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Recent Studies on Self-Concepts in Elementary Students
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In 1961, Ruth Wylie completed an extensive 
review of research on self-concept. Purkey (1970) 
reviewed literature on self-concept and school 
achievement with emphasis on work completed 
after Wylie's research; consequently, the follow 
ing review of literature covers research completed 
after Purkey. Most of the studies reported were 
restricted to the effect of the elementary school 
environment on the self-concept of the child. Be 
cause of limited space, only studies with signifi 
cant results in self-concepts were included.

Self-Concept and Blacks. Wash (1972) 
found many differences in ten- and eleven-year- 
old black children who attended integrated and 
segregated schools. The groups that had higher 
self-concepts were high socioeconomic children 
in segregated schools and high socioeconomic chil 
dren in integrated neighborhood schools. Wash 
found that within segregated schools high socio- 
economic blacks had higher self-concepts. Within 
integrated-neighborhood schools, children from 
low socioeconomic backgrounds exhibited higher 
self-concepts.

Strang (1972) compared children in schools 
with differing proportions of black and white stu 
dents. He concluded (a) children in racially bal 
anced schools had more positive self-concepts, (b) 
children in the majority racial group had higher 
self-concepts, (c) black children as a total group 
had higher self-concepts, and (d) children in pre 
dominately black schools had higher self-concepts 
than white children in predominately white 
schools. Henderson (1973) also found that stu 
dents in predominately black schools had higher 
self-concepts than children in predominately white 
schools.

Whisenton (1970) reported that black stu 
dents who had planned experiences with black 
adult models of achievement made significant 
gains in self-acceptance.

A study by Kuhn (1972) concluded that 
social class had significant effect on academic self- 
concepts of children. He found more similarities 
than differences in any given social class when 
comparing self-concepts of blacks with whites, 
although blacks as a whole had higher self-con 
cepts.

Owen (1972) found a close relationship be 
tween self-concepts of disadvantaged children re 
gardless of race. Disadvantaged children of both 
races had negative self-concepts. Henderson 
(1973) reported that students of high socioeco 
nomic status of both races had higher self-con 
cepts of their academic abilities.

Self-Concept and Open Classrooms. A few 
studies showed that open classrooms had a posi 
tive effect on building self-concepts in elementary 
children. Males, who were very low in reading 
achievement, were studied by Koskoff (1973). 
Those who were enrolled in open classrooms 
rather than traditional classrooms made signifi 
cantly higher self-concept scores.

Beckley (1972) compared student attitudes 
toward self in a self-contained classroom to an 
open classroom situation. A higher level of at 
titude toward self existed in the open classroom. 
Brown (1973) discovered a significant difference in 
self-esteem between fourth grade students who 
attended open classes and those who attended 
stratified classes.

Lovin (1972), on the other hand, found that 
children who moved into a new open facility with
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their former teachers and peers had a loss in self- 
concept.

Self-Concept and Sex. S tudies using various 
instruments to measure self-concept reported con 
flicting findings when relating self-concept to sex. 
Most of the studies were restricted to upper 
elementary children.

Wickersham (1970), Beemer (1971), Hender- 
son (1973), and Edeburn (1973) reported higher 
self-concepts in girls than in boys. Strang (1972) 
and Mason (1975), however, found that boys had 
more positive self-concepts than girls.

Self-Concept and Student Teaching. Neal 
(1973), studying the effect of student teachers on 
the self-concepts of elementary pupils, concluded 
that the number of teachers present in the class 
room affected the pupils' self-concepts. Pupils in 
creased in self-concept in relationship to the num 
ber of teachers present. A maximum of three 
teachers were in each classroom.

Self-Concept and Teaching Settings. H ino- 
josa (1974) found a relationship between high 
self-esteem and an open climate, and low self- 
esteem and a closed climate in the elementary 
classroom. Thompson (1972) reported a rise in 
self-concept as a result of team teaching versus 
traditional teaching. Marek (1972) found that 
depth-study in social studies versus the expository 
method was effective in the formation and mainte 
nance of a learner's positive self-concept. Wicker- 
sham (1970) reported that children working with 
direct rather than indirect teachers had higher 
self-concepts.

Self-Concept and Tutoring. Robertson 
(1971) studied the effects on self-concept of fifth- 
grade students tutoring first-grade students. The 
results indicated that the fifth-grade students de 
veloped significantly different, and more positive, 
self-concepts as a result of the tutoring sessions.

Holcomb (1973) studied the effects of uni 
versity students who had a friendship-tutorial

relationship with elementary school isolates. The 
study found that the relationship increased the 
social status of male and female isolates, improved 
male isolates' attitude toward self, and helped 
them view themselves as unique. The relationship 
also improved teachers' perception of male iso 
lates' school work, interaction with the teacher, 
and participation in class. Mason (1975) found 
that high achieving elementary students tutored 
in reading and language arts by university tutors 
gained significantly in self concepts. '/
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two ASCD books take a 
comprehensive look at open 
education, in theory and in 
practice.

OPEN
-n. SCHOOLS

Open Education: Critique and Assessment
edited by Vincent R. Rogers and Bud Church 
(611-75054, $4.75)—describes the concept 
of openness, its British origins, and how 
cultural differences have determined the 
direction of open education in the 
United States. Case studies explore the 
successes and failures among open 
programs, including a lucid summary of 
research in the field.

Open Schools for Children b y Alexander 
Frazier (611-17916, $3.75)—provides a 
provocative exploration of the opportunities 
and problems in freeing space, structure, 
and curriculum, as well as how it will all 
add up in the long run.

City - . Slate . . Z'P -
No. of Copies
—— Open Education: Critique and Assessment

(611-75054. $4.75, 115 pp.. 1975)
—— Open Schools for Children

(611-17916. $375. 94 pp.. 1972) 
Enclosed is my check payable to ASCD [3. 
Please bill me 3.
Postage and handling extra on all billed orders. All 
orders totaling $1000 or less must be prepaid by 
cash, check, or money order. Orders from institutions 
and businesses must be on an official purchase order 
form. Discounts on orders of the same title to a 
single address: 10-49 copies, 10%: 50 or more copies. 
15%.
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Association for Supervision and Curriculum

Development
1701 K St., N.W., Suite 1100 
Washington, D.C. 20006
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