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ALEXANDER FRAZIER*

THE Los Angeles, 
California, Public Schools, as 
approved by its board this past 
summer, is initiating area in 
structional planning centers. 
Such decentralization will 
make it possible to increase 
the district's responsiveness in 
meeting needs of local sub- 
communities; establish new 
branch offices of the personnel 
division in East and South Cen 
tral Los Angeles; create a new 
post in the Instructional Plan 
ning Branch to supervise bi 
lingual programs and the 
teaching of English as a sec 
ond language; and set up 
four new positions in the pub 
lic information office to work 
in specific areas of the district.

Portable Swimming Pools

Swimming lessons of 
fered this past summer for 
secondary school pupils in Los 
Angeles used portable swim 
ming pools where other facili 
ties were not available.

Remedial Reading 
for Content Teachers

A two-week workshop in 
Los Angeles was attended by 
150 secondary school teachers 
from all subject fields to learn 
how to provide remedial read 

ing instruction in their own 
classrooms.

Reduction in 
Required Courses

New legislation in Cali 
fornia reduces state-required 
courses from 26 in the elemen 
tary schools to 6 (the fields of 
English, mathematics, social 
sciences, science, fine arts, and 
health and physical educa 
tion) and from 23 to 9 in the 
secondary schools (English, so 
cial sciences, foreign language, 
physical education, science, 
mathematics, fine arts, applied 
arts, and driver education).

Learning from Each Other

Peggy Powell and Carol 
Hughes taught together at 
Pueblo Gardens School last 
year in Tucson, Arizona. They 
had 50 first-graders between 
them. Reviewing their experi 
ence in the district's newslet 
ter, the teachers remark on 
"an unexpected outcome" as 
follows:

We have learned many 
things from each other and have 
become a little more conscien 
tious about doing a better job 
than we might if we were alone 
in the class with the children. 
Also, the demands of teaching 
don't seem to be quite as burden 
some at times and we seem to

have more energy, which encour 
ages us to try things together 
that one teacher would probably 
not attempt. As we have worked, 
planned, discussed, and solved 
problems together, we have ex 
perienced one of the most inter 
esting and delightful years in our 
careers.

Vocational Educational Needs 
in Oregon

A recent report of the 
State Advisory Council for Vo 
cational Education in Oregon 
makes these recommendations, 
which have been transmitted 
to the State Board of Educa 
tion:

Exploration of the world of 
work and development of desir 
able work attitudes by all stu 
dents during elementary and 
junior high years.

Broadly based secondary 
occupational preparatory pro 
grams accessible to all students 
and enrolling at least 60 percent 
of students in grades 11 and 12 
by 1975.

Specialized post-secondary 
occupational preparation avail 
able to all youth and adults, en 
rolling at least 45,000 students 
by 1975.

A three-fold increase by 
1975 in the upgrading and re 
training of adult workers in all 
occupational areas.

Copies of the Council's 
report may be ordered from the
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Division of Community Col 
leges and Vocational Educa 
tion, State Department of Edu 
cation, 305 Public Service 
Building, Salem 97310.

Humanities Program 
in Richmond

The high schools of Rich 
mond, Virginia, are developing 
a variety of approaches in 
their humanities program. At 
Armstrong, tenth-graders are 
enrolled in a course called 
"Man, the Center of Thought 
and Inquiry," in which four 
themes are studied: "Man and 
the Universe," "Man and 
Truth," "Man's Search for 
Identity," and "Man in Con 
flict." The teaching team in 
cludes representatives of Eng 
lish, history, art, music, and 
physical education.

Thomas Jefferson has 
two classes of seniors working 
with an English teacher as 
sisted by a teacher of music. 
Common "creative impulses 
and techniques" in literature, 
music, and art are studied with 
reference both to themes and 
history.

"Nineteenth Century Man 
Expresses Himself" is the title 
of a course at John Marshall 
High School, where a music 
teacher directs a team of Eng 
lish, art, and history teachers 
to help students compare the 
work of writers, artists, and 
musicians of the Romantic era.

At George Wythe, the 
total English program, grades 
9-12, has been reoriented to 
ward the humanities.

New Courses
at Shaker Heights

New high school courses 
being offered this year at 
Shaker Heights, Ohio, include

a third-year art workshop, sec 
ond-year Greek, intensive Latin, 
home arts for college-bound 
students, advanced placement 
modern European history, Afri 
can-Latin American history in 
two single semesters, and in 
troduction to business. New 
summer school courses will be 
given in the American presi 
dency and psychology.

Enlargement of
Library Goals and Spare

Shaker Heights has en 
larged most of its elementary 
school libraries to encompass 
both more materials, especially 
multi-media, and more use. 
Children are being taught to 
locate and use audio-visual ma 
terials as well as books.

New Science Curriculum 
in Tacoma

The Earth Science Cur 
riculum Project, under test 
during the past three years in 
Tacoma, Washington, has now 
been officially adopted by the 
Tacoma Public Schools and 
will be instituted in all junior 
highs this year and next. As 
funds become available, the 
laboratory facilities in all the 
schools are being re-equipped 
to provide for a strengthened 
grade 7-9 science program.

Hagerstown 
Curriculum Planning

At a series of meetings 
held last spring, teachers of 
the Washington County Pub 
lic Schools, Hagerstown, Mary 
land, identified many problems 
on which they felt further 
study would be in order. The 
elementary staff concerns, as 
summarized by Alva Temple, 
director of elementary educa 

tion, focused on adequacy of 
physical facilities, need for 
special services for children, 
better use of television pro 
grams, and in-service educa 
tion. Secondary teachers, ac 
cording to the summary of 
their discussions made by 
Richard Whisner, director of 
secondary education, stressed 
need for better in-service edu 
cation, more communication 
and greater teacher involve 
ment, better sense of long- 
range goals of the district, job 
identification, and use of tele 
vision (reported in Washing 
ton County Education News, 
June 1968).

New School Organization 
in Hagerstown

The Washington County 
schools are moving toward the 
middle school organization to 
be comprised of grades 6-8. 
One such facility was opened 
this year as an adjunct to the 
Hancock High School, with use 
of the same central facilities 
(library, cafeteria, and the 
like). At Hancock, the ele 
mentary school has been re 
organized into a primary 
schopl (K-2) and an inter 
mediate school (3-5).

Campaign for
Volunteer Resource Persons

One thousand volunteer 
resource persons are being 
sought by the Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Public Schools to add their tal 
ents to the curriculum mix. 
Categories of persons needed 
include: special talents (art, 
music, dance, acting, writing), 
professional or vocational spe 
cialists, hobby and collecting 
enthusiasts, wide travelers, 
persons with specialized knowl 
edge of ethnic groups, and rep 
resentatives of government
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fields. Resource persons will 
be listed in a master file, copies 
of which will be distributed to 
all schools. No resource per 
son will be asked to make more 
than five classroom visits.

Workshop in 
Individualized Instruction

A workshop on individ 
ualized instruction was offered 
this past summer at the Uni 
versity of California, Los An 
geles to help participants deal 
with these topics: problems 
of individualizing instruction 
(classroom management, eval 
uation, and records), individ 
ualizing in selected curriculum 
areas (reading, social studies, 
language arts, mathematics, 
and science), and individual 
izing tactics and strategies (in 
dependent study, team teach 
ing, machines and materials, 
inquiry and problem solving, 
continuous progress, and non- 
grading).

Microfiche from IDEA

Two collections of micro 
fiche materials are now avail 
able from the Institute for De 
velopment of Educational Ac 
tivities (Suite 950, 1100 Glen- 
don Avenue, Los Angeles, 
California 90024). Collection 
I consists of 198 titles on 
change, nongrading, individ- 
ualization of instruction, team 
teaching, and the like. Collec 
tion II presents 242 items on 
social studies, early and ele 
mentary education, evaluation, 
program improvement, and ur 
ban education.

Have You Seen?

First-Line Supervision in 
the Public Schools by Geraldine 
Evans (Special Monograph

Number 3, Educational Re 
search and Development Coun 
cil of the Twin Cities Metro 
politan Area; published by the 
Interstate Printers and Pub 
lishers, Danville, Illinois). Re 
view of role of principal in 
supervision.

New Directions in Teach 
ing ( Department of Education, 
Bowling Green State Univer 
sity, Bowling Green, Ohio 
43402). A new "non-journal" 
on the improvement of under 
graduate teaching.

Motivation ( Department 
of Elementary-Kindergarten- 
Nursery Education, NEA). 
Statements by Bernard Spodek, 
H. Gerthon Morgan, and Har 
old G. Shane.

Humanizing the City by 
Marion O. Robinson (Public 
Affairs Pamphlet No. 417, 381 
Park Avenue South, New York 
10018). A 28-page study pam 
phlet.

American History Trans 
parencies ( Civic Education 
Service. 1733 K Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20006). Sets 
of transparencies on 16 unit 
topics.

Metropolitan District 
Proposed

The St. Louis Board of 
Education has proposed to the 
Missouri School District Reor 
ganization Commission, newly 
appointed by the governor, 
that the 26 districts of the city 
and surrounding county be re 
duced to 10 and that a Metro 
politan Board of Education be 
established with power to levy 
a uniform tax rate for the en 
tire area. The 10 local districts 
would retain maximum con 
trol of budget and administra 
tion. The Metropolitan District 
would supply various services 
to the district as well as gather 
revenue.

Vocabulary Building Project

Vocabulary development 
kits for use by pupils from 
grades 4 to 9 have been pre 
pared (and copyrighted) by 
the St. Louis, Missouri, Public 
Schools.

Vocational Training 
for Retarded

This year, with the re 
moval of eighth-grade home 
economics and industrial arts 
programs to the ninth grade in 
high school, St. Louis will use 
vacated space to provide voca 
tional training for 950 older, 
mentally retarded children in 
the elementary school facili 
ties.

Self-Selected Study 
Environment

The senior high school in 
Edgerton, Wisconsin, is trying 
out three options for choice of 
where to study in the school: 
(a) a "restrictive" study hall, 
where the atmosphere is main 
tained for quiet study; (b) the 
library, where informality of 
movement and choice of mate 
rials are appropriate; and (c) a 
commons area, in which stu 
dents are mostly on their own 
and where refreshments are 
available.

Summer Enrichment Program 
at Madison

The enrichment oppor 
tunities offered this past sum 
mer for high school students 
of the Madison, Wisconsin, 
Public Schools, included de 
velopmental as well as reme 
dial reading, French review, 
Spanish review, personal typ 
ing, studio art with emphasis 
on painting, arts and crafts, 
and field biology.

For the second summer a 
two-week French day camp
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was offered for students of 
French who had finished the 
eighth grade. Outdoor activi 
ties were stressed as well as 
the use of the language.

Reorientation
to Urban Agriculture

The agriculture education 
program of the Metropolitan 
Nashville-Davidson County, 
Tennessee, schools has been 
reoriented from farm produc 
tion to agriculture-related or 
agri-business areas that sup 
port the urban community. 
Typical of the changes taking 
place are studies in green 
house management and flori 
culture, turf management (golf 
courses), and landscaping.

Instructional Innovation 
in Illinois

Issued by the Illinois 
ASCD in cooperation with the 
Illinois State Department of 
Public Instruction, Instruc 
tional Innovation in Illinois: 
1968 provides page-length ab 
stracts of 124 selected innova 
tive programs or practices cov 
ering a range of organizational 
problems and curricular fields 
(available from State Depart 
ment, Springfield, Illinois).

New Superintendent 
in Pittsburgh

Sidney P. Marland, super- 
perintendent of the Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, Public Schools 
for the past five years, has be 
come president of the Institute 
for Educational Development 
in New York City. His succes 
sor is Bernard J. McCormick, 
veteran of 37 years in Pitts 
burgh and most recently dep 
uty superintendent under Dr. 
Marland.

Computer Courses 
in Albuquerque

All eight high schools in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, are 
offering this year courses in 
data processing and computer 
mathematics..

Indian Education Project

A special tutoring pro 
gram was provided for 70 In 
dian students attending the 
Albuquerque schools this past 
summer. Living in a dormi 
tory, the students had the serv 
ices of 14 teachers and coun 
selors who helped in develop 
ing language skills and dealing 
with problems of scholastic 
adjustment.

Negotiation Note

Among items proposed 
for negotiation in Metropolitan 
Nashville-Davidson County, 
Tennessee, is the employment 
of physical education teachers 
for the elementary schools.

New Courses
in Urban Education

Johns Hopkins Univer 
sity, Baltimore, Maryland, is 
offering three new courses for 
teachers through its Evening 
College urban teaching pro 
gram : "Sociological Founda 
tions of Urban Education," 
"Learning Problems of the Dis- 
advantaged," and "Current 
Trends and Practices in the 
Education of the Disadvan- 
taged."

Exhibition
on African Culture

An African exhibit pre 
pared by School 97 in Balti 
more, was on display last 
spring for two months and at 
tracted visitors from six other 
elementary schools. In addi 
tion to African realia, the ex 
hibit included books and film- 
strips useful in the study of 
Afro-American history. D
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