
Innovations in Education

Developing an Instructional Materials Center 

in the Mount Royal School

CAN a multi-media approach 
to instruction make learning more of 
an adventure to the child? It has done 
so at the Mount Royal Elementary 
School in the inner city, Baltimore, 
Maryland, where the library is a dem 
onstration center for the Knapp School 
Libraries Project.

"This has been a rich experience for 
my class and for myself," said a teacher 
when asked to describe the difference 
the project has made. "I believe the 
children changed their thinking about 
a library greatly. They now feel this is 
a place for information and pleasure  
not just a place where books are kept."

Another said, "My children of short 
attention span learn and retain more 
through audio-visual aids. The phonics 
records and filmstrips have been most 
helpful."

"The new materials are a source of 
inspiration and practical help. A wel 
come change of presentation to the 
child," chimed in a third.

"I thoroughly appreciate the many 
services that the Knapp Project has of 
fered thus far," commented another
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teacher. "The different kinds of mate 
rials provided aid the teacher in keep 
ing an interesting and varied program 
of learning in the classroom. Through 
the use of these audio-visual aids, the 
children seem to have a greater oppor 
tunity to become directly involved in 
the actual lesson."

Before the Knapp grant was received, 
the Mt. Royal School library contained 
3,500 books and 48 filmstrips for a 
school population of 750 children. No 
other print, nonprint or audio-visual 
materials of any type circulated.

A survey of the faculty showed that 
most teachers never used much audio 
visual equipment. Although extensive 
equipment was available from a city- 
wide instructional materials center, the 
necessity of ordering in advance seemed 
to discourage its use.

Total equipment available in the Mt. 
Royal School for twenty-six teachers 
consisted of two motion picture projec 
tors, one tape recorder, three filmstrip 
projectors, one opaque projector, and 
several small record players, but none 
with a jack outlet for listening.
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Expanding Resources

After becoming an instructional ma 
terials center, however, the Mt. Royal 
library rapidly expanded all its re 
sources. First, audio-visual equipment 
was acquired through the Knapp Proj 
ect funds for exclusive library use. It in 
cluded standard rear-view and individ 
ual filmstrip projectors, an overhead 
projector, a record player with a jack 
outlet, a tape recorder, three sets of lis 
tening posts and earphones, an 8mm 
loop cartridge motion picture projector, 
a transparency maker, and a dry mount 
press.

Similar equipment was obtained for 
classroom use; it was kept in a central 
storage room and distributed to class 
rooms by the custodians whenever 
teachers requested it.

The field worker from Towson State 
College organized after-school work 
shops for the members of the faculty 
to acquaint them with the machines and 
instruct them in their use. These all- 
school workshops were followed by 
small group sessions. Afterward, indi 
vidual work periods were arranged for 
those teachers desiring additional in 
struction. In some instances, teachers 
requested help when they began using 
the new equipment in the classroom.

Librarians selected material to be 
used with the additional equipment. 
Filmstrips were obtained which dealt 
with major areas of the curriculum. As 
these began to arrive in numbers, they 
were displayed after school for a week 
and previewed by the teachers, who 
were encouraged to look at them in 
their spare time.

A prerecorded tape collection was 
started. Programs were obtained from

two FREE publications 
on new manipulative 
learning aids
—developed by The Learning Center

The Learning Center of Princeton. N. J., has 
helped over 1500 school systems add the 
"missing dimension" of motor-sensory experi 
ence through programmed manipulative* to 
their K through 8 curriculum. Send for free 
catalog of conveniently packaged "desk-top 
laboratories," for modem mathematics, geog 
raphy and elementary science programs.

Also free: Language 
Development catalog 
describing first organ 
ized multi-media pro 
gram for the systematic 
teaching of perception 
and reading for chil 
dren in the pre-primary 
and early grades.

These innovative 
systems for learning 
are available now and 
qualify for purchase 
under ESEA. NDEA and 
OEO programs.

THE LEARNING CENTER, D«pt. 106
Princeton, New Jersey 08540
Please send me your two free illustrated
catalogs.

Name____________________________

School or Affiliation.

Address-

Clty- _State- -Zip-

he Learning Center waft founded by 
Creative Playthings. Inc.. in 1961
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tape libraries sponsored by the Univer 
sity of Michigan, the University of 
Minnesota, the Oregon State Depart 
ment of Education, the NEA Tape Re 
pository and World Tapes for Educa 
tion. Most of the 220 taped programs 
received were originally broadcast over 
educational networks and then made 
available to schools at no charge except 
for a small copying fee. These included 
dramatizations of stories such as Goldi 
locks, Rumpelstiltskin, Charlotte's Web, 
and Homer Price, biographical drama 
tizations from the lives of Abraham 
Lincoln, George Washington Carver, 
Thomas Edison, Marian Anderson, 
Christopher Columbus, and Florence 
Nightingale, and field trips through a 
steel mill, a logging camp, and a large 
city. The tapes are as popular with 
teachers and librarians as they are with 
the children. They are used extensively 
both in the library and in the classroom, 
frequently with listening posts.

A phonograph record collection was 
compiled using a well-known series of 
historical biographical records and 
many others recommended by the Na 
tional Council of Teachers of English. 
Stories by John Ciardi, Maurice Evans, 
Boris Karloff, and Carol Channing 
seemed to delight all age groups. A 
commercially produced series of record 
ed phonics lessons was also added to 
the collection.

Because of the expense, it was de 
cided not to purchase commercial trans 
parencies for the overhead projector. 
Instead, children were encouraged to 
make their own, using secondhand x-ray 
film available at a few cents a sheet. 
Several sets of drawings and diagrams 
for use with machine-made transparen 
cies were ordered from a leading manu-

Don't Waste i ltla!
Don't waste the superior language arts 
abilities that i|t|a-taught children bring 
to the second grade. Most of these 
children:

  read fluently and widely in the 
regular alphabet

  spell accurately and easily

  write creatively and profusely

  work independently and efficiently

Above all don't waste their unusual 
eagerness, inquisitiveness, and motiva 
tion.

CAPITALIZE ON IT!
Give the i|t|a graduate the stimulating 
materials in the regular alphabet that he 
deserves. Growing With Language, by 
Tanyzer and Mazurkiewicz, was espe 
cially developed to take advantage of 
the unique capabilities of these children. 
Skill-and-perception workbooks, books, 
and related teaching aids are designed 
to increase knowledge, encourage ex 
ploration, and widen perception.

Don't waste a minute! Write for detailed 
information on all Growing With Lan 
guage materials.

INITIAL TEACHING ALPHABET 
PUBLICATIONS, INC.

20 East 46 Street. New York, N.Y. 10017
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faeturer. One of the librarians made 
transparencies from these for the file.

Half a dozen 8mm loop cartridge 
films were purchased for experimental 
purposes, but it was soon agreed that 
even better films of this type could be 
made in the Mt. Royal School and the 
nearby community. Since the school is 
in an urban renewal area, many un 
usual opportunities exist for making 
educational films. Plans were made to 
develop films using these resources.

A vertical file collection was soon 
built up using as on<- resource the avail 
able catalogs of free and inexpensive 
materials at Towson State College. The 
field worker sent more than 1,000 let 
ters to business organizations through 
out the United States and abroad. The 
response to this request was so great 
that two filing cabinets were soon filled 
with materials.

Business groups also sent posters and 
charts, and within a few months a large 
collection of more than one hundred 
items was available to librarians and 
teachers.

A picture collection was assembled 
in the library. Some pictures were ob 
tained free of charge, while several 
series of large picture sets were pur 
chased from leading companies. The 
dry-mount press was used to mount 
those pictures which could be damaged 
by extensive use.

A map collection, consisting primarily 
of road maps, was also started. This 
grew as the librarians and teachers in 
the Mt. Royal School took trips and 
then donated their maps to the library.

The dramatic build-up of materials 
apparently stimulated fresh interest in 
audio-visual aids. In a survey made at 
the end of the project's first vear, a

majority of teachers in the Mt. Royal 
School stated in a questionnaire that 
more filmstrip and motion picture pro 
jectors, record players and tape re 
corders were needed for classroom use. 
Not only was additional equipment de 
sired, but the teachers were nearly 
unanimous in requesting extra material 
for use with these aids, such as film- 
strips, pictures, teaching records, slides, 
prerecorded tapes, and transparencies.

Additional materials, both auditory 
and visual, were requested in primary 
and intermediate literature, biography, 
poetry, science, music, and arithmetic.

During the following year, these re 
sources were added to the library col 
lection. For the most part, Mt. Royal 
teachers have made extensive use of the 
new equipment and materials in the 
school. Surveys indicate that the use of 
some of the equipment has increased 
by more than five hundred percent 
within a short period of time, often less 
than half a year.

Most schools, especially ones in the 
inner city, could benefit by a program 
similar to the Knapp Project, in which 
the emphasis is on curriculum enrich 
ment through the use of a wide variety 
of materials.

A multi-media approach does make 
learning an exciting adventure and 
stimulates thinking by opening many 
new avenues to obtain information. The 
program at the Mt. Royal School, 
through the impetus provided by the 
Knapp School Libraries Project, has 
made an impact on education.

 WALTER W. WILLIAMSON, Field 
Worker, Knapp School Libraries Proj 
ect, Towson State College, Baltimore, 
Maryland.
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