
NEWS NOTES
by Bob L. Taylor and Robert C. McKean

NAEP Results Indicate Some 
Shift in Social Studies

With the 1976 assessment, the 
National Assessment of Educa 
tional Progress was able to make 
a comparison with the earlier re 
sults of 1972 in social studies with 
regard to knowledge, skills, and 
attitudes. Specific findings were:

1. Nine-year-olds showed no 
change in overall performance.

2. There was a slight decline 
in the performance of 13-year-olds.

3. There was an overall drop 
of about three percent in the cor 
rect responses of the 17-year-olds.

4. While performance of 
blacks remained below that of 
whites for the nine- and 13-year- 
olds, nine-year-old blacks showed 
an improvement while white stu 
dents did not, and 13-year-old 
blacks showed no change while 
whites declined.

5. In the 17-year-olds, Latinos 
and those living in the West de 
clined less than the overall group 
of 17-year-olds.

6. The 17-year-olds from af 
fluent-urban communities showed 
a greater drop than the overall 
nation.

7. Males did better than fe 
males on knowledge items, but fe 
males did better than males on 
attitude items. Their performance 
was similar on skill items.

8. Youth from the Northeast 
and Central regions performed 
above the national level; those 
from the West were at or below 
the national level; and youth from 
the Southeast were below the na 
tional level.

9. In general, 17-year-olds 
performed better than 13-year-olds 
on sets of identical items.

10. Some specific weak spots 
were evident. For 17-year-olds, 
those living in disadvantaged- 
urban areas did not do as well on 
knowledge and skill items as 13- 
year-olds living in affluent-urban 
communities.

Materials on the 1975-76 
citizenship and social studies as 
sessment are now available from 
National Assessment of Educa 
tional Progress, Suite 700, 1860 
Lincoln Street, Denver, Colorado 
80295.

National Council of Teachers 
of Mathematics Position 
Statement on Calculators

In their November 1978 news 
letter, the NCTM released the fol 
lowing statement of the organiza 
tion on the use of calculators in 
the classroom:

The National Council of Teach 
ers of Mathematics encourages the 
use of calculators in the classroom as 
instructional aids and computational 
tools. Calculators give mathematics 
educators new opportunities to help 
their students learn mathematics and 
solve contemporary problems. The 
use of calculators, however, will not 
replace the necessity for learning 
computational skills.

As instructional aids, calculators 
can support the development and dis 
covery of mathematical concepts. As 
computational tools, they reduce the 
time needed to solve problems, there 
by allowing the consideration of a 
wide variety of applications. Further 
more, the use of calculators requires

problems and the selection of appro 
priate operations. The effective use 
of calculators can improve student 
attitudes toward, and increase inter 
est in, mathematics.

Other electronic devices, pro 
grammed to generate questions and 
activities that provide immediate 
feedback to students are not to be 
confused with calculators or comput 
ers. These devices can be used to re 
inforce computational skills through 
drill.

Worksheets Available on 
Resources in Education

A one-page "Worksheet on 
How to Use Resources in Educa 
tion" is now available from the 
Association of College and Re 
search Libraries, a division of the 
American Library Association. Pre 
pared by the Education and Be 
havioral Sciences Section's Com 
mittee on Bibliographic Instruction 
for Educators, the worksheet is de 
signed to be used for individual 
and/or group instruction and pre 
supposes no previous use of the 
ERIC system. Using a "fill in the 
blank" format, the worksheet 
covers only the most important in 
formation a beginning researcher 
needs to know to complete a suc 
cessful search.

To request a reprint of the 
worksheet, send a self-addressed 
mailing label and $.26 in postage 
to ACRL, American Library Asso 
ciation, 50 E. Huron Street, Chi 
cago, Illinois 60611. The reprints 
are free of charge to ACRL mem 
bers and $1 each for nonmembers. 
Payment must accompany orders. 
Checks are to be made payable to 
the American Library Association.
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Teachers and Parents Blame 
Each Other in Opinion Polls

The 1978 Pennsylvania De 
partment of Education educational 
quality assessment asked 19,000 
teachers what attitudes they be 
lieved parents had about their 
children's schooling. About 20 per 
cent of the elementary teachers 
stated that the lack of parent/ 
teacher interaction was critical. In 
responding to the same question, 
30 percent of the junior high 
school teachers cited this as a 
problem, and 45 percent of the 
senior high school teachers agreed. 
A similar number of the teachers 
believed that parents did not place 
high value on education, and about 
two-thirds of the senior high 
school teachers felt that parents 
showed little or no interest in the 
students' schoolwork.

Also, the teachers criticized 
the students for their poor study 
habits. The educational quality 
assessment found that only 25 per 
cent of the fifth-, eighth-, and 
eleventh-grade students who were 
tested spent two or more hours 
on their homework each evening, 
and that around 40 percent spent 
less than one hour a night. Even 
less time was reported being spent

on homework by the eleventh 
graders than by the fifth graders.

On the other hand, parent re 
sponses to the Gallup Poll con 
tradicted the teachers' response. 
Parents indicated that teachers dis 
played a poor attitude in communi 
cating with them, and they desired 
a closer relationship with teachers. 
Parents wanted more conferences 
with their children's teachers and 
more information concerning what 
they might do at home to help 
their children in school.

In the Gallup Poll parents be 
lieved that discipline was the num 
ber one school problem. In the 
Pennsylvania educational quality 
assessment, a third of the second 
ary teachers believed that admini 
strators gave them too little assist 
ance with discipline, and two- 
thirds of these teachers stated that 
parents gave them too little sup 
port here. More than a third of 
the elementary teachers also ex 
pressed this belief.

Special Materials

During 1977, every school 
district in California conducted a 
language census to determine the 
number of limited-English speakers 
and non-English speakers in each 
school and district. "The 1977

California Language Census: A 
Study in Procedures" reports on 
this process and is available from 
Robert R. Flores, Riverside Unified 
School District, 3380 14th Street, 
Riverside, California 92501.

Science Research Associates 
have developed a new program, 
5RA Coping Skills: A Survey Plus 
Activities, for helping learners 
from junior high school through 
adulthood learn to cope with prob 
lems that arise in everyday living. 
The program has three sections: 
(1) an eight-part survey that en 
ables learners to assess their cop 
ing skills; (2) extension activities 
that help learners improve their 
coping skills; and (3) a list of SRA 
resource materials that can provide 
enrichment in each category. The 
coping skills program may be used 
in regular classrooms as well as 
alternative schools, vocational and 
adult education, company or in 
stitutional training programs, per 
sonal growth workshops, and 
group and individual counseling.

The booklets are available in 
packages of 25 plus an answer key 
card for $25.95 per package. For 
additional information, contact 
Margaret Anderson, Department 
of Communications, SRA, 155 
North Wacker Drive, Chicago, 
Illinois 60606.
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