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IN 1970, Leon Les- 
singer, former U.S. Deputy 
Commissioner of Education, 
hailed performance contract 
ing as "a new process to bring 
to the improvement of educa 
tion the same ingenuity, craft, 
and realism that got us to the 
moon." Lessinger went on to 
predict that performance con 
tracting would enable us to 
"transform our schools within 
this decade."

Early this year, the Office 
of Economic Opportunity re 
leased its research report on 
performance contracting in 
volving 18 school districts 
throughout the nation. Pupils 
under performance contract 
ing were compared with con 
trol populations in reading and 
mathematics achievement in 
the elementary and junior high 
grades. Although the contrac 
tors were allowed to select the 
standardized tests for evaluat 
ing achievement, and although 
special incentives were pro 
vided for pupils and teachers 
in the classes under per 
formance contracting, there 
were no statistically signifi 

cant differences in achieve 
ment between the performance 
contracting and control popu 
lations in 60 percent of the 
cases. The control populations 
made higher achievement 
gains in 25 percent of the 
comparisons, whereas the per 
formance contracting groups 
showed better gains in only 15 
percent of the cases.

The OEO report concluded 
that "On the basis of these 
findings it is clear that there 
is no evidence to support a 
massive move to utilize per 
formance contracting for re 
medial education in the 
nation's schools. School dis 
tricts should be skeptical of 
extravagant claims for the con 
cept."

The research was con 
ducted by the Battelle Me 
morial Institute of Columbus, 
Ohio. Whereas a separate pro 
gram in performance contract 
ing under sponsorship of the 
U.S. Office of Education was 
widely criticized for lacking re 
search control and integrity, 
the OEO study made experi 
mental-control comparisons.

Early Childhood Education

In an address delivered 
to students and faculty at 
Columbia s Teachers College 
last spring. Congressman Orval 
Hansen of Idaho noted that 
"Some (federally supported) 
early childhood programs, hur 
riedly mounted and staffed 
in disadvantaged areas, have 
found that paraprofessionals, 
recruited with no previous 
training from the areas served, 
often viewed their involvement 
more as job opportunities for 
the poor than as education pro 
grams for young children."

According to Hansen, 
"During the years when a 
child's body, brain, and psyche 
are developing most rapidly 
and when his experiences can 
so profoundly influence his 
future development, to entrust 
our most vulnerable young to 
the least trained, the most 
poorly educated, because they 
are available, or the cheapest, 
would be an educational di 
saster." Observing that "Par 
ents are now, themselves, 
demanding competence," and

* Laurel N. Tanner, Associate Professor of Curriculum and Instruction, College of Education, Temple 
University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; and Daniel Tanner. Professor of Education, Graduate School 
of Education, Rutgers University, New Erunswick, New Jersey

October 1972 91



that with untrained personnel 
the emphasis has been mainly 
on "classroom control and be 
havior management," Hansen 
called for new federal legisla 
tion to provide for the prepara 
tion of competent personnel to 
teach the nation's youngest 
children. He also advocated 
the inclusion of parent educa 
tion programs in the legisla 
tion.

Hansen was author of 
the Comprehensive Child De 
velopment Act of 1971 and is 
a member of the House Sub 
committee on Education.

Teacher's Day

In recent years it has 
been fashionable to blame 
teachers in our urban schools 
for every conceivable educa 
tional problem. However, last 
spring, the mayor of Kansas 
City, Missouri, honored the 
teachers of that city with the 
following proclamation:

Whereas, a school system's 
best investment is a good dedi 
cated teacher; and

Whereas, many teachers do 
so much more than their job re 
quires of them; and

Whereas, these teachers are 
truly dedicated men and women 
who make it their life's career 
teaching our children, some un 
der the most adverse conditions, 
to help make a better world;

Now, therefore, I, Charles 
B. Wheeler, Jr., Mayor of Kansas 
City, Missouri, do hereby pro 
claim May 18, 1972, as Teacher's 
Day and urge all citizens to ex 
press their appreciation to these 
fine people who do their best to 
teach our children and prepare 
them for the future.

Corporal Punishment Ban 
Sought

The American Civil Liber 
ties Union (ACLU) is wag 
ing a campaign to eliminate

corporal punishment from the 
schools. Argues ACLU in a 
report entitled "Corporal Pun 
ishment in the Public Schools":

The goal of education in a 
democracy is inextricably linked 
to enhancement of the dignity of 
man. It is, therefore, startling to 
confront the fact that schools are 
the one remaining institution in 
this country where corporal pun 
ishment may be legally inflicted.

. . . As the situation now 
stands, corporal punishment may 
be visited upon school children 
for the "crime" of talking with 
out permission or not dressing 
for gym, but not upon felons con 
victed of such major crimes as 
rape, armed robbery, or murder 
and who have, in fact, received 
the benefit of due process in the 
courts.

Unified Social Science

Finding the watertight 
boundaries of various disci 
plines a hindrance to learning, 
a group of faculty at Stonehill 
College in North Easton, Mas 
sachusetts, established a new 
unified course. Interdiscipli 
nary Social Science, in the fall 
of 1969. The course has been 
taught by four faculty mem 
bers from the fields of political 
science, history, economics, 
and sociology. The course is 
conducted in seminar fashion 
with all four faculty members 
present at all sessions to facili 
tate interdisciplinary compari 
son and synthesis.

Although the course was 
initially designed to focus on 
major themes in chronological 
order, it was later decided 
to abandon the chronological 
sequence in favor of such topi 
cal problems as The Great 
Depression, The Cold War, 
Poverty and Unemployment, 
Racism, Power and Wealth, 
American Radicalism, and 
others.

The faculty team respon 

sible for the course has found 
that the students are motivated 
to do considerably more read 
ing than in traditional courses. 
The faculty members also feel 
that where the unity and inter 
relationship in human behavior 
is masked and distorted by 
disciplinary boundaries, the 
unified approach has been 
successful in dissolving these 
boundaries and enabling stu 
dents to appreciate the inter 
related nature of the social 
sciences. Although the integra 
tion of the readings has re 
quired considerable time and 
effort on the part of the 
faculty, along with course 
planning, faculty and students 
agree that the course has 
served to improve faculty-stu 
dent communication and that 
the interdisciplinary synthesis 
has made the social sciences 
more "relevant."

Academic Freedom

In the June 1972 issue of 
Educational Researcher, Pro 
fessor Arthur R. Jensen of the 
University of California, Berke 
ley, recounts his experiences 
at the 1972 AERA convention 
in Chicago when he attempted 
to deliver an invited address 
to an audience of more than 
600 AERA members. A con 
troversial figure from the time 
that he presented his data pur 
porting that social. class and 
racial variations in intelligence 
cannot be attributed to envi 
ronmental differences alone, 
but are at least partially and 
significantly attributed to ge 
netic differences (Harvard Edu 
cational Review, Winter 1969), 
Jensen describes how he was 
prevented from speaking at 
AERA.

According to Jensen, fol 
lowing a noisy demonstration 
by a group of members of the

October 1972 93



Students for a Democratic So 
ciety and the Progressive Labor 
Party, convention officials re 
ceived assurances from spokes 
men for these groups that they 
would not disrupt Jensen if 
they were each allowed five 
minutes on the platform prior 
to Jensen's address. Although 
they were given this time, they 
later prevented Jensen from 
speaking by tearing up his 
speech and hurling it at him. 
After Jensen announced that 
he would send a copy of his 
address to anyone requesting 
it, he and the chairman of the 
session were hustled out of the 
hall and into a freight elevator 
by a special tactical squad of 
the Chicago police.

Jensen's address was in 
tended to respond to a paper 
delivered earlier at the AERA 
convention by Professor Jerry 
Hirsch which, according to 
Jensen, contained "slurs, 
smears, and innuendos directed 
at me."

New Curriculum for Young 
Children

Teachers, supervisors, 
and parents in Calvert County, 
Maryland, have developed a 
curriculum, "Sequential Expe 
riences for Children Ages Three 
to Seven," which is now being 
used and evaluated in Head 
Start, kindergarten, and first 
grade. The purpose of the 
program is connected learning 
at the early childhood level. 
It was developed in response 
to a problem which has 
plagued educators and parents 
since the inception of Head 
Start: the programmatic dis 
continuity between Head Start 
and the school. For further 
information, address inquiries 
to Mrs. H. E. Bullard, Ele 
mentary Supervisor, Calvert 
County Board of Education,

Prince Frederick, Maryland 
20678.

Culminating Activity

Two fourth grade classes 
at Deane Elementary School in 
St. Paul took an overnight field 
trip to Duluth last spring to 
study Minnesota history at 
firsthand. Pupils planned all 
aspects of this culminating 
activity in their study of Min 
nesota; they wrote letters seek 
ing sleeping accommodations, 
tour reservations, and restau 
rant reservations and engaged 
in various fund-raising activi 
ties to defray expenses for 
food and lodging.

Professional Time for 
Minneapolis Teachers

Now in its third year of 
operation in Minneapolis is a 
IVfc-hour weekly early dis 
missal plan. The time is used 
by teachers for in-service train 
ing, curriculum planning, work 
with individual children, and 
parent conferences.

"Supermarket Shopping" for 
Educational Supplies

Minneapolis teachers will 
now be able to use new ideas 
suggested in workshops and in- 
service meetings with little or 
no delay. Previously they had 
to postpone their plans until 
supplies could be secured 
through regular channels. 
Now, however, two Edu-Marts 
have opened in Minneapolis. 
They are "supply supermar 
kets," each containing over 
1,000 high usage items.

Embossed credit cards 
entitle authorized persons to 
obtain supplies at the Edu- 
Marts. Carts are provided for 
shopping as well as help to 
carry supplies to teachers'

cars. Newsletters are sent out 
periodically listing new or de 
leted items, not to mention 
"sale" items—those reduced 
for inventory clearance.

Like Grandma Used To Use?

Fourth grade pupils at 
Hartman School in Omaha 
held an antique show in con 
nection with a unit on Ne 
braska. Approximately 125 
items, many of them family 
heirlooms, were on display. 
They ranged from dolls to 
guns, crockery to clocks; 
variety was the word in the 
exhibit.

Parents, third graders, 
and fifth graders were invited 
to a presentation in which 
pupils toldt the history and 
use of items.

Students "Drop In" on 
Innovations

Elementary education 
majors at Carroll College in 
Waukesha, Wisconsin, may 
elect to "step out" of their col 
lege classrooms and "drop into" 
Madison, Wisconsin, schools 
for a month, where they ex 
amine innovative theories and 
practices and serve as teacher 
aides. The schools selected for 
this experience are implement 
ing such ideas as individually 
prescribed education, unitized 
instruction, differentiated staff 
ing, and the Schools Without 
Failure teaching-learning phi 
losophy.

Involvement

With the help of the Gar- 
dena, California, community, 
students at Peary Junior High 
School built a Japanese Shibusa 
Garden complete with water 
falls, Koi (carp), and bridges 
in the school's agricultural
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area. The pupils who partici 
pated in this project were ex 
posed to many building trade 
skills and also to the complex 
philosophy which is an integral 
part of Japanese gardens.

Innovations in Junior High 
School

Among the innovative 
programs initiated at Van 
Nuys, California, Junior High 
School is an independent study 
program in English for ninth 
graders conducted by the 
school principal, Dr. Natalie 
J. Ward. Individual pupils 
come to the office for their 
weekly conferences.

Pupils at Van Nuys Junior 
High School have a Bill of 
Rights. Each pupil has the 
right, among other rights, to 
expect that some competent 
school adult will know him 
well, to experience an accept 
able program of general educa 
tion, and to make an orderly 
and sensible transition from 
elementary to secondary edu 
cation.

For a copy of the Bill of 
Rights and information about 
the school program, write to 
Dr. Natalie J. Ward, Principal, 
Van Nuys Junior High School, 
5435 Vesper Avenue, Van 
Nuys, California 91401.

A "7th Heaven" Reading 
Program

With a 7:1 pupil-teacher 
ratio for reading, first and sec 
ond graders at Rowen Avenue 
School in Los Angeles are 
getting more individual help. 
Teachers are finding it "heav 
enly" to work with only seven 
children.

Two factors make this 
possible: divided-day atten 
dance and a reading specialist 
who works either in the regular

classroom or in the reading 
room—depending on which is 
more advantageous for chil 
dren. In the first and second 
grades, half of each class comes 
to school at 9 a.m. and is dis 
missed at 2 p.m., while the 
other half of the class comes 
at 10 a.m. and is dismissed at 
3 p.m. Thus only half the en 
rollment is in school during the 
first and last hour of the day 
— approximately 14 children, 
or a two-group situation of 
seven children each hour.

Children are encouraged 
to become independent readers 
under the guidance of the read 
ing teacher; their strengths 
and weaknesses are being 
identified and provided for by 
both the classroom teacher 
and the specialist, each on the 
1:7 ratio.

New School

In Chicago, the Walt Dis 
ney Magnet School, scheduled 
to open in January 1973, will 
provide parents with an oppor 
tunity to enroll their children 
in a planned integrated school 
within an urban setting. The 
school will be nongraded and 
instruction individualized in 
an effort to accommodate 
the great differences among 
learners.

The new facility, which 
features open space instruc 
tional areas, will serve 1,800 
pupils in a three-floor nine-pod 
building located on Chicago's 
lakefront. It will also serve 
Chicago teachers and North 
western University students as 
an in-service and preservice 
training center.

Fair Measure

The New Jersey State 
Board of Education has 
adopted a new policy whereby

more weight will be given to 
high school courses in voca 
tional education. The tradi 
tional practice of giving more 
weight to so-called academic 
courses will be changed so that 
all courses will be given equal 
weight based upon class hours.

Community Development

Pupils at Webster School 
in Magna, Utah, are deeply in 
volved with the fortunes of 
Websterville, a community 
which they built with 2 by 4's 
and wood paneling along one 
side of the third-story hall. 
Now in operation are a bank, 
variety store, newspaper, post 
office, radio station, bookstore, 
camera shop, and "remedy 
shop" (drugstore). A beauty 
shop, law school, and mint 
operate out of the classrooms.

The children earn "Web 
sterville money" by working in 
the businesses. Most of them 
have money in the bank. The 
community is on the "golden 
merit" standard with bills 
called merits and coins called 
certimerits. The Websterville 
Mint, operated by fifth graders, 
has produced more than 5,000 
coins in six weeks.

The community is part 
of a project funded under 
Title I of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act. The 
objective of the project, in 
addition to basic skills develop 
ment, is to increase children's 
feeling of belonging and liking 
for school.

Need for School Breakfasts

Although 1.1 million 
children are currently receiv 
ing school breakfasts under the 
auspices of the federal Child 
Nutrition Act of 1966, census 
data reveal that 9.3 million 
school children are eligible for
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such breakfasts according to 
the poverty stipulations of the 
Act, and that 14 million more 
youngsters can be classified at 
the "near poverty" level.

"Peer Advisors" in Fort Worth 
Schools

College-age students work 
with counselors in advising 
teen-agers in five Fort Worth 
high schools and three middle 
schools. Employment of the 
students began as part of the 
Emergency School Assistance 
Program fESAP) to aid in 
school integration.

Peer advisors work di 
rectly with students, assisting 
them with any problems they 
might have—emotional, aca 
demic, or financial. While 
only slightly older than the 
high school students, the ad 
visors have maturity in solving 
problems and relating to other 
people. Thus they provide 
good role models for their 
advisees—another component 
of the program.

The Continental Breakfast

At Salk Junior High 
School in Spokane, a new idea 
called "The Continental Break 
fast" is bringing the school and 
its community closer together. 
Each week ten students serve 
as hosts and hostesses to a like 
number of parents. The guests 
are met by students at 8:45 
a.m. at Salk's front entrance, 
and each student takes his 
guest on a tour of the school. 
The students' pride is obvious 
as they show off their school 
and its many centers of ac 
tivity.

On completion of the 
tour, the guests are served hot 
breakfast rolls and coffee by 
the students. The principal, 
vice principal, and a counselor

join them to answer questions 
and respond to comments. The 
small size of the breakfast 
group gives each parent a 
chance to take part in the dis 
cussion. Many parents are 
asking about the breakfast 
tour, and students are asking 
to serve as hosts and hostesses.

Social Education

Believing that there is a 
need for young people to have 
an opportunity to use their 
energy in socially constructive 
ways, the faculty of Wissa- 
hickon High School in Ambler, 
Pennsylvania, has instituted a 
Social Laboratory program for 
interested seniors. Students 
receive course credit for serv 
ing as teaching assistants, day 
care aides, "big brothers" and 
"big sisters," and aides in hos 
pitals and nursing homes. 
They are supervised by Wissa- 
hickon High School teachers.

The Social Laboratory ap 
proach also includes out-of- 
school learning experiences 
such as distributive education 
and cooperative trade and in 
dustrial education.

By engaging in socially 
valuable activities, students 
gain experience in becoming 
active participants in society. 
These experiences are also 
helpful in making career de 
cisions.

Jet Set

Last summer, at a meet 
ing of the York County Board 
of Education in Aurora, On 
tario, geography teacher Rus 
sell Rees related how his 
students had benefited from 
study trips to Mexico and Eu 
rope which he has conducted 
over the past several years. 
When asked for ideas on how 
such trips might be financed,

Rees noted that the Mexican 
government had subsidized the 
latest group of York County 
students who visited that coun 
try to the extent of $6,000. He 
also revealed that he has re 
ceived an offer for the use of a 
free camp in Mexico by Pro 
fessor Rafiel Gutierrez of the 
University of Mexico, and he 
stated that reasonable trans 
portation costs could be ar 
ranged through charter flights

A staff report presented 
to the Board suggested that 
students in grades 7 and 8 
should experience a completely 
different culture, such as that 
of Mexico, while students in 
grades 9 and 10 might have a 
study travel experience in 
Canada or the United States, 
and eleventh and twelfth grad 
ers could benefit from a Euro 
pean trip.

Director of Education 
Sam Chapman observed that 
"The ultimate goal would be 
to have all students in the 
county involved, although we 
would have to start with a 
more limited scheme." The 
York County trustees agreed to 
study the proposal.

AECT/EBE Awards

The fourth annual com 
petition for awards for in-ser 
vice programs in educational 
communications and technol 
ogy is now open. This program 
is sponsored jointly by the As 
sociation for Educational Com 
munications and Technology 
and the Encyclopaedia Britan- 
nica Educational Corporation.

Any person responsible 
for an outstanding school or 
college audio-visual program 
that includes in-service educa 
tion as a major component 
may apply. Extended reports 
are not required.

A SI000 national award
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will be given to the individual 
personally responsible for the 
1973 winning program. In ad 
dition, ten national finalists 
will receive $200 each. Win 
ning schools in each instance 
will be awarded a plaque. State 
winners will receive certificates 
of honorable mention.

Deadline for submitting 
applications is December 15, 
1972. Forms may be obtained 
from the Association for Edu 
cational Communications and 
Technology, Awards Division, 
1201 Sixteenth Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20036.

Pupils "Inspect" School 
(Cafeteria

Teams of pupils in grades 
5-8 leave Ainsworth Elemen 
tary School in Portland, Ore 
gon, during the lunch hour to 
inspect cafeteria management 
in other Portland schools. 
Teams of two to four "inspec 
tors" are driven by parents to 
the host schools to find ways 
to make the lunch period more 
satisfactory for children, fac 
ulty, and cafeteria employees.

Following the visits, stu 
dents report their findings to 
their classes. Questions are 
asked and suggestions made 
for improvements at Ains 
worth. As a result of these

inspection tours, pupils are 
recognizing the many problems 
involved in cafeteria operation.

Open Education Activities

The School-Within-A- 
School Program (SWS) of the 
Department of Education, 
Queens College, is now in its 
third year of training teachers 
for the open classroom. Last 
year, SWS ran a Conference on 
the Open Classroom which was 
attended by more than 1,000 
interested teachers and admin 
istrators. Out of this grew a 
series of workshops in teach 
ing the various school subjects 
in an informal setting.

SWS has also begun pub 
lishing a monthly newsletter. 
For copies of Open Education 
Newsletter o r information 
about the workshops, contact 
Dr. Hal Sobel, Department of 
Education, Queens College, 
Flushing, New York 11367.

Honorable Departure

Intermediate School 145 
in Queens, New York City, has 
inaugurated an experimental 
honors program to replace the 
three-year Special Progress 
Program for honor pupils. The 
aim is to encourage experi 

mentation and exploration of 
areas that might be more 
meaningful for pupils than 
the conventional program. 
Pupils are scheduled for 
honors classes in grade seven 
only in those curriculum 
areas in which they display 
special interest and ability. 
This flexibility has opened the 
doors to some honors classes 
for pupils who would not have 
high enough averages in read 
ing and mathematics to qualify 
under the old program.

Individualized Instruction 
and Staffing Patterns

In Search of Better Ways, 
a report on individualized in 
struction and new directions in 
staffing patterns, has been pub 
lished by the Genesee Valley 
School Development Associa 
tion— a consortium of schools 
in a nine-county Rochester, 
New York, area. Authored by 
Mary and Bernard Kinsella, 
the 64-page report is based 
upon their study of programs 
in school systems and college 
research centers in the United 
States and England. For 
further information write to: 
Bernard W. Kinsella, Assistant 
Superintendent of Schools, 
Pittsford. New York 14534. D

Index to Advertisers
Allijn & Bacon, Inc. ..................... 78
American Guidance Service .............. 72
The Continental Press, Inc. .............. 40
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. Inc .......... 70
Houghton Mifflin Company ........ 4th Cover
Human Resources Development

Press ................................ 74
Imperial International Learning ....... 49-52
Laidlaw Brothers ........................ 90
The Leslie Press ........................ 64

Mail Order Mart ........................ 84
Charles E. Merrill Publishing Company . ... 38
Music Educators National Conference . .... 94
National Conference on

Grading Alternatives .................. 86
National Council of Teachers of English . .. 96 
Rand McNally & Co. ................. 76, 92
Scott. Foresman & Company ............. 68
Teachers College Press .................. 82
Wff 'n Proof Publishers .................. 80

October 1972 99



 
 
 
Copyright © 1972 by the Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development.  All rights reserved.  
 
 




