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BY UNANIMOUS 
action of members present at 
its meeting last December, the 
Gary, Indiana, Board of Edu 
cation voted to terminate im 
mediately its performance 
contracting program with Be 
havioral Research Laboratories 
of Palo Alto, California. The 
program was contracted 
through June 1973, but the 
school board acted to "can the 
contractor," as one board mem 
ber put it, when tests revealed 
that children in the program 
had failed to gain in achieve 
ment relative to other young 
sters in the school district.

Three years ago, when 
the $630,000 per year Gary 
program was inaugurated at 
the Banneker School, it was 
widely heralded as the first 
performance contracting pro 
gram of its kind—in which an 
entire public school was turned 
over to a private corporation. 
Promoted as an answer to our 
inner city educational prob 
lems, the program came under 
attack during its first year for 
focusing almost exclusively on 
reading and mathematics, the 
two skill areas in which pupil 
test results were to determine

the level of payments to the 
contractor.

Early in 1971, Indiana's 
Assistant Superintendent for 
Instructional Services, John S. 
Hand, sent a memorandum to 
the Indiana State Board of 
Education in which he main 
tained that the Banneker pro 
gram was not a well-rounded 
curriculum, and that "there is 
nothing uniquely innovative 
about the Banneker program 
except (a) the abdication of 
professional responsibility on 
the part of the School City of 
Gary and (b) the placement of 
the primary emphasis upon 
building and maintaining a 
systems model instead of upon 
the children and their needs 
and interests."

Hand went on to attack 
the "nearly total reliance on 
programmed instructional ma 
terials and seatwork review 
skills" in mathematics as being 
"unimaginative and pedestrian 
in its insistence that all chil 
dren must tread the same 
path." He also criticized the 
reading program which "had 
become an end in itself to the 
extent that its usefulness as a 
functional tool for other learn 

ing seems, at times, to be 
ignored or forgotten." The pro 
grammed reading materials 
were originally developed 
through a grant from the Car 
negie Corporation.

Subsequent evaluations of 
the Banneker program, as in 
terpreted by the Rand Corpora 
tion, revealed that only a third 
of the students were achieving 
the program's goal and that the 
program was having a negative 
impact on children's attitude 
toward school. Yet as recently 
as March 1972, Gary Superin 
tendent of Schools Gordon L. 
McAndrew, at a meeting of 
school administrators in San 
Francisco, pronounced the Ban 
neker program a great success. 
"I have no doubt in my mind 
that the children in Banneker 
are learning more and learning 
better," declared McAndrew. 
However, after the Gary school 
board pronounced the program 
a failure, McAndrew con 
curred.

National Assessment Result*

In its first report on read 
ing results, the National Assess 
ment of Educational Progress

* Laurel N. Tanner, Associate Professor of Curriculum and Instruction, College of Education, Temple 
University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; and Daniel Tanner, Professor of Education, Graduate School 
of Education, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, New Jersey
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reveals that 13-year-olds in the 
Central region of the United 
States led all other regions, 
with median scores being 3.5 
percent above the national per 
centage of success. The me 
dian reading level of young 
adults in the West was higher 
than all other regions, with 
scores at 4.2 percent above the 
national percentage of success. 
Black youngsters throughout 
the nation averaged almost 16 
percent below the national per 
centage of success.

The reading test focused 
on understanding words and 
word relationships. On the 
whole, youngsters tended to 
encounter considerably more 
difficulty in analyzing the 
meanings of words in context 
as contrasted with defining 
words in isolation.

Report on Secondary 
Curriculum Trends

A survey conducted by 
the U.S. Office of Education's 
National Center for Educa 
tional Statistics (NCES) pin 
points three "notable" trends 
in the past decade of secon 
dary school course offerings: a 
wider variety of courses, an 
increase in college-level offer 
ings in the high school, and the 
"downward movement of up 
per-level high school courses 
to younger pupils."

According to the report, 
high school students' demands 
for "a more relevant education" 
are changing the curriculum 
in secondary schools; more 
schools, for example, are offer 
ing courses in earth sciences 
and the protection of the envi 
ronment. The percentage of 
schools offering courses in eco 
nomics, psychology, and so 
ciology has nearly doubled in 
the 10 years since the first high 
school survey, notes the report,

and current events courses 
have also increased signifi 
cantly.

The report, Patterns in 
Course Offerings and Enroll 
ments in Public Secondary 
Schools, 1970-71, is available 
for 550 from the U.S. Govern 
ment Printing Office, Washing 
ton, D.C. 20402.

Sourcebook on Elementary 
Curriculum Projects

Educators frequently en 
counter difficulties in sorting 
out the many hundreds of ele 
mentary curriculum programs 
and projects that have emerged 
in recent years. After two 
years of development and field 
testing, the Far West Labora 
tory for Educational Research 
and Development in San Fran 
cisco has issued an attractive 
512-page oversize volume, 
titled A Sourcebook of Ele 
mentary Curricula Programs 
and Projects.

The comprehensive 
sourcebook provides an impar 
tial review of each of several 
hundred programs and proj 
ects, including information on 
the target population, project 
goals, suggested uses, content 
emphasis and sequencing, in 
structional methods, teacher's 
role and training, student test 
ing, availability costs, and pro 
gram evaluation.

The sourcebook is ar 
ranged in 15 sections covering 
such areas as aesthetics, affec 
tive education, career educa 
tion, environmental education, 
ethnic relations, bilingual edu 
cation, reading, sex education, 
science, language arts, mathe 
matics, social studies, general 
systems and resources, and 
others. The book is designed 
to be especially useful to those 
who train teachers and admin 
istrators for elementary school

positions and who provide for 
in-service education.

The Laboratory has re 
served 100 copies from the first 
printing for distribution as 
complimentary desk copies for 
college-level faculty in elemen 
tary teacher education. Re 
quests for desk copies from 
ASCD members in higher edu 
cation should be directed to 
C. L. Hutchins, Far West Lab 
oratory for Educational Re 
search and Development, Room 
600, 1855 Folsom Street, San 
Francisco, California 94103. 
Sourcebooks will be mailed on 
a first-come, first-served basis.

The sourcebook is also on 
sale at $5.75 a copy from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U.S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402 
(stock number 1780-1072). 
Payment must accompany 
orders.

The Cost of Inadequate 
Education

According to a report by 
the Select Committee on Equal 
Educational Opportunity of the 
U.S. Senate, 92nd Congress, 
2nd Session, the cost to the na 
tion of crime related to inade 
quate education appears to be 
about $3 billion a year and 
rising. Welfare expenditures 
attributable to inadequate edu 
cation are also estimated to be 
about $3 billion each year.

The report, Costs to the 
Nation of Inadequate Educa 
tion, defined an inadequate 
education for the latter third of 
the 20th century as attainment 
of less than high school gradu 
ation.

Also pointed out was that 
inadequate education inflicts 
burdens on the nation in the 
form of reduced political par 
ticipation and social mobility, 
as well as a higher incidence
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of disease. The report was 
based on data from the U.S. 
Department of Commerce and 
the findings of research in the 
social sciences.

Charles Darwin Needs 
Clarence Darrow

Last fall the National 
Academy of Sciences passed a 
resolution stating, "Religion 
and science are . . . separate 
and mutually exclusive realms 
of human thought." However, 
organized groups of religionists 
in California have been de 
manding that creationism (the 
biblical explanation of man's 
origin) be included in science 
textbooks alongside the treat 
ment of Darwinian evolution.

Nineteen of California's 
21 Nobel laureates petitioned 
the State Board of Education 
last December to reject crea 
tionism on the grounds that 
it is not a scientific theory and, 
therefore, does not belong in 
the study of science. (The 
two Nobel laureates who did 
not sign the petition were out 
of the country and could not 
be reached).

The California State 
Board of Education has yielded 
to the creationists to the ex 
tent that the Board has called 
for textbook modifications by 
inserting conditional state 
ments concerning evolution. 
Many educators fear that if 
the creationists are successful 
in influencing textbooks, the 
way will be open for any other 
sectarian groups, whether reli 
gious or political, to exert their 
influence on the school curricu 
lum, whether in science, social 
studies, or literature.

Following months of 
heated debate, the California 
State Board of Education 
passed a resolution in January 
calling for the treatment of

creation theory in the elemen 
tary social studies curriculum 
instead of in the science cur 
riculum. Still unresolved is 
how creation theory will be 
presented in social studies texts 
— a question likely to produce 
continued controversy.

Last fall, a poll of high 
school students in Dayton, 
Tennessee (the site of the 1925 
Scopes trial which pitted Clar 
ence Darrow against William 
Jennings Bryan), revealed that 
75 percent of the students be 
lieve in the account presented 
in Genesis on the origin of 
life rather than in Darwinian 
evolution.

In Texas, two BSCS text 
books in high school biology 
have been removed from the 
state approved list, and the 
State Board of Education re 
quires all textbooks treating 
evolution to insert a prefatory 
statement to the effect that 
evolution is presented not as 
a fact, but as a theory.

Psychology as a High School 
Subject

In response to the in 
creasing enrollments in psy 
chology classes at the high 
school level (more than 300,- 
000 teenagers are presently en 
rolled in psychology classes in 
high school), New York Uni 
versity's School of Education 
has developed a new M.A. de 
gree program designed to pre 
pare teachers of psychology for 
secondary schools. The pro 
gram also is open to psychol 
ogy majors who lack teaching 
certification.

The program focuses not 
only on developing the teach 
er's knowledge of psychology, 
but on the effective teaching 
of psychology to adolescents. 
For further information or ap 
plications, write to: Dr. Aileen

Schoeppe, Program for Teach 
ing of Precollege Psychology, 
Room 933, 50 West Fourth 
Street, New York, New York 
10003.

OEO Magazine

Opportunity is a maga 
zine published 10 times a year 
by the Office of Economic Op 
portunity. Address subscrip 
tion requests to: Office of 
Public Affairs, U.S. Office of 
Economic Opportunity, 1201 
19th Street, N.W., Washing 
ton, D.C. 20506.

A Matter of Demand

The fall of 1972 found a 
record 110,000 new teachers 
without jobs, according to a 
National Education Associa 
tion (NEA) survey. Up 11,000 
from the previous year, the 
"oversupply" was particularly 
severe in elementary schools, 
social studies, language arts, 
physical education, and foreign 
languages.

However, if all schools 
were brought up to "minimum 
acceptable standards of staff 
ing and programs," there would 
be a shortage of 660,000 
teachers, says NEA President 
Catharine Barrett.

Metropolitan Opera Program 
for Students

One week after New York 
area schools received word that 
the Metropolitan Opera would 
be conducting a series of pro 
grams to introduce students 
aged 10-14 to opera, the per 
formances were sold out.

Patterned after a similar 
program of the Royal Opera in 
Stockholm, developed by the 
late Goeran Gentele, the Metro 
politan Opera project includes 
performances of excerpts from
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several operas, and provides 
youngsters with an "inside 
view" of all aspects of opera 
production including the func 
tions of performers, stage de 
signers, costume designers, and 
craftsmen.

The first two perfor 
mances were hosted this winter 
by actor Danny Kaye. The 
programs were shown at 11 
a.m., with tickets costing $1.50 
and $2.50.

Mr. Gentele, who was 
scheduled to assume the direc 
torship of the Metropolitan 
Opera last fall, never saw his 
student program adopted at the 
Metropolitan. He was killed 
in an automobile accident last 
summer.

Community Involvement

The New Rochelle, New 
York, "Three-I" Program ("In 
quiry, Involvement, and Inde 
pendent Study"), now in its 
third year, is designed to en 
able high school students to 
learn more about community 
life through community activi 
ties and independent study or 
group projects.

In consultation with their 
teachers, the students enrolled 
in the program have engaged 
in such activities as tutoring 
emotionally disturbed and re 
tarded children, working in 
medical research laboratories 
and hospitals, conducting in 
vestigations on the ecology of 
the Hudson River, and assist 
ing teachers in prekinder- 
garten programs and open 
rooms in various elementary 
schools. Students obtain aca 
demic credit for these individ 
ualized education programs, 
which are undertaken in com 
bination with regular high 
school courses.

The "Three-I" Program is 
headquartered on the third

floor of the regular high school 
building and presently enrolls 
some 175 students.

Supervised Internship 
Program

All students at LaGuardia 
Community College in New 
York City are required to par 
ticipate in an off-campus, 
supervised internship program. 
Following the end of their first 
half-year on campus, students 
alternate 13-week quarters in 
cooperative work experience in 
the field and classroom studies 
on campus. Approximately 70 
percent of the internship as 
signments are with private 
firms, the balance with govern 
ment and community agencies.

Each student is visited 
during his internship by a cam 
pus adviser who also conducts 
"practicum seminars" at the 
college to serve as a bridge 
between the classroom and the 
world of work. According to 
college officials, jobs are found 
for all graduates and there is 
no shortage of intern positions. 
Moreover, the four-year col 
leges have provided full trans 
fer credit for the internship 
program.

Drug Education Materials for 
Elementary Grades

The Drug Abuse Preven 
tion Program of Community 
School District 18 in Brooklyn, 
New York, has designed a new 
series of learning materials 
for kindergarten through sixth 
grade. There are open-ended 
lesson plans which provide 
solid information about drugs 
and their dangers.

Materials for the primary 
grades include stories, sug 
gested activities, and discus 
sion questions. Packets for 
higher grades emphasize

choice; a student's decision on 
drugs is the basis for class 
discussion.

Information on these ma 
terials may be obtained from: 
Drug Abuse Prevention Pro 
gram, Community School Dis 
trict 18, 545 Utica Avenue, 
Brooklyn, New York 11203.

High School Faculty 
"Think Tank"

A "think tank," composed 
of four teachers who have been 
freed from classroom duties all 
this year at James Monroe 
High School in New York City, 
has been investigating various 
approaches to improving the 
school's curriculum and stu 
dent services.

The members of the 
"think tank" have focused their 
studies mainly on preventative 
and remedial strategies in 
connection with learning dis 
abilities, pupil apathy and ab 
senteeism, and guidance.

TV News Documentaries 
for Middle School

A new series of half-hour 
televised social studies pro 
grams for use in the middle 
schools, called "Perspectives in 
Social Studies," has been pro 
duced jointly by the New York 
State Education Department 
and the American Broadcast 
ing Company. Color video 
tapes of the programs, styled 
like news documentaries and 
narrated by an ABC news cor 
respondent, are available free 
of charge to New York State 
schools and public television 
stations.

Those interested in fur 
ther information may contact 
the Bureau of Mass Communi 
cations, State Education De 
partment, Albany, New York 
12224.
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Park-Sitr School Has Open 
Classrooms

In its first year of opera 
tion, the 1,200-pupil Harry F. 
Abate Elementary School in 
Niagara Falls is located on a 
20-acre midtown site which 
includes a new city library and 
a park with athletic fields and 
children's recreation areas. The 
facilities of the park-site school, 
including the swimming pool, 
auditorium, and learning cen 
ter, are open to after-school use 
by adults.

The school is designed 
for open classroom instruction, 
and teachers work in teams of 
six or seven, with 150 pupils 
assigned to each team. Prior 
to the opening of the new 
school, a series of teacher 
workshops were conducted to 
prepare teachers for open class 
room education.

Secondary Resource Teachers

A growing number of 
school systems provide "help 
ing teachers" for beginning 
teachers who need help. The 
helping teacher does not have 
supervisory rank. He or she is 
an outstanding teacher on 
leave from the classroom to 
act as a confidant and pro 
fessional consultant to new 
teachers.

Despite the fact that sec 
ondary school teachers also 
need concrete suggestions, 
school systems tend to provide 
this service only for elementary 
teachers. One exception is the 
Fort Worth, Texas, Public 
Schools, which provide "re 
source teachers" for teachers 
at the secondary school level. 
The function of the secondary 
resource teacher is to assist the 
classroom teacher by dem 
onstrating lessons, directing 
teachers to available materials,

or helping with individual 
problems in the classroom.

The secondary resource 
teacher carries the best ideas in 
use in the city from one school 
to another. In addition to 
identifying needed materials 
for individual teachers, many 
of the resource teachers are 
developing files of instructional 
materials and housing them at 
the administration building for 
everyone's use.

Elementary Pupils Learn 
"Adult World" Skills

Sagamore Hill Elemen 
tary School in Fort Worth is 
the site for a pilot program in 
work awareness to acquaint 
children with "adult world" 
tasks. An important objective 
of the program is to teach good 
attitudes toward the dignity 
and satisfaction of work. An 
other purpose is to offer chil 
dren at all levels of ability a 
project in which they can suc 
ceed.

The learning of common 
tasks is a means of applying 
the skills taught in the ele 
mentary curriculum and giving 
them practical significance. 
For example, reading is be 
ing taught through following 
printed directions for making 
a project. Weights and meas 
ures are taught through work 
ing with real quantities—a 
quart of milk or a cup of water.

The center also provides 
a constructive approach to dis 
cipline; working with head and 
hands to develop a lifetime 
skill transforms destructive 
impulses and energies into 
constructive ones.

Team Teaching Mini-Grants

Interested and eligible 
teachers in Teaneck, New Jer 
sey, can apply for mini-grants

for participating in the team 
teaching program. Grants have 
been established at a rate of 
$400 per team member for the 
school year, but the starting 
date of the grants may be at 
any time during the school 
year.

In order to qualify for a 
mini-grant, a teacher must 
either have completed a course 
in team teaching or demon 
strate in an interview a knowl 
edge of team teaching, agree 
to schedule 1 Vz hours after 
school each week for planning, 
and keep a team log of activi 
ties and an anecdotal record of 
pupil participation.

True Confessions

In an unusual self-evalu 
ation report, the Ford Founda 
tion reviews the failures of its 
Comprehensive School Im 
provement Program of the 
1960's. Copies of the report, 
A Foundation Goes to School, 
may be obtained from Office 
of Reports, Ford Foundation, 
320 East 43rd Street, New 
York, New York 10017.

Visitation Program

Tucson, Arizona, teachers 
may visit other schools as ob 
servers or as exchange teach 
ers. Exchanging classes with 
a teacher in another school 
eliminates the need for a sub 
stitute and gives the "feel" of 
the other building. On the 
other hand, it does not permit 
the observation of a new in 
structional approach or activ 
ity.

The purpose of the visita 
tion program (which includes 
both elementary and secondary 
teachers) is to help teachers 
become informed about new 
ideas and developments in 
their fields.
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Metric Manuscripts Requested

Mathematics education 
will play a vital role in the 
shift to the metric system of 
measurement in the United 
States and Canada. Teaching 
materials of all kinds will be 
needed. The National Council 
of Teachers of Mathematics 
(NCTM) Publications Com 
mittee is, for this reason, re 
questing manuscripts or ideas 
in the following areas:

1. Activities for elemen 
tary children in learning the 
metric system as the primary 
system for measuring

2. Activities on the metric 
system for students who have 
already learned the English 
system

3. Materials for teacher 
education (preservice and in- 
service) on using and teaching 
the metric system

4. Publicity materials, 
such as bulletin board displays, 
flyers to parents, slogans, posters

5. Scripts or ideas for in 
stitutional programs and short 
publicity spots on TV and radio.

Materials should be sent 
to the NCTM Publications

Committee, P.O. Box 462, 
Herndon, Virginia 22070. The 
committee will carefully eval 
uate all materials received and 
seek avenues of use or publica 
tion for ideas and materials 
considered appropriate.

TV as Drug Pusher

Pointing to the dangerous 
influence of TV drug adver 
tising, FCC Commissioner 
Nicholas Johnson declared that 
"television, its advertising 
agencies, and their corporate 
clients are preying upon both 
our minds and our bodies— 
and those of defenseless chil 
dren— to promote corporate 
greed whatever the social cost." 
Johnson stressed that TV is 
being used to spread massive 
misinformation for a S2 billion 
drug habit consisting of non- 
prescription antacids, sleep 
aids, nasal decongestants, 
cough remedies, analgesics, 
laxatives, obesity pills, mouth 
aseptics, and stimulants.

"Because the average 
American home has a tele 
vision set running six hours 
a day and because so much of

television is devoted to the 
promotion or sanctioning of 
stimulants and depressants, 
the increasing use of these and 
other drugs in this country 
could easily have been pre 
dicted," declared Johnson re 
cently. Johnson advocates the 
banning of all broadcast ad 
vertising of over-the-counter 
drugs, particularly analgesics 
and mood-altering drugs.

Options

Parents at the Fairfax 
Elementary School in Cleve 
land Heights, Ohio, can elect 
either a nongraded or a tradi 
tional class for their children. 
The nongraded program (or 
Continuum, as it is called at 
Fairfax) is the outcome of 
nearly two years of study by 
teachers, parents, and princi 
pal Robert L. Collins.

The program is now in its 
second year, with more electing 
the Continuum than traditional 
classes. A survey of parents 
and teachers at the end of 
the first year also showed 
a favorable reaction to the 
Continuum. D
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