
NEWS NOTES

MICHIGAN'S State 
Board of Education has inaug 
urated a program for statewide 
assessment of educational 
progress. The objective of the 
program is to inform teachers, 
administrators, and citizens on 
how well students have learned 
compared to the statewide av 
erage and to students in other 
schools in similar types of com 
munities.

Other learnings found by 
schools to be important besides 
academic skills will be in 
cluded in the testing program. 
Among these learnings are de 
velopment of positive self con 
cepts, good citizenship, an ac 
tive imagination, a sense of re 
sponsibility, and willingness to 
cooperate with others.

Basic skills will be tested 
in three selected grades in 
every school district in Michi 
gan this year. By the first week 
in June, results should be avail 
able to educators and to the 
general public.

Racial Census in Michigan

Preliminary findings of 
the Michigan Department of 
Education's racial census show

a continued racial imbalance. 
In the 1968-69 school year 
there were 141 public school 
buildings which had 95 per 
cent or more Negro pupils. Yet 
almost 56 percent of Michi 
gan's public schools had no 
Negro pupils.

Of the more than 109,000 
professional staff surveyed (in 
nonpublic as well as in public 
schools), 91.6 percent were 
white, 7.6 percent were Negro 
and less than 1 percent were 
Spanish, Oriental, or American 
Indian by surname. Almost 
98 percent of the Negro pro 
fessional staff in Michigan 
worked in public schools and 
more than 96 percent of Negro 
students attended public 
schools.

Improving Learning 
in Detroit Schools

A two-volume history of 
the instructional program of 
the Detroit Public Schools has 
been published. Edited by Paul 
T. Rankin, retired first Assist 
ant Superintendent, Improving 
Learning in the Detroit Schools: 
A History of the Division for 
Improvement of Instruction

LAUREL N. TANNER * 
DANIEL TANNER

1920-1966 chronicles the first 
46 years of the administrative 
unit. Included in the work is 
a bibliography of textbooks 
used in the Detroit Public 
Schools from 1842-1900. A 
very limited number of copies 
are available. Inquiries should 
be addressed to the Depart 
ment of Publications, Schools 
Center, 5057 Woodward, De 
troit, Michigan 48202.

Students* Writings Published

Detroit students who en 
joy writing can submit their 
poems and book reviews to 
Peer, the Detroit Public Li 
brary's new literary quarterly. 
Seventeen poems and six book 
reviews written by Detroit stu 
dents in grades 9 through 12 
are featured in the first issue.

Record Recruitment

In 1963 Boston embarked 
upon a new plan for teacher 
recruitment. The report for 
1968 reveals "unprecedented 
successes." In 1968 there were 
2,129 candidates for teaching 
positions in Boston, almost 
double the 1963 total of 1,296.

* Laurel N. Tanner, Associate Professor of Education, Department of Curriculum and Instruction, 
Temple University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; and Daniel Tanner, Professor of Education, Gradu 
ate School of Education, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, New Jersey
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Five Prentice-Hall texts to help 
students of administration plan 
for better schools in the future.

EDUCATIONAL PLANNING—PROGRAMMING 
—BUDGETING: A Systems Approach by Harry J. 
Hartley, Associate Professor, New York University
Largely developed by RAND Corporation special 
ists, the planning—programming—budgeting system 
(PPBS) provides a rational, systematic way to unify 
organizational planning. In this new text Dr. Harry 
J. Hartley shows how to apply PPBS to fiscal and 
curricular planning in education. He provides clear 
definitions, procedural descriptions and educational 
applications of PPBS, and compares it to other sys 
tems concepts (such as PERT, general systems theory, 
operations analysis, input-output analysis, and others). 
The text includes extensive illustrative devices: forms, 
flow charts, curricular objectives, planning calendars, 
budget formats and systems procedures used in various 
school systems in the country. 
1968, 304 pp., 5 %" \ 8%", $8.50 (23675-3)

ORGANIZATIONAL BEHAVIOR IN SCHOOLS 
by Robert G. Owens, Coordinator of Advanced Cer 
tificate Program in Educational Administration and 
Supervision, Brooklyn College, City University of 
New York
Applies the theory of organizational behavior to the 
school system, and provides students of administra 
tion with a concise guide to recent research on the 
theory which they can use in their professional prac 
tice. The goal of the text is to give students of admin 
istration a useful working tool that will enable them to 
respond to contemporary demands for effective action, 
and to apply our knowledge of behavioral theory to 
school administration.
January 1970, 6" x 9", Approx. 272 pp., $7.50 
(64102-7)

For More Information Write Box 903 
PRENTICE-HALL
Englewood Cliffs, N.J. 07632

THE SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR AND LEARN- 
ING RESOURCES: A Handbook for Effective Action 
Ross L. Neagley, Temple University; N. Dean Evans 
and Clarence A. Lynn, both of Burlington County 
College
Newly developing technology offers significant chal 
lenges to the schools of the present and the future. 
This concise handbook provides a clear view of new 
learning resources, planning and organization for their 
adoption and use. Talking typewriters, computer- 
assisted instruction, and dial access systems have been 
added to such traditional teaching aids as textbooks 
and filmstrips.
August 1969, Approx. 208 pp., 6" x 9", $6.95 
(79235-8)

NETWORK ANALYSIS FOR EDUCATIONAL 
MANAGEMENT by H.W. Handy and K.M. Hus- 
sain, both of New Mexico State University
This text covers the use of network analysis for 
planning, scheduling and controlling activities that 
are generally supervised by educational administrators. 
An excellent aid for individuals involved with applica 
tions and management of Federal programs in schools, 
the text provides manual computer solutions to net 
work problems. No mathematical prerequisites are re 
quired to understand the material. 
May 1969, 192 pp., 6" x 9", $7.50 (61094-9)

THE ECONOMICS AND FINANCING OF EDU 
CATION, 2nd Ed. 1969 by Edgar L. Morphet, Pro 
fessor of Education, Emeritus, University of Cali 
fornia, Berkeley and Roe L. Johns, Professor of 
Educational Administration, University of Florida 
Provided in this new edition is an extensive analysis 
of the economics of education and the effect of educa 
tion on the national economy. Updated material covers 
the educational programs, organizational structures 
and financial policies which have changed greatly dur 
ing the nine years since the first edition. 
July 1969, 480 pp., 6" x 9", $8.95 (22732-2)
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The 1968 candidates repre 
sented 40 states and Canada as 
well as 256 colleges and uni 
versities. Recruiting methods 
included placing advertise 
ments in Afro-American news 
papers and visits by both Negro 
and white staff administrators 
to Negro colleges in Maryland, 
Virginia, and the District of 
Columbia.

Results of Early 
Kindergarten Entry

Twenty-three Madison, 
Wisconsin, high school stu 
dents, who had been admitted 
to kindergarten as four-year- 
olds on the basis of intelligence 
and psychological test scores, 
all scored above average on 
achievement tests in high 
school. Nearly all of the girls 
also had above average aca 
demic grades. The boys, how 
ever, were not as successful 
academically and tended to 
have more difficulty with social 
adjustment.

Course Guide to Afro-American 
History and Culture

A K-12 guide for inte 
grating the history and culture 
of the Afro-American into the 
curriculum has been produced 
for use in the Roslyn, New 
York, Public Schools by the dis 
trict's Intergroup Relations 
Committee. Numbering close 
to 400 pages, the guide is now 
in its second year of use in the 
district's nine schools. The fol 
lowing excerpt from the pref 
ace of the volume expresses 
the philosophy of the commit 
tee and the district:

The essence of our educa 
tional commitment is to prepare 
students for the world in which 
they will live. It is important 
that all students study the cul 
tural and historical heritage of

our country without distortion 
and learn to interpret today's 
events in the light of that heri 
tage.

The Right To Know

Just formulated by the 
New York State Education De 
partment is the policy that all 
test data on file in the Depart 
ment must be available to re 
porters and interested other 
parties on request. Finds the 
Department:

The public has a right to 
know—to know how well or how 
poorly its children are perform 
ing in school, and in general to 
know how well or how poorly its 
schools are performing.

The policy provides that 
persons requesting data must 
first be referred to the local 
administrator so that he has 
the opportunity to explain fac 
tors that affect the scores. If 
interested persons claim that 
an administrator will not pro 
vide test results the Depart 
ment must verify this before 
opening its own files. In cases 
where reporters are surveying 
large numbers of schools, the 
Department will provide the 
data and will notify the local 
administrators that the data 
have been released.

New Museum

Among the 17 new proj 
ects announced by the New 
York State Education Depart 
ment's Center on Innovation as 
being eligible for funding is a 
Museum of History and Cul 
ture of Black Americans at 
Niagara Falls. The museum 
will serve the schools and gen 
eral public. Approximately 
$75,000 will be appropriated 
for the museum under Title III 
of the Elementary and Second 
ary Education Act which is de 
signed to encourage innovation.

Teaching Manual for 
Consumer Education

A manual designed to 
help teachers include con 
sumer education learnings in 
the curriculum has been de 
veloped by the Council for 
Family Financial Education. 
The material in this compre 
hensive publication, Teaching 
Consumer Education and Fi 
nancial Planning, is organized 
around six themes: planning, 
buying, borrowing, protecting, 
investing, and sharing. Key 
ideas and suggested activities 
for their development are in 
cluded for each theme. The 
manual is now being tested in 
the classroom by selected edu 
cators throughout the country, 
after which it will be revised 
and made available for broader 
distribution. The Council's ad 
dress: Suite 1616, Twin Tow 
ers, Silver Spring, Maryland 
20910.

Learning Center in Tucson

Approximately 150 ele 
mentary school children are 
enrolled in Tucson Schools Ex 
ploratory Learning Center at 
Miles School. Teachers at the 
Learning Center are working 
with an advisory council and 
the administration in the de 
velopment and implementation 
of programs. The focus is on 
finding ways of improving 
upon the best of what is now 
known in educational practice. 
In selecting children for the 
Learning Center, efforts were 
made to match the district-wide 
percentages of students from 
various ethnic groups.

Georgia's Dropout Picture 
Improves

According to a recent 
study made by the Georgia 
Educational Improvement
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Council, "significant and im 
pressive gains in the develop 
ment of human resources" have 
been made in Georgia during 
the past decade.

Only 19 percent of the 
1944 first graders remained 
through high school graduation 
in 1956. Of the 1954 first 
graders, 46 percent were grad 
uates in 1966—a decided im 
provement. However, says the 
Council, the fact that 54 per 
cent dropped out indicates a 
waste of talent that "can be 
measured in millions of dol 
lars in Georgia's economic po 
tential."

New State Department 
Educational Television Facility

Located on seven acres of 
land four miles south of At 
lanta, the new Georgia Depart 
ment of Education Television 
Services headquarters is now in 
operation. It is hoped that the 
number of Georgia student 
viewers will double last year's 
total of 430,421, now that the 
entire network is in service.

The Georgia Educational 
Television Network is com 
prised of the Atlanta City 
Schools' station, the University 
of Georgia station, and the De 
partment's stations—intercon 
nected by microwave.

Free engineering services 
are offered by Television Serv 
ices to public schools and the 
network is assisting a number 
of systems in closed-circuit 
projects. Ninety-nine percent 
of Georgia's public school class 
rooms are in range of an ETV 
signal.

Junior Colleges Serve 
Disadvantage*]

A recent survey by the 
American Association of Junior 
Colleges concluded that a sig 

nificant percentage of students 
entering public junior colleges 
are disadvantaged. At least 20 
percent of the incoming fresh 
men in a typical urban junior 
college can be classified as 
"hard-core disadvantaged" who 
need more than a remedial 
course or tutoring. The AAJC 
has attributed the large num 
ber of students who lack col 
lege n adiness to open-enroll 
ment policies intended to serve 
the total community.

High School Project Designed 
To Keep Students in School

Unexcused absence has 
become virtually nonexistent 
among 20 high schoolers with 
extended records of high absen 
teeism and school failure. 
These Pasco, Washington, stu 
dents are enrolled in a class 
designed to keep them in school 
until graduation. Geared di 
rectly to the needs of the stu 
dents, the curriculum (read 
ing, English, history, and hu 
man relations) is usually han 
dled via group discussion, with 
emphasis on the importance of 
what each student has to say. 
Class sessions are in the morn 
ing. In the afternoon, students 
work at jobs which follow their 
aptitudes or attend vocational 
classes.

High School Placement Officers

Toledo, Ohio, now has a 
full time placement officer in 
each of four high schools.

Interns

A number of freshmen 
and sophomores from the Uni 
versity of Toledo are spending 
four hours a week in Toledo 
elementary schools in a joint 
effort by the Toledo Public 
Schools and the University to

get prospective teachers into 
the classroom as early as possi 
ble in their college programs.

Known as "interns," the 
students participate in all 
phases of classroom life, work 
ing with individuals or small 
groups of children, preparing 
materials and displays, and 
sharing the resources of their 
own backgrounds.

Students may either par 
ticipate in the program or 
choose instead to attend class 
sessions at the university two 
days a week. Those who elect 
the internship also attend one 
class period a week at the uni 
versity.

Future Teachers

A group of eighth graders 
from Sherman School in To 
ledo have demonstrated that 
they have the "makings" of fu 
ture teachers. Called "Teach 
ers of Tomorrow," they fill in 
as emergency substitutes when 
a teacher suddenly becomes 
ill or when a substitute is late 
in arriving.

"Teachers of Tomorrow" 
meet weekly to learn tech 
niques for keeping children oc 
cupied until a teacher arrives. 
Among the things they have 
learned is how to help children 
make name tags so that substi 
tutes can identify them. They 
have a repertory of stories and 
games and can preside over 
dismissals and trips to the 
lavatory.

As only the most capable 
and mature eighth graders are 
chosen, getting into the group 
has become a status symbol.

Counseling Service

The Board of Education of 
the Memphis City Schools pro 
vides a counseling service avail 
able to any employee who feels 
the need of talking over a per-
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sonal or a professional prob 
lem. Purposes of the service 
are to offer a "listening ear," to 
furnish information, and to 
help in any way possible. Con 
ferences are kept completely 
confidential unless the em 
ployee designates otherwise.

Cooperative Consumer 
Study Program

As a means for including 
more family finance education 
in the curriculum of Memphis 
schools, a cooperative study 
program has been organized 
involving the National Com 
mittee for Education in Family 
Finance, Memphis State Uni 
versity, and the Memphis City 
Schools. Last year 28 Memphis 
secondary school teachers were 
participants in the program, 
meeting weekly at Memphis 
State to investigate consumer 
concepts.

Memphis System Grows

More than 9,000 students 
and more than 335 teachers 
were added to the Memphis 
City Schools this year as a re 
sult of the annexation of nine 
county schools. This makes a 
total of 142 schools in the 
Memphis system.

Volunteers Provide Career 
Guidance

One hundred volunteers 
have joined forces in Memphis 
to help low-income high school 
seniors bridge the gap between 
high school and career or col 
lege. The Memphis Volunteer 
Placement Program has pro 
vided counseling help this year 
for 300 seniors from the city's 
all-black Carver High School. 
The volunteers, Negro and

white, come from all walks of 
life. They work with the stu 
dents throughout the process 
of getting into college or apply 
ing for a job, and many of 
these personal contacts are 
continuing after enrollment or 
placement.

Volunteers, who receive 
six hours of training, are urged 
to avoid trying to make deci 
sions for the students. Their 
function is to help students 
become aware of alternatives 
which are open to them in 
terms of college entrance, fi 
nancial help, technical train 
ing, and employment

Students needing short- 
term tutoring have been helped 
by Memphis State University 
and Sienna College students. 
Efforts are under way to ex 
pand the Volunteer Placement 
Program to eight Memphis 
schools.

Special Class for Truants

Can a special class for 
chronically truant children 
bring about desired behavioral 
changes? The absentee fig 
ures for junior high pupils 
enrolled in a special class at 
Howard School in Nashville 
dropped from 39 percent in 
October 1968 to 2 percent in 
March 1969. Furthermore, a 
student school morale test 
found their student morale to 
be above the average of the 
students on whom the test was 
standardized. Data are not yet 
available for assessing the 
achievement of the children 
during their special class par 
ticipation.

Teacher-Pupil Ratio 
Reduced in New Orleans

Last year the average 
number of elementary school 
pupils per teacher in New Or 

leans was about 29, in com 
parison with nearly 32 children 
in 1965. Secondary school sec 
tions are also smaller; the aver 
age was 26 in 1968-69. down 
from 27.4 in 1965.

Model Kindergartens Tested

In 1965, in an effort to 
continue learning experiences 
begun in Head Start and to ex 
periment with techniques and 
programs that could profitably 
be adopted in kindergartens 
throughout the system, the 
New Orleans Public Schools 
developed the Model Kinder 
garten Program. Eleven experi 
mental kindergartens were es 
tablished in nine schools.

The focus of the model 
kindergarten program has been 
improving language develop 
ment arid visual-motor skills 
and interventions to enhance 
pupil self-concept.

An experimental kinder 
garten class significantly out- 
scored a regular kindergarten 
class in tests which were part 
of a follow-up study to deter 
mine the effectiveness of in 
novations used in experimental 
kindergartens. The experimen 
tal subjects gained 4.80 IQ 
points and the regular kinder 
garten subjects lost 2.75 IQ 
points.

Career Selection

Ninth-grade civics stu 
dents, their teachers, counsel 
ors, and principals from Phil 
lips Junior High School, Der- 
ham Junior High, and Live Oak 
Junior High in New Orleans 
are involved in a project which, 
through teacher orientation, 
student participation, and re 
search, seeks to develop sound 
approaches to career selection. 
The focus of "World of Work," 
which is being guided by Tu-
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lane University's Department 
of Education staff, is on indi 
vidual evaluation in career se 
lection.

Distributive Education in 
Junior High

In order to help New Or 
leans students begin early to 
prepare themselves for careers 
in marketing and sales, Dis 
tributive Education courses 
were extended into junior high 
schools in 1966. Course en 
rollment at this level has grown 
from 132 in 1966 to 282 in 
1968.

Dropouts Continue Education 
at Night

The Adult Education Di 
vision of the New Orleans Pub 
lic Schools offers a special pro 
gram designed to attract drop- 
outs. The purpose of the pro 
gram is to enable those who left 
school early to continue their 
education.

Brochure on Cigarettes 
Available from NEA

"Cigarettes and the 
Schools," a brochure produced 
by NEA, includes factual ma 
terial about smoking and de 
scribes how teachers and school 
administrators are attempting 
to cope with the problem. Also 
presented in the pamphlet is 
a study of the smoking habits 
of both teen-agers and pre- 
teens. Copies may be obtained 
from the Publications Sales 
Section, NEA, 1201 16th St., 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036.

Language on Demand

The Baltimore City Schools 
will offer any foreign language 
when a sufficient number of 
students want to study it and

when a teacher of that lan 
guage is available.

A student may take five 
years of French, Spanish, Ger 
man, or Latin. Beginning with 
grade 10, he may take three 
years of Hebrew, Russian, or 
Italian.

Home Management Classes

A new course at Perris 
High School in Riverside 
County, California, equips girls 
for immediate employment as 
homemaker assistants in con 
valescent hospitals or for fur 
ther vocational study oppor 
tunities in college.

As a part of her training, 
each girl serves as a kinder 
garten assistant or as assistant 
in Head Start. Classroom study 
includes child psychology, nu 
trition, household equipment 
use, laundry procedure, and 
grooming. Trips are taken to 
nursery schools, motels, hotels, 
private homes, and convales 
cent hospitals.

Girls receive wallet-size 
certificates to show prospective 
employers, and letters of rec 
ommendation are placed for 
them in the school office.

Newscasts for School 
Employees

A five-minute radio news 
broadcast for employees of the 
Los Angeles City Schools is 
heard daily at 7:15 a.m. 
TKRKD, 1150 kc). The pro 
gram is called "Spotlight," the 
same name as the weekly staff 
newsletter.

Newscasts provide up-to- 
date information about school 
policies and finances (a source 
of growing concern among the 
thousands of school personnel 
who work in the 800 square 
mile district), actions by the 
school board, which meets

twice weekly, and state and na 
tional school news.

Crossing Grade Lines in 
Social Studies

"When one teaches, two 
learn" is a philosophy being im 
plemented by Tulsa, Okla 
homa, secondary and elemen 
tary students. High school stu 
dents, by crossing age and 
grade lines, have greatly en 
riched the fourth-grade social 
studies program. Regular 
teachers have conducted meet 
ings helping the "new teachers" 
to plan lessons for small groups 
of fourth graders. Tulsa finds 
that a flexible curriculum has 
made such rewarding experi 
ences possible.

Vocational Needs Revealed 
by Study

A follow-up study on stu 
dents of Fort Worth, Texas, 
Public Schools revealed the 
need for more vocational offer 
ings. According to research 
ers : "A majority of students 
indicated that they received no 
training which would prepare 
them for gainful employment 
while attending our schools."

Superintendent of Schools 
Julius Truelson commented on 
the value of the study: "The 
data will assist in planning an 
instructional program in the 
Fort Worth Public Schools 
which will come much closer 
to meeting the needs of all 
students."

Radio Project for 
Migrant Parents

A project to determine 
whether radio is a feasible way 
to solve the problem of com 
municating with migrant par 
ents is being developed in Palm
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Beach County, Florida. The 
program will be located in the 
Haven Road School which was 
designed for migrant children. 
Receivers will be placed in the 
living quarters of 200 migrant 
families. Broadcasts will be in 
both English and Spanish. It 
is hoped that the program will 
have a positive effect on the 
child in the classroom (parents 
will hear the children in class 
with the teacher) and will im 
prove home-school relation 
ships.

Interdependence of 
Math and Physics

This year a course inte 
grating mathematics and phys 
ics is being offered to students 
at Edward Little High School 
in Auburn, Maine. This pro 

gram is designed for students 
who tend to find abstract phys 
ics and mathematics concepts 
defeating and irrelevant. The 
course will be team taught and 
will involve independent study 
as well as small and large 
group instruction. It is hoped 
that students will appreciate 
the interdependence of these 
two disciplines and will per 
ceive math as a tool of physics.

Molhors Desifin 
Reading Games

A number of Philadelphia 
mothers of kindergarten and 
primary pupils are learning to 
help their children overcome 
reading disabilities. "Work- 
ins, where each mother is 
creating a series of show-box 
reading kits, have been held at

the Jack Cook School. The bi 
monthly sessions begin with an 
informal chat over a "second 
breakfast." This is followed 
by work sessions where moth 
ers make a variety of personal 
ized reading games for use at 
home with their children.

In addition to teachers, 
supervisors, and administra 
tors, leaders of the project in 
clude counselors who work 
with small groups of mothers 
in exploring ways of building 
children's feelings of self- 
worth. Besides the enthusiasm 
of parents involved, reported 
gains from the project include 
mothers' concern regarding 
reading problems, reinforce 
ment of learning, and stronger 
parent-child relationships 
through the use of reading 
games. D
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