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DURING the 1930's 
progressive educators sought to 
develop curriculum designs 
which would cut across subject 
fields in order to make the cur 
riculum more relevant to life 
problems. Various attempts 
were made to correlate, fuse, 
and integrate two or more sub 
ject fields most commonly 
English (literature) and social 
studies.

Now, after the discipline- 
centered curriculum reforms 
of the late 1950's and decade 
of the 1960's, the Curriculum 
Committee of the National 
Council for the Social Studies, 
at its latest annual convention, 
established a Subcommittee on 
Closing the Gap Between Sci 
ence and Social Studies. The 
subcommittee, chaired by Dr. 
Joseph M. Kirman of the Uni 
versity of Alberta, is seeking 
information from schools and 
colleges concerning projects 
designed to bridge the sciences 
and social studies at any educa 
tional level. Information should 
be sent to: Dr. Joseph M. 
Kirman, Department of Ele 
mentary Education, University

of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada, T6G 2G5.

From Curriculum Content to 
Curriculum Context

During the late 1960's, 
the Commission on Under 
graduate Education in the 
Biological Sciences of the 
American Institute of Biologi 
cal Sciences was searching for 
the "structure of the discipline" 
in an effort to develop an 
"ideal" curriculum for intro 
ductory college biology. After 
studying a number of outstand 
ing programs nationally, the 
Commission abandoned the dis 
cipline principle when it was 
discovered that only seven per 
cent of the curriculum content 
was shared in common among 
the institutions studied.

A recent report of the 
Commission, The Case for 
Change, describes the Commis 
sion's change in focus from 
curriculum content to context. 
The report reviews several pro 
grams identified as promising 
or successful in introductory 
undergraduate biology. Among 
these is a "coordinated studies

program" called Political Ecol 
ogy, offered at the newly estab 
lished Evergreen State College, 
in Olympia, Washington. Each 
"coordinated studies program" 
is organized as small coopera 
tive learning communities in 
volving some 100 students and 
five faculty members. Comple 
menting the "coordinated stud 
ies program" is the "contract 
study program," which allows 
students to pursue individual 
investigations "under contract" 
with the faculty.

Political Ecology, one of 
the ten "coordinated studies" 
programs at Evergreen, is con 
ducted by a faculty team com 
posed of two ecologists, a 
population biologist, a chemist, 
a lawyer, and resource faculty 
from the social sciences. The 
interdisciplinary curriculum is 
focused on problems of our en 
vironment. In addition to a 
wide range of readings in biol 
ogy and the social sciences, 
each student must complete 
three projects during the aca 
demic year, one of which deals 
with the natural environment, 
one with the socioeconomic or 
political-legal milieu, and the

* Laurel N. Tanner, Associate Professor of Curriculum and Instruction, College of Education, Temple 
University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; and Daniel Tanner, Professor of Education, Graduate School 
of Education, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, New Jersey

April 1973 689



third being open to an optional 
orientation.

Other interdisciplinary 
programs described in the re 
port include "Biology and So 
cial Change" offered at McGill 
University (Montreal), and 
"The Social Impact of the Bio 
logical Sciences" offered at 
Purdue University.

Colorado College offers 
an interdisciplinary course in 
biology for "science haters." A 
student enrolled in the course 
is quoted in the report as re 
ferring to his high school BSCS 
course as "the year I spent on 
the DNA-RNA rack." The re 
port states that a high per 
centage of students elect to 
enroll in advanced science 
courses after having completed 
the course for "science haters."

Copies of the report, The 
Case for Change, may be 
ordered from AIBS Education 
Division, 3900 Wisconsin Ave 
nue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20016.

Science and Social Igsnes

One-third of the central 
program of this year's annual 
meeting of the American As 
sociation for the Advancement 
of Science, held in Washing 
ton, D.C., last winter, was 
devoted to science and social 
issues including such topics as 
ecology, minorities, aggression 
and violence, behavior control, 
and genetic engineering.

Can Infant Intelligence Scales 
Predict Future Potential?

Infant intelligence scales 
have been used extensively as 
a criterion in evaluating the 
success of infant intervention 
programs, particularly those 
designed for disadvantaged in 
fants. However, a study con 
ducted by Michael Lewis of 
Educational Testing Service

and Harry McGurk of the Uni 
versity of Surrey, England, 
reported in the December 15, 
1972, issue of Science, led the 
researchers to the conclusion 
that the findings "cast serious 
doubt on the notion that the 
concept of general intelligence 
is applicable to the period of 
infancy."

The researchers stress 
that "Infant intelligence scales 
are unsuitable instruments for 
assessing the effects of specific 
intervention programs." They 
warn against the danger of the 
possibility that, by using the 
wrong evaluation instrument, 
"one would erroneously con 
clude that intervention in gen 
eral is ineffective in improving 
intellectual ability, thereby sup 
porting the view that environ 
ment is ineffective in modifying 
intelligence."

The authors cite an earlier 
study which showed a correla 
tion of  .30 between males' 
earlier test behavior and their 
IQ at ages 16 to 18. "Infant 
intelligence scales are invalid 
as measures of future poten 
tial, the necessity for caution 
in this report cannot be over- 
stressed," declare the re 
searchers.

Secondary Reading Program

The Content Reading Pro 
gram in Norfolk, Virginia, 
secondary schools is now in 
its fourth year. In 1969, Harold 
L. Huber of Syracuse Univer 
sity launched the program by 
teaching a core of teachers in 
various curriculum areas how 
to teach reading at the same 
time they were teaching their 
content fields. These teachers 
became lead teachers, demon 
strating the procedures to other 
teachers. Nine of Norfolk's 15 
secondary schools now have 
one of these leaders working

with department chairmen and 
individual teachers.

Teachers are finding that 
when vocabulary is taught 
functionally, both reading and 
content understanding im 
prove. Despite changes in the 
school population to larger 
numbers of students from low 
income families, the reading 
level of tenth and eleventh 
graders, as measured by the 
Stanford Achievement test, 
showed an increase from the 
53rd percentile in 1970-71 to 
the 68th percentile in 1971-72. 
There were also gains in math, 
science, social studies, and 
spelling. It is felt that these 
gains are a reflection of the 
growing ability of teachers to 
teach reading in their subject 
areas.

Plans are in progress to 
expand the Content Reading 
Program to include all secon 
dary schools.

Parent Workshops in Norfolk

Several elementary 
schools in Norfolk have proven 
that parent involvement can be 
highly useful as well as fun. 
Each week a group of mothers 
gather to make learning aids. 
Each school provides a work 
room where the mothers work 
to fill orders from request 
sheets filled out by teachers. 
The mothers are constantly 
adding to a "sample book" from 
which the teachers choose de 
vices to meet the needs of 
children.

In addition to helping the 
children through the develop 
ment of needed materials, 
mothers are learning about 
the school program. Said one 
mother, "We begin to under 
stand what the curriculum is 
and what our children are 
learning by what the teachers 
order."
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Parents' Workshops have 
been initiated by mothers at 
Little Creek Primary, East 
Ocean View Elementary, and 
Pretty Lake Primary Schools. 
The mothers at East Ocean 
View have been known to 
spend as many as 12-15 hours 
a week at the school.

Pilot Program Becomes 
Permanent

After one year as an ex 
perimental project, a consumer 
education program in Chicago 
high schools is being offered 
on a city-wide basis. In some 
schools, teachers of business 
education, home economics, 
and social studies team up for 
the program. Students are 
learning about service charges, 
guarantees, taxes, insurance, 
planned spending, and con 
sumer credit. Specialists such 
as representatives from the Il 
linois Department of Weights 
and Measures and the Attorney 
General's Consumer Fraud De 
partment meet with students 
throughout the course.

Adoption

In Milwaukee and San 
Francisco, junior high school- 
ers have "adopted" senior citi 
zens. Students at Milwaukee's 
Walker Junior High School 
have "adopted" residents of the 
Comstock Nursing Home. They 
participate in a number of 
activities with the residents, 
including reading to them, go 
ing for walks, playing games, 
or just listening. Special events 
have also been held at the 
nursing home such as a Hal- 
loween party when students 
dunked for apples much to 
the delight of the residents.

Students at Everett Junior 
High School in San Francisco 
have "adopted" the Hermann

Street Senior Citizens' Center 
as a school project. Once each 
month, various groups of stu 
dents present a program at the 
Hermann Center. Senior citi 
zens have been hosted with a 
Christmas party, a fashion 
show, a choral concert, a party 
by the Future Nurses Club, a 
Student Council panel, and a 
drill team demonstration.

Individuals and groups of 
students have performed spe 
cial services for senior citizens 
on request. In addition, the 
students registered senior citi 
zens so that they might exer 
cise their voting privileges.

Bar Association Sponsors 
Educational Activities

The Youth Education 
Committee of the Bar Associa 
tion of San Francisco is spon 
soring a series of programs 
that bring attorneys into class 
rooms, take students into court 
rooms, teach youth the "why" 
of the law and specific laws in 
areas such as narcotics and 
consumer protection, and pro 
vide quick legal answers for 
teachers as well as in-service 
courses on how to teach the 
law.

Pupils in grades 5 
through 12 can take a court 
tour. This program comes in 
a three-day package: pre-court 
preparation by a law student, 
a morning in court watching a 
jury trial, and a follow-up class 
session to answer students' 
questions.

In the Law in Society Pro 
gram, class discussions are led 
by attorneys on such topics as 
the Bill of Rights, search and 
seizure issues, and juvenile 
court proceedings.

The State Bar of Cali 
fornia sponsors semester-long 
in-service courses on the law 
for elementary and secondary

teachers during the fall and 
spring. Courses include work 
shops to develop materials for 
classroom use.

Pupils Paint Permanent 
Murals

Under the supervision of 
a local artist, pupils at John 
Swett Elementary School in 
San Francisco have painted a 
permanent mural on the wall 
of the cafeteria. Every child, 
kindergarten through grade 
three, participated in the proj 
ect which depicts their city. 
The mural was viewed by par 
ents at a recent potluck dinner 
held in the cafeteria.

Last year, under the 
guidance of the San Francisco 
Museum of Art, every student 
assisted in the painting of a 
large outdoor mural in the 
school yard.

Meaningful Materials

For 28 years, the San 
Diego City Schools have pub 
lished annually an attractive 
two-volume collection of pu 
pils' poetry, prose, and art. 
Impressions includes the work 
of elementary pupils, and 
Quest that of secondary pupils. 
Both are used as supplemental 
texts in the creative writing 
program of the school district 
during the year.

Charity Begins at Home

This year, the Torrance 
(California) Education Asso 
ciation did not conduct a 
United Crusade drive. Instead, 
the TEA will conduct its char 
ity drive this spring, but it will 
be confined to three areas of 
direct concern to teachers.

Fifty percent of the funds 
will be used for scholarships to 
aid Torrance students entering
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the field of education. Each 
year a scholarship is presented 
to a graduating senior from 
each of the Torrance high 
schools. Twenty-five percent 
of the funds will be placed in 
the TEA Teacher Welfare Fund 
which is disbursed to members 
in dire financial need in the 
form of interest-free loans to 
be repaid to the fund if possi 
ble. The remaining 25 percent 
will be used to support the Cali 
fornia Teachers Association 
(CTA) Bureau of Welfare. 
This Bureau has established 
and supports teacher retire 
ment homes for those who can 
no longer care for themselves 
and have no family.

Cross-Grade Tutorial Program

In Pasadena, high schools 
are offering class credit to stu 
dents who tutor elementary 
and junior high school pupils 
with reading problems. The 
use of student tutors has 
proved successful in improving 
reading skills in Pasadena.

"Authorship" Aids Reading 
Progress

In Los Angeles, second 
and third graders at Rowen 
Avenue Elementary School are 
using their writing abilities to 
extend their reading skills. 
Under the direction of a read 
ing specialist, pupils have 
gained experience in writing 
their own books as well as the 
pleasure of reading the words 
of their classmates.

Each "author" has his 
story typed on small pages and 
bound with a punch binding 
machine. Books are displayed 
in a pocket holder with the 
name of the author. Upon 
reading a book a child may 
write the author a "fan" letter. 
Each author has an envelope

with his name on it filed alpha 
betically in a file box. When 
the letter is finished the writer 
files it in the author's envelope 
(gaining experience in alpha 
betization).

Interest in the program 
runs high; as soon as pupils 
get to class, they run eagerly 
to the box to see if they have 
received any "fan" mail about 
their books. The class meets 
for one hour daily.

Book Nook

At Gage Junior High 
School in Los Angeles, a thriv 
ing operation where books are 
bought and swapped is encour 
aging students to read. The 
"Book Nook" is open during 
lunch periods on Fridays with 
about 300 books both paper 
back and hardbound avail 
able at the book counter. 
Paperback books sell for 10 
cents and hardbound ones cost 
25 cents. Proceeds are used to 
buy more books, although some 
of the books are donated by 
the local Rotary Club and other 
organizations.

Students can also swap 
their books at the Book Nook.

"Branch Bank" in Dayton 
School

Each day, pupils at Belle 
Haven Elementary School in 
Dayton, Ohio, step up to a 
teller booth to deposit their 
money without ever leaving 
their school. The bank is a 
project in consumer and career 
education made possible 
through the combined efforts 
of Third National Bank, Belle 
Haven Elementary, and Mead- 
owdale High School. Third 
National has provided the teller 
booth, banking materials, and 
training for tellers, as well as 
a member of its staff to super 

vise operations from 8 to 10 
a.m. daily.

Six Meadowdale High 
School business education and 
distributive education students 
serve as tellers. 'The students, 
many of whom are interested 
in banking careers, have the 
opportunity for practical ex 
perience before graduating 
from high school," points out 
Mrs. Emma Williamson, Day 
ton Schools' consumer educa 
tion coordinator.

For Belle Haven pupils, 
banking points out the relation 
ship between their classroom 
study of consumer education 
and the real world.

Space Education Workshop

A workshop to help ele 
mentary and secondary school 
teachers learn about space 
technology and apply this 
knowledge in their classrooms 
will be held from July 9-20, 
1973, at the John F. Kennedy 
Space Center in Florida. The 
Space Education Workshop is 
being sponsored cooperatively 
by Florida Technological Uni 
versity, National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration 
(NASA), and American Asso 
ciation of Colleges for Teacher 
Education (AACTE). The 
course carries four quarter 
hours of graduate and under 
graduate credit from Florida 
Technological University.

In addition to basic con 
cepts, the workshop will focus 
on the development of inter 
disciplinary units on the im 
pact of space technology on 
society. For further informa 
tion contact Dr. Anthony P. 
Tesori, Administrative Coor 
dinator, Space Education Ad 
visory Council-Florida, FTU 
Brevard Resident Center, 1519 
Clearlake Road, Cocoa, Florida 
32922.
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Students Elect Developmental 
Reading

Last year more than 400 
students at Montgomery Blair 
High School in Montgomery 
County, Maryland, elected the 
developmental reading pro 
gram. The program is develop 
mental, not remedial; students 
are accepted at whatever level 
they are. Says teacher-special 
ist Jim O'Conner, "We have 
kids off both ends of the scale, 
from virtual nonreaders to col 
lege plus."

In addition to the reading 
program for students, O'Conner 
also offers workshops for teach 
ers. "He is showing teachers 
how to use content material 
to teach reading," supervisor 
Mamie Ross explains. "In ad 
dition, he has a wealth of 
reading materials which not 
only help kids gain specific 
skills, but hold their interest 
whether they are reading at the 
college or the second grade 
level."

Most educators agree that 
reading instruction at the sec 
ondary school level is weak. 
Indeed, in too many schools it 
is simply nonexistent. It is for 
this reason that the reading 
program at Blair High School 
is attracting so much interest.

Significantly, the students 
who have participated in the 
program term it a "spectacular 
success."

"Equal Status" for 
Vocational Education

In a recent policy state 
ment, the Montgomery County 
Board of Education declared 
"its firm intention to serve the 
interests of students entering 
the labor market upon high 
school graduation just as fully 
and with as many resources as 
it now serves those students 
aspiring to enter college."

To implement the new 
policy, the board has directed 
the establishment of a Divi 
sion of Career and Vocational 
Education within the Depart 
ment of Curriculum and In 
struction, the assignment of 
a counselor for vocational 
counseling and employment 
placement to each high school, 
a work-study program to be 
available to interested high 
schoolers (in lieu of additional 
academic electives), and the 
development of a revised and 
enlarged program of career 
and vocational education.

Students Operate 
Food Service Program

There is a new restau 
rant in Seattle with special 
interest for students and par 
ents. Handsomely appointed 
with dark wood paneling and 
red carpets and draperies, the 
restaurant is operated by stu 
dents in Garfield High School's 
Food Education and Service 
Training program (FEAST).

Although service is some 
what limited (the restaurant is 
only open from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays), reservations can 
be made by local groups 
through the school office for 
meals served at other times. 
The capacity of the restaurant 
is 40 persons.

Every aspect of food serv 
ice, from menu planning to 
cooking to money manage 
ment, is carried out by the 21 
students enrolled in the two- 
year program. FEAST students 
also receive an academic edu 
cation, but with subject matter 
related to what they will need 
to know to move ahead in a 
food service career. Mathe 
matics instruction, for in 
stance, involves payrolls, taxes, 
and balance reports.

To assure that graduates 
meet the standards and re 
quirements of the food service 
industry, a professional ad 
visory committee of persons in 
the field assists students in 
obtaining positions while in 
school and upon graduation. 
The committee also directs stu 
dents to specific kinds of post- 
high school training.

The Reading Habit

In a recent survey of the 
reading habits of American 
adults, 71 percent of the re 
spondents who could read re 
ported that they read for an 
hour or more on the day pre 
ceding the interview. Six per 
cent reported less than five 
minutes. A third of the sample 
reported reading a book on the 
previous day. Magazines were 
read by 39 percent. Almost 
three-fourths of those sampled 
reported newspapers as the 
material most frequently read, 
with an average of 35 minutes 
a day. Slightly over one per 
cent of those surveyed were 
illiterate.

The study was conducted 
by the Educational Testing Ser 
vice of Princeton, New Jersey, 
and supported by the U.S. 
Office of Education as one of 
its projects in the "Right To 
Read" program. The sample of 
adults age 16 and older ex 
cluded institutionalized per 
sons and college students living 
on campus.

Follow Through Includes 
Parent Education

In Atlanta, parent educa 
tion is a component in the 
Follow Through program, 
which includes approximately 
1,400 children from kinder 
garten through grade 3 in six 
schools. Classes for mothers
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are provided in nutrition and 
menu planning, sex education 
for children, sewing, and mak 
ing instructional games for 
home use.

Drop-Out Rate Reduced in 
Louisville

In 1971-72 the junior high 
school drop-out rate in Louis 
ville, Kentucky, fell by 52.2 
percent compared to 1970-71. 
The high school drop-out rate 
decreased by 11.9 percent. 
School officials estimate that 
the drop-out reduction saved 
the city system $250,000 
through improved attendance 
ratios.

School attendance im 
proved one percent in 1971-72 
over 1970-71. But that tiny 
percentage point put an extra 
$200,000 into school system 
coffers; state funds are dis 
tributed in part on the basis 
of average daily attendance.

According to Daybreak, 
the news bulletin of the Louis 
ville Public Schools, these suc 
cesses may be attributable to 
a system-wide effort to design 
programs "that students might, 
for a change, like and enjoy. 
At present," says Daybreak, 
"more and more students seem 
to be faring better if only 
slightly and, hopefully, liking 
their schools just a little more."

Tax Credit for Nonpublic 
School Pupils

Enrollment in Catholic 
parochial schools totals 3.8 
million this school year as 
compared with a peak of over 
5.5 million in 1965. Catholic 
school educators are hopeful 
that the enrollment decline 
will be stemmed with the en 
actment of federal legislation 
which will provide tax credits 
to parents whose children are 
attending nonpublic schools.

Approximately 80 per 
cent of the nation's nonpublic 
school enrollment is in Catho 
lic parochial schools. Although 
the Nixon administration has 
cut federal funds for public 
education, the President has 
endorsed tax-credit legislation 
for parents of children in non- 
public schools. Q

Readers are invited to sub 
mit items for the NEWS 
NOTES column to: Pro 
fessor Laurel N. Tanner, 
College of Education, Tem 
ple University, Philadel 
phia, Pennsylvania 19122. 
Of particular interest to 
our readers are items con 
cerning innovative pro 
grams and research con 
ducted by school districts, 
state education depart 
ments, colleges, and uni 
versities.
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