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WHEN Nathan 
Brown announced his resigna 
tion, effective March 1, as Act 
ing Superintendent of New 
York City's 1.2-million-pupil 
system, he offered these criti 
cal comments:

The use of the schools as a 
focal point in a social revolution 
which should be directed at many 
of our institutions, in addition to 
public education, has complicated 
the work of our most dedicated 
professionals and has exploited 
the children of our city.

I believe that in the years 
immediately ahead, the parents of 
this city all the parents, includ 
ing those in our poverty and 
ghetto areas will put an end to 
power struggles which have rela 
tively little to do with improved 
education and will overwhelm 
those who wish to use decentral 
ization and community control 
for a power base.

Parents will mobilize them 
selves on behalf of their children 
and their schools in a construc 
tive manner and work closely in 
renewed faith with our profes 
sional staff.

Dr. Brown, who was 
named Acting Superintendent

last August, will become presi 
dent of a new technical col 
lege in Israel.

Lawsuits on Public Aid to 
Sectarian Schools

Since 1966 the Commis 
sion on Law and Social Action 
of the American Jewish Con 
gress has prepared reports of 
surveys on legislation and law 
suits concerning the issue of 
church-state separation.

The latest survey, ninth of 
a series, reveals that of some 
40 active cases, 14 involve the 
critical issue of public aid to 
sectarian schools. Six of these 
cases arose under ESEA, and 
one challenges the application 
of the Federal Higher Educa 
tion Facilities Act of 1963 to 
religiously affiliated colleges. 
The other active cases deal 
with programs under state stat 
utes which provide public 
funds to parochial schools for 
auxiliary services and equip 
ment, "purchase" of educa 
tional services, employment of 
teachers to serve in parochial

schools, and financial assist 
ance for the construction of 
college facilities.

Copies of the ninth report 
in the series, along with recent 
supplementary reports, may be 
obtained from the Commission 
on Law and Social Action, 
American Jewish Congress, 15 
East 84th Street, New York, 
New York 10028.

Driving Affects Grades

An Allstate Insurance 
Company study of 20,000 high 
school students concludes that 
the more a student uses a car 
during the week, the poorer are 
his grades. Grades go down 
as driving privileges are in 
creased. Also, young drivers 
are becoming involved in more 
auto accidents than ever before.

Out of the Past

A 1938 report of the Edu 
cational Policies Commission, 
The Structure and Administra 
tion of Education in American 
Democracy, offered this pre-
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caution concerning the efforts 
of anti-poverty agencies to as 
sume certain responsibilities 
for systematic education:

It must not be assumed that 
the agencies dealing with relief, 
with health, or with recreation 
can carry any significant part of 
the systematic program of educa 
tion for which the schools are or 
ganized. During the current 
period of depression the relief 
administrations—national, state, 
and local—have assumed large 
responsibility in the field of edu 
cation. In many cases their han 
dling of the educational aspects 
of their work has left much to be 
desired. A case in point was the 
selection, from among those who 
were destitute, of teachers for 
nursery schools or for schools 
that had been closed owing to 
lack of funds. Poverty, lack of 
employment, or need for assist 
ance are not proper bases upon 
which to select teachers for the 
schools.

Cosl-of-Eduoation Survey

A cost-of-education sur 
vey conducted by School Man 
agement Magazine, involving 
more than 1,000 school sys 
tems, reveals that per-pupil ex 
penditure during 1969-1970 
was 13 percent higher than the 
preceding school year. How 
ever, according to the survey, 
virtually all of the increase has 
been gobbled up by inflation 
and higher teacher salaries.

Equal Application of School 
Desegregation Law

The NEA Executive Com 
mittee has sent a recommen 
dation to the Department of 
Health, Education, and Wel 
fare urging that the law on de 
segregation of school districts 
be applied equally to school 
districts of the North and the 
South, and that desegregation

plans submitted by Northern 
states be checked and pro 
cessed by HEW as swiftly and 
as carefully as those submit 
ted by Southern states.

Parents Informed About 
Core Curriculum

In a bulletin to parents, 
Lawrence T. Kanner, Principal 
of Grover Cleveland Junior 
High School in Caldwell, New 
Jersey, offers this description 
of the 7th-grade Core Program:

We include under Core the 
attempt to break down artificial 
barriers between subjects for 
which a block of time longer 
than one class period is arranged. 
It is most commonly practiced at 
the junior high level, although 
most junior highs do not practice 
it. One reason for this is that 
junior high school is a transi 
tional institution, whereby chil 
dren from the self-contained ele 
mentary classrooms move into a 
more departmentalized program 
of instruction. The program as 
carried out in the 7th grade 
makes it possible for a teacher to 
remain with a group of pupils for 
more than one period and to be 
responsible for their learning ac 
tivities in more than one subject. 
It centers around and encourages 
a correlated and integrated in 
structional program whose goal 
is the solution of problems rather 
than giving emphasis to arbitrary 
subject matter lines. . . . Through 
such programs as these, we hope 
to develop creativity, independ 
ence, and intellectual curiosity 
which will continue into adult 
life as a valuable means of suc 
cessfully identifying and coping 
with modern problems.

More Core

In a recent issue of The 
Core Teacher, publication of 
the National Association for 
Core Curriculum, C. Benjamin 
Cox of the University of Illi 

nois is quoted as stating that 
"many current innovations 
were pioneered in core class 
rooms" and that core has "sur 
vived the theft of its greatest 
ideas as well as persistent mis 
representation."

Professor Cox proposes 
that core programs be built 
around four substantive 
realms: the family core, the 
urban core, the industrial core, 
and the communications core 
—while emphasizing problem 
solving, the interrelationships 
of knowledge, and learner in 
volvement.

Identifying Academically 
Talented Students

According to California 
State Department of Education 
regulations, students can be 
qualified as academically tal 
ented for participation in en 
richment programs, special 
Saturday classes, and ad 
vanced-placement programs in 
one of the following ways:

1. Students in grades K-6 
must obtain an IQ score of 132 
or above on an individual test of 
intelligence.

2. Students in grades 7-12 
must obtain scores at the 98th 
percentile or above on standard 
ized tests of mental ability and 
achievement.

3. Teachers, psychologists, 
and administrators, who are fa 
miliar with the demonstrated 
ability or potential of the student, 
may use their judgment alone in 
identifying up to 5 percent of all 
students qualified as academic 
ally talented.

Marines Help Children 
Develop Wildlife Refuge

Men of the U.S. Marine 
Corps 10th Engineering Battal 
ion have dug a large pond as a 
part of a wildlife habitat being
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developed at Columbia Elemen 
tary School in Portland (Ore 
gon).

Pupils at Columbia, which 
is a fourth - through - eighth 
grade school, paid for the fuel 
and other supplies needed by 
the Marines for operating their 
heavy equipment. Columbia 
students are doing most of the 
other tasks involved in estab 
lishing the 20-acre project.

The pond .which surrounds 
an island with a grove of cot- 
tonwoods, is part of the natural 
habitat for Oregon wildlife that 
will be used in science pro 
grams at Columbia. It will be 
stocked with fish, such as bass 
and bluegills, by the Oregon 
Fish and Game Commission. 
The island will serve as a bird 
refuge and a nursery for in 
jured birds. The U.S. Fisheries 
and Wildlife Bureau will bring 
injured birds to Columbia to 
be nursed back to health on the 
island by the school staff and 
children.

Development of the wild 
life refuge will continue in 
definitely, according to Betty 
Campbell, science coordinator 
at Columbia.

Minis Are Expanding

Seventh- and eighth-grade 
students at Richmond Elemen 
tary School in Portland are 
studying many areas not usu 
ally included in the curriculum 
through a program of "mini" 
courses, each lasting six weeks.

Held daily during a part 
of the lunch hour, the mini- 
courses cover a wide variety of 
topics including outdoor sur 
vival, cooking around the 
world, puppetry, first aid, 
needlecraft, and home ap 
pliance repair.

All Richmond students 
are participating in the pro 

gram, which carries no credit 
but will appear on their tran 
scripts.

Parents Altend School

Switch with a Parent 
(SWAP) Day at Franklin High 
School in Portland saw parents 
returning to the classroom 
while their children took the 
day off. Students who found 
adults to take their places were 
excused from school. The 
"swap" was for either a full 
or a half-day. If parents were 
not available, a grandparent, 
adult relative, or a neighbor 
was welcome. Adults followed 
the students' regular schedule, 
except for a special assembly.

Boston School Study

A study of the organi 
zation and administration of 
the Boston Schools has been 
launched with 891,000 in 
grants from the Boston School 
Committee, the Danforth Foun 
dation, and the Massachusetts 
Advisory Council on Educa 
tion.

The year-long study is 
examining such areas of con 
cern as school-community re 
lations, program evaluation, 
budget planning, and the staff 
ing, size, and authority of the 
School Committee (school 
board). The study is the first 
of its kind in Boston in 25 
years.

Book Fair in San Antonio

More than 2,000 books 
for preschool and elementary 
school children were displayed 
during a colorful Book Fair 
conducted by the San Antonio 
school district. Held in coop 
eration with elementary librar 
ians, supervisors of the dis 

trict's language arts program, 
and publishers, the purpose of 
the Fair was to acquaint teach 
ers, pupils, principals, and in 
terested parents with the books 
available for use in school li 
braries. "At the same time, we 
are encouraging children to 
read and to become excited 
about books," said Mrs. Bertye 
Dodic, language arts coordina 
tor.

ITV System in Dallas

Mesquite Independent 
School District in Dallas has 
established an instructional 
television system which trans 
mits 21 hours of programs a 
day to 15,000 students in 18 
schools. The station broad 
casts over three channels from 
a new 7 .500 square foot ITV 
building.

Programs, which are 15 
to 30 minutes in length, in 
clude live broadcasts as well 
as taped programs. They are 
geared to specific grade levels 
as a supplement to regular 
classroom instruction. Their 
use is at the teacher's option.

To finance the ITV sys 
tem, Mesquite residents passed 
a bond issue. Funds were sup 
plemented by a Title III Fed 
eral Planning Grant.

Communications Study 
Program

The high school student 
of today is under a constant 
barrage from various forms of 
mass media that attempt to in 
fluence his life. A communi 
cations study program has 
been inaugurated at Cahokia 
High School, Cahokia, Illinois, 
which attempts to better pre 
pare youth to cope with the 
mass media. Students may se 
lect courses in journalism.
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speech, television communica 
tions, debate, theater, the 
newspaper, and photography.

Closed-circuit television is 
used widely and students cri 
tique their own speeches via 
video replays. They write, di 
rect, and produce television 
programs. Daily news publi 
cations are also analyzed.

Future goals include stu 
dents working on Saturdays 
and in the summer with local 
area newspapers as apprentice 
writers and helpers.

Task Force on History and 
Culture of Minorities

Now in its second year of 
operation in the Minneapolis 
Public Schools, the Task Force 
on Minority Cultures plays a 
supportive role to classroom 
teachers in presentations of the 
history, culture, and contribu 
tions of the black American 
and the Indian American.

The Task Force is com 
prised of nine teachers and a 
project administrator who have 
developed and distributed a 
number of specific teaching 
episodes. Task Force teachers 
have directly contacted every 
pupil and teacher in grades 4, 
5, 7, 9, and 12. For informa 
tion regarding Task Force ma 
terials write to: Mr. Christian 
K. Skjirvold, Task Force on 
Minority Cultures, Work Op 
portunity Center Building, 107 
S.E. Fourth Street, Minneap 
olis, Minnesota.

Paradoxical Findings

One of the findings of a 
Gallup survey of adult opinion 
concerning the public schools 
was that the teaching profes 
sion "has never been held in 
higher esteem."

Directed by George Gallup

and commissioned by a non 
profit organization headed by 
Charles F. Kettering, Jr., the 
survey report stated that "prob 
ably no better measure of the 
public's high esteem for teach 
ing could be found than par 
ents' views toward teaching as 
a profession." Three out of 
four respondents said they 
would like to have their child 
take up teaching in the public 
schools as a career.

However, the survey also 
indicated that the public is 
about evenly divided in its will 
ingness to pay for more 
schools. In response to a ques 
tion about voting more funds 
for their schools, 49 percent of 
those surveyed said they would 
turn down such a measure.

Citizens Advisory Committee

After two years of study 
about the kind of education 
children need to live in the 
uncertain years ahead, citizens 
of Westport, Connecticut, have 
submitted their report to the 
Westport Board of Education. 
Summarized in tabloid form 
and circulated throughout the 
town of 30,000, the report 
avoids definitive answers but 
offers signposts designed to 
guide the schooling of sub 
urban children in the next 
decade and to ensure continu 
ing self-renewal of the school 
system.

"Contrary to the nation's 
present conservative kick, 
which aims to slow down in 
novation," commented Super 
intendent A. Gordon Peterken 
(who instigated the study), 
"the Committee says we must 
accelerate the pace of change 
if we want every boy and girl 
to 'put out' and 'make it' in 
tomorrow's education-centered 
world." When it comes to

paying the bill for schools, the 
Westport study, like the Little 
Engine That Could, echoes, "I 
think we can, I think we can." 

Westport residents and 
community groups have been 
asked to read the report and 
to submit their comments to 
the school board.

High Schools Have 
Aviation Course

Ground training in avia 
tion is offered to students at 
Dykes, Grady, and Price high 
schools in Atlanta. The course 
meets Federal Aviation Agency 
ground-school requirements for 
a private pilot license and is 
taught by regular faculty mem 
bers who have received FAA 
ratings as qualified instructors.

The course will be offered 
in other Atlanta high schools 
where a sufficient number of 
students express an interest 
and where qualified teachers 
are available.

Summer Aviation Course 
for Teachers

Wichita State University 
at Wichita, Kansas, is now ac 
cepting applications for its 
second annual Teachers' Sum 
mer Aviation Education 
Course. The 1970 course, open 
to high school and college 
teachers and other educators 
interested in aviation educa 
tion, will run from July 20- 
August 14 and will offer 4 
hours of graduate credit.

The course is designed 
to provide aeronautical knowl 
edge at the private pilot level 
for educators who do not have 
an aviation background. In 
addition to ground school sub 
jects, the course will include 
units in resources, teaching 
methods, classroom activities,
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and five hours of dual flight 
instruction for each partici 
pant. For information, write 
to: Teacher's Aviation Course, 
P.O. Box 13054, Wichita, Kan 
sas 67213. Some scholarships 
are available.

Teachers Interpret Test 
Scores for Parents

"Now, what does a five 
mean in spelling when my 
boy's score on the verbal part 
of the Scholastic Aptitude is 
seven?"

Members of the Belt Ju 
nior High faculty in Montgom 
ery County, Maryland, fielded 
many questions like this one 
from 300 mothers and fathers 
who attended the school's 
Eighth Grade Test Interpreta 
tion Night. This is an annual 
evening that provides parents 
with the opportunity to dis 
cuss the Iowa Test of Basic

Skills and the Lorge-Thorndike 
Scholastic Aptitude Test.

Begun eight years ago. 
Belt's Test Interpretation Night 
is a hard evening of work for 
the school staff. But the satis 
faction of really communi 
cating with parents about a 
student's strengths and weak 
nesses makes the effort worth 
while. Irving M. Sheltzer, 
principal of Belt, said: "From 
the many favorable comments 
from parents, I believe our 
Test Interpretation Program is 
a giant step toward better un 
derstanding between the home 
and the school."

Youth Corps To Help 
Dropouts Rrturn to School

The Neighborhood Youth 
Corps, administered through 
the Labor Department, has an 
nounced a major shift in em 
phasis to encourage dropouts

to return to school through 
part-time employment. The 
Corps operates in 1,400 urban 
and rural communities 
throughout the United States.

Occupational Skills and 
Curriculum Improvement

The Spokane school board 
has accepted the recommenda 
tion of the administration to 
allocate S200,000 for program 
improvements in 1970-71. One 
of the curriculum areas in 
which the funds will be ap 
plied is the development of 
occupational skills. At the 
high school level, offerings will 
be expanded in job-related in 
struction for those who are 
college-bound as well as those 
who are not. At the elemen 
tary level, a number of activi 
ties of a general nature, ap 
plicable in various occupa 
tions, will be developed. D
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