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THE first reports of 
the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) 
reveal findings that reconfirm 
what has long been obvious 
to most educators. As reported 
in the NAEP Newsletter, 
"Young people from affluent 
suburbs led the nation by a 
large margin, while those from 
the urban fringe areas per 
formed near the national level 
of success. Respondents from 
the core inner city performed 
well below the national aver 
age in every subject area."

Neither educators nor the 
NAEP staff have been able to 
interpret the NAEP data in 
terms of finding evidence for 
specific ways of improving edu 
cational practices. Last winter 
46 research directors and cur 
riculum supervisors from the 
nation's 23 largest urban 
school districts, representing 
the Council of Great City 
Schools, attended a conference 
with the NAEP staff in Denver 
to examine the possible uses 
of the NAEP test results to 
implement improvements in 
big city schools.

Although the school rep 
resentatives asked that NAEP 
present its results in such a 
way that they can be utilized 
meaningfully by local school

systems and that NAEP estab 
lish guidelines for the interpre 
tation of its data, NAEP staff 
director J. Stanley Ahmann 
replied that "the job of inter 
pretation goes to those on the 
firing line, those who are di 
rectly involved in the educa 
tional process."

NAEP was first proposed 
and financed by the Carnegie 
Corporation in 1963, but is 
now financed primarily by the 
U.S. Office of Education. At 
the time NAEP was proposed, 
it was strongly endorsed by 
then Commissioner of Educa 
tion Francis Keppel, who de 
clared, "The American people 
today expect more of American 
education than ever before. At 
such a time, isn't it clear to all 
of us that what we don't know 
can hurt us?"

Now that the NAEP test 
results are in, no one seems 
able to figure out how what we 
do know can help us.

Ohio Commission Reports

A report by the Commis 
sion on Public School Person 
nel Policies in Ohio, entitled 
Realities and Revolution in 
Teacher Education, identifies 
deficiencies and makes recom 
mendations for the improve 

ment of teacher education. 
The report stresses that stan 
dards for selection of students 
and requirements for teacher 
certification are too low, 
teacher candidates are too 
quickly immersed into full 
teaching responsibilities, and 
that teachers "have suffered 
from both the isolation of their 
classrooms and an almost total 
lack of educational leadership."

The report notes that the 
public universities do not re 
ceive a level of financial sup 
port from the state for teacher 
education comparable to the 
funds provided for other fields. 
For example, the State of Ohio 
allocates more than three times 
as much money for the educa 
tion of a nurse as compared 
with the education of a teacher.

According to the report, 
a significant portion of the 
state monies that are allocated 
to teacher education are re 
allocated by the universities to 
programs other than teacher 
education. Moreover, although 
prospective secondary teachers 
take between 80 and 85 per 
cent of their course work in 
various academic disciplines 
outside the professional educa 
tion sequence, few professors 
outside the departments and 
schools of education see thern-
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selves as having a responsibil 
ity for teacher education. "They 
are specialists in their disci 
plines and for the most part 
feel very little obligation to 
help future teachers discover 
the relevance of their subject 
matter to, or the best ways of 
teaching it in, elementary and 
secondary schools," declares 
the report.

Although the report rec 
ommends that the liberal arts 
and sciences professors "pro 
vide academic courses in their 
disciplines which focus on the 
content that future teachers 
will be dealing with in the 
schools," it does not show how 
this might be accomplished 
nor how the liberal arts pro 
fessors are to be convinced of 
such a need.

Other recommendations 
call for a five-year program 
of teacher education encom 
passing a carefully designed 
sequence of laboratory experi 
ences; more rigorous criteria 
and policies for the selection 
of students; a two-year intern 
ship for beginning teachers; 
and the establishment of 1,000 
"Initiation Schools" in Ohio, 
each receiving special state 
financial support, for the train 
ing of teacher interns.

The Commission, com 
posed of 16 lay citizens assisted 
by a staff of teacher educators, 
is funded through grants from 
several private foundations. 
Since 1971 the Commission has 
issued seven reports on various 
topics relating to the improve 
ment of education. The price 
of the report, Realities and 
Revolution in Teacher Educa 
tion, is $1, or 75# each for five 
or more copies. Orders and 
requests for a list of the Com 
mission's publications should 
be sent to: Commission on 
Public School Personnel Poli 
cies, 736 National City Bank

Building, Cleveland, Ohio 
44114.

Teacher Ambassadors

The opportunity to inter 
nationalize your school faculty 
with a "Teacher Ambassador" 
or "Foreign Language Assis 
tant" can be arranged through 
the auspices of the Experiment 
in International Living. Each 
year "Teacher Ambassadors" 
from more than 20 countries 
come to American schools to 
serve as visiting curriculum 
consultants, resource teachers, 
or regular classroom teachers. 
For detailed information con 
tact : Mr. Roy Tucker, Teacher 
Ambassador Program Director, 
School for International Train 
ing, Kipling Road, Brattleboro, 
Vermont 05301.

Youth Vote

According to a Census 
Bureau study, only 48 percent 
of all eligible 18- to 20-year- 
olds reported that they had 
voted in last November's Presi 
dential election, as compared 
with almost 71 percent of the 
45-64 age group.

Engineering Careers for 
Blacks

Unable to find black engi 
neers, the DuPont Company 
provided funds for the estab 
lishment last summer of the 
Delaware Program for Black 
Engineers. The program iden 
tifies high school students who 
possess recognizable talent for 
engineering careers, and as 
sists them in preparing for 
entrance to the engineering 
professions.

The program is conducted 
by a consortium including the 
University of Delaware's Col 
lege of Engineering, Delaware

State College, Delaware Tech 
nical and Community College, 
and the schools of New Castle 
County, Delaware. During its 
first year of operation, more 
than 150 secondary school 
youngsters have been identified 
for participation in the project. 

For further information, 
write to Wilbur H. Bryson, 
Delaware Program for Black 
Engineers, Delaware Technical 
and Community College, 330 
East 30th Street, Wilmington, 
Delaware 19802.

Adulthood at Eighteen

Guide to 18 Year Old 
Adulthood in New Jersey is a 
handbook developed for high 
school students by the newly 
established Office of Youth 
Services of the New Jersey De 
partment of Community Af 
fairs. The handbook presents 
a summary of the legal rights 
and obligations of persons be 
tween the ages of 18 and 21 
who, as a result of a state law 
effective last January 1, have 
been granted full adult status.

The reader who has 
reached the age of 18 is in 
formed in the handbook that: 
"You can now adopt a child; 
you have the right to sell, buy, 
and drink alcohol; you have the 
right to buy and sell property; 
you have the right to enter into 
a contract; you may partici 
pate in legalized gambling 
(New Jersey has a state lot 
tery); you can now seek public 
office; you can apply for and 
be appointed to public employ 
ment; you have the right and 
responsibility to vote; (and) 
you may write your own will."

The 18-year-old also is 
informed that "you must be 
treated as an adult in school  
you may sign your own report 
cards, as well as your own 
absence excuses; you may sign
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your own permission slips to 
participate in athletic pro 
grams, field trips, and other 
school events; (and) you may 
review your official school rec 
ords." The handbook notes, 
"Of course, as a student 18 
years of age or older, you must 
still obey school rules and 
regulations."

For further information 
about the handbook, write to: 
Office of Youth Services, New 
Jersey Department of Commu 
nity Affairs, 363 West State 
Street, Trenton, New Jersey 
08625.

Pupil* Produce Antidrug 
TV Spots

Working in teams or indi 
vidually, fifth through ninth 
graders in Port Washington, 
New York, are writing, direct 
ing, and producing their own 
antidrug video tapes. Accord 
ing to project director Barbara 
Dolan, the purpose of the pro 
gram is to help pupils "develop 
their own set of values and be 
in a better position to decide 
about using drugs."

The finished films of 
three minutes or less are 
viewed and discussed by other 
pupils. The project is being 
funded by the National Insti 
tute of Mental Health, which 
hopes to encourage the devel 
opment of similar programs in 
schools across the country.

Community Respect for 
Schools

A 95-page report, A Safer 
Environment for Learning, pre 
pared for the New York City 
Board of Education by a panel 
appointed by the Academy for 
Educational Development, 
notes that "most trouble in the 
school is a reflection of the 
society beyond the schoolroom

door." It goes on to state that 
"primary emphasis must be on 
community involvement to en 
gender community respect for 
its educational institutions."

The report also warns of 
the possible dangers in the 
Board of Education's contract 
clause with the United Federa 
tion of Teachers which calls 
for the hiring of 1,200 para- 
professionals as security aides. 
According to the booklet, "Un 
less these 1,200 men and 
women are carefully screened 
and trained, there is a real 
danger ... of introducing po 
tential safety violators into the 
school rather than in bringing 
in personnel who will make the 
school safer."

The report recommends 
a more "flexible and relevant 
curriculum" in the high 
schools, including the expan 
sion of career and work-study 
opportunities, and the estab 
lishment of a School Safety 
Committee in each school by 
the principal with broad rep 
resentation from the school 
community and the commu 
nity at large.

Mini-Courses

When Hunter College 
High School in New York City 
offered a full week of mini- 
courses during the semester 
break early this year, the stu 
dents were free to elect three 
courses from the more than 
100 mini-courses offered in a 
wide range of studies from 
witchcraft to comic books. 
However, one of the most popu 
lar mini-courses was typing, 
with 130 students enrolled, as 
compared with only 11 stu 
dents in the course on comic 
books.

Why was typing so popu 
lar? No typing courses are 
offered in the regular curricu 

lum at Hunter College High. 
The school enrolls 1,200 stu 
dents, all girls, who are ad 
judged to be academically 
talented. The school encom 
passes grades 7 through 12 and 
the curriculum is limited pri 
marily to the traditional aca 
demic studies.

Decentralization Problems

When the New York State 
legislature enacted the school 
decentralization law for New 
York City in 1969, some politi 
cal scientists warned that 
municipal corruption had flour 
ished in the past when controls 
over public agencies operated 
on the neighborhood level. In 
recent months, charges have 
been leveled at a number of 
school boards of decentralized 
districts pointing to the misuse 
of school funds.

A member of the city's 
central board of education re 
ported that more than 1,500 
persons were employed in the 
schools in various professional 
positions without having to 
meet civil service system re 
quirements. Such appoint 
ments are made by local school 
boards, under the decentraliza 
tion law through the issuance 
of "certificates of competence." 
Albert Shanker, president of 
the teachers union, has 
charged that such appoint 
ments were being made pri 
marily as a form of political 
patronage. When a city coun 
cilman's report criticized this 
practice in a local school dis 
trict, the president of the local 
school board called the report a 
"political hatchet job so that he 
can get more jobs for his po 
litical hacks."

The councilman's report 
also criticized the allocation by 
the local district of almost 
$5,000 for air fares to Wash-
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ington, D.C., the use of tax 
funds to finance a trip to the 
Soviet Union by the local dis 
trict superintendent, and pay 
ments of S210 and SI70 for 
new suits of clothing for two 
board members whose suits 
were ripped during a stormy 
school board meeting.

Project CAREER

On behalf of Project 
CAREER of the Massachusetts 
Department of Education, Edu 
cational Testing Service is con 
ducting a nationwide search 
for behavioral objectives, test 
items, and task analyses in an 
effort to develop a data bank 
for occupational instruction. 
Schools, community colleges, 
and other educational agencies 
are invited to submit sets of 
behavioral objectives and cop 
ies of criterion-referenced tests 
related to any of the vocational 
cluster areas.

Contributors will be pro 
vided one-time access at cost 
to the Project CAREER data 
bank when it becomes opera 
tional sometime during the 
1973-74 school year. The data 
bank will provide educators 
with specific sets of objectives 
in any subject area.

The project is financed by 
a federal grant. For further 
information write to Charles 
Loch, Project CAREER, Edu 
cational Testing Service, 
Princeton, New Jersey 08450.

Secondary School Drug Survey

An annual survey of jun 
ior and senior high school 
students in San Mateo County, 
California, reveals that 22 per 
cent of the youngsters used 
marijuana 50 or more times 
during the year, as compared 
with 16 percent in 1970. The 
figures for alcohol consump 

tion (50 or more times during 
the year) were 25 percent in 
1972 and 16 percent in 1970. 
Marijuana was "tried experi 
mentally" by 51 percent of the 
students in 1972 as compared 
with 42 percent in 1970.

The survey is conducted 
each year by statistician Lillian 
Blackford under a grant from 
the National Institute of Men 
tal Health. Copies of the 1972 
report are available from Lil 
lian Blackford, San Mateo 
County Department of Health, 
Sin Mateo, California 94403.

Not Behavioral Objectives

The California legislature 
has set guidelines for local 
school districts to formulate 
educational goals with the help 
of lay citizens. Early this 
semester the San Francisco 
Board of Education officially 
adopted a Statement of Educa 
tional Goals which is divided 
into four broad categories : (a) 
democratic citizenship, (b) in 
tellectual development, (c) 
vocational and economic com 
petence, and (d) physical and 
mental health.

Teachers Tell About Problems

According to a recent 
national survey, students' read 
ing problems, "turned-off" stu 
dents, and discipline are the 
three biggest classroom prob 
lems found by today's elemen 
tary and secondary teachers. 
Fifty-two percent of the teach 
ers responding to the poll, 
which was conducted by Scho 
lastic Institute of Teacher Opin 
ion of Scholastic Magazine, 
Inc., believe that students' 
reading problems pose one of 
the three most difficult prob 
lems they face in carrying out 
their daily responsibilities. 
Forty percent said "turned-off" 
students account for one of

their three biggest problems, 
and 39 percent picked disci 
pline.

Other problems cited by 
the teachers were inadequate 
teaching materials (28 per 
cent), school board or admin 
istrative policies (28 percent), 
and inadequate facilities (27 
percent).

Pupils Illustrate and 
Publish Books

Primary grade pupils at 
Abernathy, Gray, and Meek 
elementary schools in Port 
land, Oregon, have published 
three books about what a child 
can see and learn by touring a 
bakery, dairy, and livestock 
show. The books are being 
distributed to Portland and 
suburban teachers to use when 
preparing pupils for field trips.

Administration Studies 
Bibliography

Since 1967, a program 
has been under way at the Cen 
ter for the Advanced Study of 
Educational Administration to 
develop techniques for helping 
school faculties communicate, 
solve problems, and make de 
cisions more effectively. The 
strategy being developed is 
called training in organization 
development.

For a current bibliography 
of program products, write to: 
Director of Program 1503, 
Strategies of Organization De 
velopment, CASEA, 1472 Kin- 
caid, University of Oregon, 
Eugene, Oregon 97401.

Self-Contained "Open" 
Classrooms

At Wheeler School in 
Tucson. Arizona, fifth graders 
move freely about their self- 
contained classrooms, which 
are arranged in "pods." Class-
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rooms have five pods: math, 
social studies, language arts, 
science, and art. In addition to 
completing a minimum assign 
ment in each pod, pupils are 
encouraged to become in 
volved in enrichment activities 
of varying degrees of difficulty 
in each area.

Teachers Ann Schaeffer 
and Barbara Aurand find this 
form of organization particu 
larly well suited to the "unit of 
work" or project method. After 
initial instruction about new 
assignments, pupils work at 
their own pace on individual 
and group problems.

"Alternative" High School

Tucson High School's Ex 
tended School Day Program 
provides an "alternative" 
method for obtaining a high 
school diploma. Students who 
for any reason cannot attend 
high school during regular 
school hours may enroll in 
classes which meet between 
the hours of 4:30 p.m. and 
10:40 p.m. and complete the 
requirements for high school 
graduation.

The majority of students 
in the Extended Day Program 
hold full-time jobs during the 
day or feel out of place in a 
regular school program be 
cause they have been away 
from school for a year or more. 
About 200 students are en 
rolled in the program.

Cooperative Work-Study 
Program

In St. Louis, a cooperative 
program involving the schools, 
the Mayor's Youth Council, and 
the juvenile court has resulted 
in work-study jobs for 103 
high school students.

The Student Work Assis 
tance Program (SWAP) places 
students who are referred by

the juvenile court in nine city 
departments, involving them 
in neighborhood beautification. 
forestry, sanitation, nursing 
work, and clerical work. Stu 
dents receive SI.60 per hour 
for a half day's work and spend 
the rest of the day in work- 
study classes.

Feedback from those in 
volved has been highly favor 
able, and plans are in progress 
to add more students to the 
program.

Preschool and Parent 
Education Program

Mothers and their four- 
year-olds are attending classes 
at the same time at Milwau 
kee's Luther Burbank School. 
While the mothers arc attend 
ing a class on family living, 
which meets one morning per 
week, their preschoolers are 
being introduced to school ex 
periences in the school library.

Begun in November, the 
program was designed for a 
two-week period but was ex 
tended through the school year 
at the request of the mothers.

Conference Proceedings

The Proceedings of the 
1972 Invitational Conference 
on Testing Problems, published 
by Educational Testing Service, 
includes the full texts of ad 
dresses on such topics as 
"Heredity, Environment, and 
Class or Ethnic Differences," 
"A Theoretical Approach to 
Cultural and Biological Differ 
ences," "Models for Preschool 
Education," and "Black Col 
leges and Black Studies."

Copies of the Proceedings 
are available at $2.00 each, 
while audio cassettes of each 
address are priced at S5.00. 
Order from: Invitational Con 
ference on Testing Problems,

Educational Testing Service, 
Princeton, New Jersey 08450.

Reading Project Shows Results

Last year Hawthorne Ele 
mentary School in Boise, Idaho, 
embarked upon an individual 
ized reading program. Objec 
tives were to provide reading 
instruction to individuals and 
small groups on the basis of 
identified needs, to enable pu 
pils to read effectively in con 
tent areas, and to develop 
positive attitudes toward read 
ing for both information and 
pleasure. Eighty pupils, ten of 
whom had learning disabili 
ties, were involved.

A wide variety of interest 
ing and exciting books (both 
hardbound and paperback), as 
well as pamphlets, periodicals, 
and other instructional mate 
rials, were the staple item for 
the project. Specialized help 
was provided by Boise State 
College consultants as well as 
school district personnel. Stu 
dent tutors were also enlisted 
to help with the project.

Several evaluation instru 
ments were used to measure 
results at the end of the school 
year. According to the Gates 
Reading Test, reading compre 
hension increased 1.5 years on 
the grade placement scale. A 
book circulation count devel 
oped by teachers and the li 
brarian showed that pupils 
read 50 percent more books 
than previously.

Particularly significant, in 
view of the relationship be 
tween learning and behavior 
problems, was this comment 
by teachers: "Classroom man 
agement was easier, with 
discipline problems almost 
eliminated." Thus, the evi 
dence is that all objectives of 
the program were met.

The project was funded
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by a $3,000 grant under Title 
II of the Elementary and Sec 
ondary Education Act (ESEA).

Senior Volunteers

In a recent column, we 
described two programs in 
volving the "adoption" of senior 
citizens by junior high school- 
ers. The purpose of these pro 
grams was to provide pupils 
with opportunities to contribute 
to the well-being of others.

Senior citizens also need 
to have a chance to serve 
others; they are a valuable in 
structional resource only infre 
quently tapped by the school. 
At Taylor Elementary School 
in Boyds, Montgomery County, 
Maryland, senior citizens from 
the Asbury Methodist Apart 
ments work as volunteers. 
Ranging in age from 60 to

almost 90, they make instruc 
tional materials, work with 
small groups in special interest 
areas such as sewing and 
woodworking, and work on a 
one-to-one basis with children 
who have learning problems.

Says Taylor's principal, 
Dr. Susan Warrell: "Our chil 
dren have really benefited from 
the individualized attention the 
volunteers give them. It is not 
only the extra help they give 
with math and reading, but 
sometimes just sitting in a 
rocking chair listening to chil 
dren talk or reading them a 
story. Many of these children 
have no grandparents and per 
haps not even a father in the 
home. This has been wonder 
ful for them."

The volunteers are the 
first group active in Montgom 
ery County's new Retired Sen 

ior Volunteer Program (RSVP). 
For some, it is not the first time 
they have worked in a school; 
at least half the group are 
highly qualified former edu 
cators.

Interlude

At Conroy Junior High 
School in Pittsburgh, music is 
played during module changes 
instead of the traditional ring 
ing of bells.

Resource Book for 
Drug Abuse Education

The second edition of The 
Resource Book for Drug Abuse 
Education, designed for teach 
ers, may be obtained for $1.00 
from the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, 
D.C. 20402. D

OPEN
.0. SCHOOLS

/(CHILDREN

Alexander Frazier
Professor of Early and
Middle Childhood Education,
The Ohio State University, Columbus

Foreword by 
Jack R. Frymier

Stock Number: 17916 
94 pp. Price: $3.75

Opportunities and problems in freeing space, structure, 
and curriculum for improved learning.

To accompany this booklet: A one-hour tape cassette captures a 
discussion by Alexander Frazier and four doctoral students of the 
merits of the open school concept. Side 1 considers "Structure in the 
Open Classroom"; Side 2 discusses "Criteria for a Good School in 
an Age of Alternatives." Alexander Frazier and Doctoral Students, 
"Questions About Open Schools," 1972. 60 min. $5.00.
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development 
1201 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20036
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