of 
secondary education arc personal rather 
than technical. He argues that we ". . . 
live ... in a milieu characterized not 
merely by swift movement but even 
more by unsureness, openness, and dan 
ger . . ." and that "it may well take a 
special kind of integrity and nerve to 
live with pervasive ambiguity."

Rather than short-term solutions, 
Dr. Wilhelms suggests that we can hope 
for curricula carefully designed to meet 
the holistic needs of individuals and of 
society from a baseline of our accumu 
lated knowledge regarding human be 
havior and an abundantly rich and 
readily accessible storehouse of subject 
matter. It is Wilhelms' contention that 
education, particularly secondary edu 
cation, can break through the conven 
tional methods of solving educational 
and eurricular problems which have 
proven relatively unworkable only by 
focusing on the real content of educa 
tion: the students who walk into class 
rooms.

"The shining fact," he writes, "is that 
human potential in every desirable 
dimension is far greater than is com 
monly supposed, and far more respon 
sive to purposeful development."

If one measures the worth of a book 
by the related ideas fomented in the 
mind of the reader, then Background

APPROVED AND USED
IN COLLEGES AND

UNIVERSITIES THROUGHOUT
THE COUNTRY

WEBSTER'S 
NEW WORLD 
DICTIONARY

Here is what educators say about

WEBSTER'S 
NEW WORLD DICTIONARY

Professor Frank Oavidson:
"Excellent for student needs; I know 
of none better."

Professor Eugene M. Waith:
". . . comparing it with competing col 
lege dictionaries, I am so favorably im 
pressed by the arrangement, the fullness 
and clarity of the definitions, the extent 
of the sections of synonyms . . ."

HERE IS WHY THEY SAY IT ...

  Easy to use
  Clear pronunciation symbols
  Full and complete etymologies
  Full, clear definitions
  Abundant usage labels and examples
  Discriminative synonymies
  Continually revised and up-dated

142,000 entries • 3100 terms illustrated • 130 
spot maps • 7760 pages

$6.95 Thumb Indexed, $5.95 Plain

THE WORLD PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Cleveland and New York
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for Choice-Making, in the reaction of 
this reviewer and of his colleagues, may 
well be one of the most stimulating 
statements about secondary education 
of our time. Another indication of our 
response is found in the number of 
kinds of people, both professional and 
"interested lay public," to whom we 
are recommending the book.

For this latter purpose, three practi 
cal suggestions seem appropriate. First, 
the book warrants a title and a physical 
attractiveness which will command the 
attention of the audiences who should 
read the book. Second, the book should 
be given over to commercial and pro 
fessional publishers so that the general 
public might learn what is "happening" 
in education. Third, the name of Fred 
T. Wilhelms should appear as author 
or as the creator of the spirit which 
makes Background for Choice-Making 
more than simply another education 
statement. ««§

The Professional Education of 
Teachers: A Perceptual View of 
Teacher Preparation. Arthur W. 
Combs. Boston: Allyn and Racon. Inc.. 
1.965.

Reviewed by JACK R. FHYMIEH, Pro 
fessor of Education, The Ohio State 
University, Columbus.

Some people say that Arthur Combs 
is "locked in the open position." That 
may be true. The Professional Educa 
tion of Teachers: A Perceptual View of 
Teacher Preparation reflects something 
of that idea, to be sure. Whereas his ear 
lier book with Donald Snygg ( Individ 
ual Behavior) is a classic theoretical 
description o f perceptual psychology, 
The Professional Education of Teachers

is much more prescriptive in both sub 
stance and form. This reader is not dis 
turbed by that, however, and wonders 
why some believe a man must always 
assume the same posture when he takes 
pen in hand.

The impact of Combs upon American 
education has been extremely signifi 
cant in recent years. Who else has done 
more to encourage educators to focus 
their attention upon children's self-con 
cept and to understand behavior from 
the behaver's point of view? \Vho else 
has been so articulate and forceful in 
refocusing education upon the human 
factors which are involved?

If Combs has shown his biases and 
his commitments about teacher educa 
tion, this reader can only say: "Well 
done!" Teacher education is a kind of 
ghetto in most American universities 
today. Beleaguered by critics, inun 
dated by more students than other 
areas, short-changed by legislators and 
sneered at by their fellow university 
 professors, most teacher educators have 
withdrawn into a psychological shell 
and advocated more and more of the 
same old thing as far as program goes. 
Interestingly, their behavior is readily 
explainable, from a perceptual point ol 
ricu\ However, the fact of the matter 
is, few innovations in teacher education 
have been forthcoming in recent years. 
Adding courses in subject matter, drop 
ping courses in methodology, and play 
ing a quiescent role is about all most 
teacher educators have been able to do.

Combs' book outlines a radical new 
proposal. He suggests that we under 
take programs to help prospective 
teachers become better people, i n the 
best psychological sense of the term. 
"Without programs to develop people,
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we cannot have people to develop pro 
grams," the book seems to say. For in 
stance, "teacher educators must be 
deeply concerned about the kinds of 
self-concepts teachers in training are 
developing" (p. 22).

The real power of Combs' thesis, 
however, lies in the distinction which 
he makes between scholars and profes 
sional practitioners.

The education of the scholar is essentially 
directed toward content: the acquisition, 
organization, and understanding of infor 
mation. The goal of the practitioner is the 
effective use of knowledge. For the scholar, 
content is crucial. For the practitioner, 
application is the heart of the task. . . . 
The responsibility of the teacher-education 
program is the development of professional 
workers, persons who can be counted upon 
to act upon knowledge as well as to have 
it (p. 25-26).

Toward this end Combs proposes that 
"teacher education must be an intensely 
human process designed to involve the 
student deeply and personally" (p. 281. 
Specifically, he suggests that an effec 
tive teacher education program should 
help the prospective teacher become 
well informed, become an accurate per- 
ceiver of others, develop a positive con 
cept of self as a professional person, 
become an accurate perceiver of educa 
tional purposes and how learning occurs, 
and discover personal methods which 
will enable him to realize educational 
ends.

Teacher educators who attempt to 
implement such ideas will probably be 
less concerned about their own pro 
gram's "academic respectability" than 
they will about its effectiveness. They 
will undoubtedly be less interested in 
the number of graduates they produce

CHILTON 
BOOKS

provide materials, methods, 
and teacher education for 
foreign language instruction 
at all levels. Write for free 
Catalog and Handbook to:

Center for 
Curriculum Development

in Audio-Visual 
Language-Teaching
401 WALNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA. PA. 19106

than in the kinds of people that com 
plete the program. Further, they will 
be less concerned with the number of 
credit hours their students take than 
with the kind and intensity of personal 
involvement they are able to create be 
tween students and staff.

Combs' book does "hoe a row." But 
it is a new and different row that surely 
needs to be hoed. As an hypothesis 
about how to educate prospective teach 
ers, this book is a unique and exciting 
alternative to the conventional pro 
grams which now abound. Members of 
any teacher education faculty who 
seriously consider the possibility of 
attempting such a program will find 
themselves asking different kinds of 
questions than they have ever asked 
before. This reader feels those questions 
must be posed. ««§
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