
News Notes
by Robert C. McKean and Bob L. Taylor

School District Consolidation  
A Reappraisal

According to a report of the 
National Institute of Education, the 
two basic arguments for school 
consolidation—economy and better 
education—are not true. The sav 
ings in costs are often canceled 
out by:

1. The cost of transporting 
more students over more miles in 
more buses that are driven by 
more drivers who are covered by 
more insurance

2. The cost of storing and 
distributing supplies bought by a 
central district office

3. The higher salaries ex 
pected by more highly prepared 
teachers who are attracted to the 
bigger school districts

4. Even cuts in administra 
tive costs may not be real—con 
sider the time, attention, and lead 
ership the superintendent in a 
one-town school district of three 
hundred pupils can devote to each 
of the groups and individuals 
whom he serves with the service 
provided by a superintendent in 
charge of a 12,000 student district 
spread over fifty townships.

Also, the quality of education 
has not necessarily improved. 
Even James Conant's initial study 
of 25 high schools, which gave 
the impetus to the rural consolida 
tion movement, cited two small 
schools that by Conant's criteria 
were doing a superior job. Re 
search shows that bigger schools 
do not result in higher achieving 
students nor do these students do 
better in college.

The study was done by Jona 
than P. Sher (Education Director 
of the Center for Community 
Change) and Rachel B. Tompkins 
(Citizens' Council for Ohio 
Schools). The investigators con 
cluded that educators should take 
another look at the economies 
small schools and small school dis 
tricts can offer, together with their 
advantages. Copies of the report, 
Economy, Efficiency, and Equality, 
are available from School Finance 
and Organization Division, Na 
tional Institute of Education, Wash 
ington, D.C. 20208.

Preschool Education Pays in 
Long Run

Low income children with 
preschool education are better able 
to keep up in regular school than 
their counterparts who did not at 
tend preschool. This was the find 
ing of a study done by Dr Irving 
Lazar of Cornell University who co 
ordinated the Developmental Con 
tinuity Consortium, which pooled 
and analyzed data from 12 projects 
which were funded to find their 
original preschool children and see 
what the long term effects were. 
The investigation included Head 
Start and other preschool children 
up to 10 years after they had left 
preschool. The 12 studies looked 
at center-based programs, home- 
based programs, and combinations. 
They were mostly in the eastern 
half of the United States in both 
rural and urban areas that utilized 
a variety of preschool curricula. 
Over 1,600 children were tested be 
fore and after preschool in the 12 
investigations.

The study found that the 
children were significantly less 
likely to need special education or 
to be kept back in grade than 
other children from identical back 
grounds. For information, contact 
Irving Lazar, Chairman, Commu 
nity Service Education, Cornell 
University, Ithaca, New York 
14853.

Amnesty Week Nets 
3,000 Books

During the week of May 16- 
20, 1977, a Canadian county school 
system received back nearly 3,000 
texts and library books during a 
week of amnesty from fines and 
penalties. Since the books were a 
mixture of hard cover and paper 
backs, some from elementary and 
some from secondary schools, an 
accurate pricing was not possible. 
Nevertheless, using an average 
price of $5.00 per book, the school 
district easily had returned $15,000 
worth of school instructional ma 
terials.

Some schools sent home fly 
ers, put announcements in the 
school newsletters, and/or an 
nounced it daily over the school 
public address system. These pro 
motional efforts resulted in a 
greater return of materials. Sav 
ings of this magnitude are cer 
tainly worth the effort on the part 
of the school administration.

Cafe Harbor View: Part of 
the Curriculum

Cafe Harbor is a cafe in Ha 
waii catering to an exclusive cli-
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entele. According to Na Lono Kula, 
published by the Department of 
Education in the State of Hawaii, 
this is one of two pilot programs 
aimed at reducing the noise level 
in cafeterias. Pearl Harbor Kai's 
Vice Principal Edith Lee and her 
husband Richard, principal of Red 
Hill Elementary School, developed 
a plan to set aside cafe areas in 
the regular cafeteria with circular 
tables seating four or five students, 
with plants and greenery, with 
special place mats, and with Stu 
dent Council representatives serv 
ing students privileged to dine 
there.

To get a reservation for this 
exclusive area, a class must be 
chosen by the lunch supervisors, 
who are mothers and are sensitive 
to yelling as the best behaved and 
quietest class the previous day in 
the cafeteria, Rules are simple. 
"The class must line up nicely with 
no pushing, shoving, wrestling, 
pinching, or general mauling. They 
must pick up their trays without 
dropping them. They must eat 
their lunch with moderate-level 
conversation, and then empty their 
trays without undue banging or 
throwing of food."

In Pearl Harbor Kai's Cafe 
Harbor View and Red Hill's Cafe 
Raider, things are remarkably quiet 
and peaceful—surprisingly so in 
the midst of hundreds of elemen 
tary school children.

National Assessment: 
Australian Style

Australia recently completed a 
national assessment of reading, 
writing, and arithmetric abilities of 
10- and 14-year-olds in more than 
600 schools. Around 7,000 children 
were in the sample for each age 
level. Aimed at determining the 
competency in "literacy and nu 
meracy," the assessment found that 
in reading skills there was no sig 
nificant difference in performance 
levels in comparison with compara 
ble students from either Great Bri 
tain or the United States.

Nevertheless, deficiencies were 
found in writing abilities. A major 

ity of both the 10- and 14-year-olds 
were competent in simple writing 
situations, but in some specific writ 
ing tasks such as the writing of a 
formal letter of application for jobs, 
the students were deficient. In arith 
metic skills, 90 percent of the 10- 
year-olds were able to do simple 
calculations with whole numbers on 
tasks that were particularly rele 
vant and useful in everyday life. 
However, large numbers of the 14- 
year-olds were not able to do sim 
ple calculations, and an even lower 
level of achievement was recorded 
for the older students in the more 
complex mathematics problems.

Taxidermy Class in 
Junior High School

"Taxidermy is a lot more than 
just stuffing animals," says Sam 
Blake, a science teacher in Miller 
Junior High School, Aberdeen, 
Washington. In an article in Yc. u r 
Public Schools, published by the 
Washington State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, Blake indi 
cates that one of the class goals is 
to increase the student's awareness 
of the environment and the crea 
tures man must share it with. 
"Most kids, even in the Grays 
Harbor area, don't have firsthand 
knowledge of wild animals."

Most of the specimens they 
use are animals donated by wildlife 
groups such as the State Game De 
partment. They include such things 
as birds that die in oil spills, ani 
mals hit on roadways, and illegally 
killed game that has been confis 
cated. "We are really salvaging 
wildlife in this class rather than 
wasting it," Blake says. After the 
animals leave the taxidermy class, 
many are sent to elementary class 
rooms in nearby districts.

Sam Blake learned taxidermy 
while working in a museum during 
college. Last year, he decided to 
give some informal workshops, and 
these proved so popular that he was 
asked to offer the course as a regu 
lar elective in the junior high school. 
This year, a second class was of 
fered. Facilities for the instruction 
came through the use of the school's

old, abandoned cafeteria. A part of 
the kitchen was walled off to make 
a workshop, an old freezer, refriger 
ator, and the necessary tools were 
secured. Space was provided for 
projects to be left in place without 
being disturbed from class to class. 

The class isn't limited to just 
boys, of course. Blake says that girls 
taking the class "seem to have a 
better touch. They are a little 
squeamish the first couple of days, 
but after that they're really good."

Will the Magnet School Concept 
Save Public Education?

Both Mario Fantini, Dean of 
Education, University of Massachu 
setts, and John Glenn, U.S. Senator, 
D-Ohio, think that it might. The 
courts are accepting the magnet 
school program as an approach to 
the court-ordered busing problem. 
While 60 percent of the students 
seem to be satisfied with the tradi 
tional school program, the magnet 
school concept presents the oppor 
tunity to introduce a quality educa 
tional program for students needing 
it while bringing students together 
into racially integrated learning 
situations.

Glenn has been supporting the 
appropriation of Congressional 
money to develop the magnet con 
cept and the alternative school con 
cept. Also, it is hoped that the ap 
proach will aid with the problem of 
the renewal and stabilization of the 
stagnant inner cities. Some of the 
possible pitfalls identified in the 
plan are: putting new labels on old 
programs, taking the most able stu 
dents and teachers away leaving 
the school system as a one-race and 
under-resourced operation, and put 
ting too many magnet schools in a 
given area so as to dilute the effec 
tiveness of the magnet schools to 
attract racially diverse student 
bodies.

Advocates of the plan do not 
claim that it will solve the segrega 
tion question alone. They argue, 
however, that if properly supported 
by the community, the plan will 
help to bring about racial and 
socioeconomic balances in school 
districts. The Dallas School Dis-
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trict claims that the concept has 
been successful in its desegrega 
tion efforts.

Fourth Graders Study 
Traffic Safety

Fourth graders in Arizona 
study bicycle and pedestrian safety 
as part of a traffic safety program 
called "The Safest Show on Earth." 
This curriculum utilizes kits that 
are issued to the participating 
schools. Each kit includes audiovis 
ual materials, a teacher's manual, a 
"Big Top" foldout display, story- 
boards, concept pictures, safety 
ranger decals, certificates, and post 
ers.

Students use these items to 
produce artwork that depicts traffic 
safety concepts and techniques. A 
film company then transfers these 
into a full-color filmstrip. The film- 
strip, including professional graph 
ics and a prerecorded cassette tape, 
is coordinated and cued through a 
storvboard sequence into a final 
product. The finished work is re 
turned to the school of its origin.

The traffic safety program has 
been praised for its stimulation of 
student creativity and promotion of 
traffic safety. The films are rein 
forcing in that pupils can see their 
rough ideas and artwork fashioned 
into an orderly, finished product.

Information about "The Safest 
Show on Earth" is available from 
Bob Hall, Program Specialist, Ari 
zona Department of Education, 
1535 West Jefferson, Phoenix, Ari 
zona 85007.

Students Like "Word" Course

Vocabulary training is stressed 
in a popular new course at Lisbon 
High School, Lisbon Falls, Maine. 
Merton Ricker, head of the English 
department, developed the program 
and serves as instructor. He is 
quoted as stating, 'The kids are 
really turned on. They have an in 
satiable curiosity to learn new 
words."

This is a nine-week elective 
course for juniors and seniors. The 
class stresses student participation.

Pupils have the option of develop 
ing their own list of words to learn 
each week or having a word list as 
signed to them. They may take their 
own words from any source they 
wish—newspapers, magazines, tele 
vision, words from conversation, or 
from other courses at the school. If 
they decide to learn their weekly 
word quota from an assigned list, 
Ricker has an abundant supply of 
them.

Lists of words were developed 
by teachers in other academic areas 
and turned over to Ricker. The re 
sults are that students are studying 
vocabulary in content areas to a 
much greater degree than previ 
ously. Since teachers frequently do 
not place enough emphasis on 
learning vocabulary, the course has 
had a positive impact on other 
courses according to student and 
teacher feedback.

Objective English Test Predicts 
College English Placement

Research evidence has demon 
strated that student performance 
on the multiple-choice test, the Test 
of Standard Written English, i s re 
lated to performance on brief es 
says. The predictive capabilities of 
the objective test have been found 
to be as good as the predictive 
capabilities of brief samples of stu 
dent writing. Of course, the objec 
tive test does not require the faculty 
time to evaluate as do large num 
bers of freshman essays.

The Test of Standard Written 
English i s a 30-minute, multiple- 
choice test of writing skills for use 
in college placement, and it is now 
in its third year of experimental use. 
The test has been used with over 
three million students. Educational 
Testing Service conducted a special 
research project to study the use 
and effectiveness of the test. The 
indirect measure of writing ability 
(objective test) was compared with 
the direct measures of writing abil 
ity (essays) to develop other meas 
ures of instructional outcomes be 
yond course grades, to determine 
whether students experience gain in 
the abilities measured by the place 

ment test, and to serve a variety of 
institutions' concerns with respect 
to the utility of the test for place 
ment purposes.

The study obtained samples of 
students' writing at three points 
during the freshman year—essays 
administered at the beginning of the 
freshman English course, at the end, 
and a post-essay test. These meas 
ures, in addition to students' course 
grades and perceptions of their sat 
isfaction with their English courses 
and their placement in them, pro 
vided the criteria for measuring in 
structional outcomes. It was found 
that:

1. Student performance on 
multiple-choice tests of writing 
ability had a strong relationship to 
student performance on essay tests.

2. A brief multiple-choice test 
of writing ability predicted actual 
writing performance during the 
freshman year as well as a brief 
essay test.

3. Both the Tesf of Standard 
Written English and the SAT con 
tributed more to the prediction of 
freshman writing performance than 
either high school English grades 
or high school rank.

4. The Tesf o f Standard Writ 
ten English proved to be more use 
ful in placing students in college 
English composition courses than 
the SAT, but a combination of the 
two scores predicted student writing 
performance better than either test 
score alone.

A copy of the report, A Study 
of College English Placement and 
the Test of Standard Written Eng 
lish, may be ordered from Hunter 
M. Breland, Educational Testing 
Service, Princeton, New Jersey 
08540.

Venereal Disease Education

To meet the demands of recent 
legislation requiring venereal dis 
ease education in Ohio, the State 
Department of Education is distrib 
uting a teacher's resource guide to 
all school districts. The law requires 
the study of venereal disease during 
the study of health unless the par-
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ents of a student request in writing 
that the student be excused.

Georgia Adds Lay Citizens to 
Textbook Review Process

Individual school districts 
choose the textbooks that they wish 
to use, but the State Board of Edu 
cation first approves the list from 
which books may be purchased with 
state funds. Of course, school sys 
tems may use local funds to order 
books not on the state-approved 
list. In order to review the books 
and instructional materials, the 
state board each year appoints a 
Textbook Advisory Committee. Ac 
cording to Eleanor Gilmer, writing 
in Georgia Alert, published by the 
Georgia Department of Education, 
a new policy emphasizes lay partici 
pation for the first time.

The Textbook Advisory Com 
mittee is made up of 12 professional 
members—one from each congres 
sional district and two from the 
state-at-Iarge. "This year three 
non-voting lay members were 
added to the committee. (State law 
stipulates that only professional 
educators may serve as voting 
members of the textbook com 
mittee.)"

B. J. McClendon, a school prin 
cipal from Fort Valley, is chairman 
of the committee this year. He 
praised the new process saying, 
"The lay members were treated like 
any other members. They partici 
pated in all discussions. The only 
difference was they didn't have an 
official vote. However, their opin 

ions were asked for and were taken 
into consideration by the profes 
sional members."

Doctoral Education:
A Mandated Consortium
in Louisiana

In the Fall of 1976, the Louisi 
ana Board of Regents for Higher 
Education employed three consult 
ants to review doctoral programs in 
education in the state. As a result of 
this review, two programs were 
eliminated, and the remaining three 
programs were required to proceed 
immediately to "form a single, in 
terdependent program of high qual 
ity." The three universities involved 
in this consortium were Louisiana 
State University in Baton Rouge, 
Northwestern State University, and 
the University of New Orleans.

After a year of study, the mem 
ber institutions have developed a 
detailed proposal now being con 
sidered by the Board of Regents. 
This proposal includes:

1. A n Executive Committee 
composed of graduate faculty mem 
bers and the Deans of the Colleges 
of Education. The committee will 
act on all matters of planning, pol 
icy, development, and administra 
tion relating to doctoral studies in 
education.

2. Program Review — Institu 
tions will be requested to propose 
programs for which they would like 
to be the degree-granting institu 
tional member within the consor 

tium. Criteria by which the pro 
posals will be evaluated will include 
staff, facilities, library resources, 
and institutional scope and mission.

3. Catalogue Commonalities— 
There will be an attempt to coordi 
nate and standardize catalogue en 
tries as much as possible.

4. Common Admission Poli 
cies in relation to GRE score that 
will require the student to be in the 
upper half of the population norm; 
satisfactory competencies in writ 
ten and oral communications and 
professional experience.

5. Cooperative Endeavors to 
enhance the quality of the doc 
toral experience by providing joint 
faculty appointments, internships, 
lecture series, in-service programs 
to school districts, joint research, 
and other activities.

A major consideration of those 
involved in the study has been the 
distance between schools, which 
varies from 80 to 260 miles. With 
this in mind, scheduling of joint 
ventures will be a critical matter. 
Also, a variety of qualitative safe 
guards were built into the proposal 
to assure the highest quality possi 
ble. Items such as faculty and pro 
gram review criteria and procedures 
were specified. It is hoped that these 
items will meet the demands of the 
Board of Regents.

Copies of the entire consortium 
document can be obtained by send 
ing $3.00 to Dr. Robert A. Alost, 
Dean of Education, Northwestern 
State University, Natchitoches, 
Louisiana, fft'
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