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Scope, Sequence, and
Social Studies
As in most areas of education today,
there is renewed interest in scope and
sequence for developing effcctive social
studies programs. A fex- recentl- pub-
lished-and soon to be published- pro-
fessional materials address this subject:

History-Social Science Framework for
California Public Schools, Kindergarten
Through Grade Twelve illustrates a re-
cent successful effort to develop scope
and sequence at the state level. It is
available for S2.2Z from Publication
Sales. California State D)epartment of
Education, P.(). Box 21., Sacramenito.
CA 95802.

Curriculum dexclopers preparing so-
cial studies scope and sequence for sec-
ondary schools should review the IIcw
College Board requirements for the col-
lege-bound student, contained in Aca-
demic Preparation for College: What
Students Need to Knosw and Be Able to
Do (New York: 'IThe College Board.
1983), pp. 25-2.

Valuable background information for
scope and sequence development is pro-
vided in ASCD's 1982 publication, So-
cial Studies in the 1980s (stock number
611-82270, S8.;75. The book is based
on information generated by Projecct
SPAN, the multi-year project of the
Social Science Education Consortium
funded by the National Science F'oun -

dation.
The National Council for the Social

Studies, in response to requests from
curriculum leaders and teachers for di-
rection in preparing social studies pro-
grams, will publish a report in late
spring.

Folksongs and Social Studies
Folksongs convey powerful social mcs-
sages that can give youngsters a rich
sense of the affective environment of
historical periods. "Folksongs in the
Classroom," a nonprofit educational
enterprise developed by L.aurcnce 1.
Seidman, Long Island Unisersitv, and
John Anthonr Scott, Fieldstron School
and Rutgers Univcrsith. promotes folk-
songs as valuable instructional material.

Seidman and Scott publish a newslet-
ter about folksongs, which includes Ivr-
ics, music, historical background, corn-
mentarv, and suggestions for classroom
use. Therics of past issues include the
British Isles, the colonial periodl. the
cowbov and the American West, whal-
ing, and the Civil War.

Folksongs can be used at any grade
level, but arc particularly suited to the
middle grades. A workshop service is
also available.

For more information, contact Lau-
rence i. Scidrman. 140 [Hill Park Axe.,
Great Neck, NY 11021.

Resources on Nuclear War
For teachers seeking material on con-

flict and nuclear war, a study unit has
been developed for the junior high
school level in a project involving the
National Education Association, the
Massachusetts Teachers Association,
and the Union of Concerned Scientists
Entitled "Choiccs: A Unit on Conflict
and Nuclear War," the packet consists
of ten lessons and a 144-page guide
including 40 student handouts for re-
production and distribution. T'he mate-
rial does not promote a particular point
of view, except to stress that choices

need to be made in the resolution of
conflicts. The materials were piloted bh
47 teachers in 34 states.

Copies are available for S9.95 Istock
number 1425-1-00) from the NEA Pro-
fessional Library, P.O). Box 509, Wcst
Haven, CT' 06S16.

Social Studies and Brain
Growth Research

Geraldine Hcllman-Rosenthal is creat-
ing a social studies curriculum consist-
ent with research on the cyclic nature of
brain development. Hr curriculum is
based on Epstein's idea that the brain
grows at an irregular rate: rapidls for
about two scars, then little or n(o cXi-
dencc of growth for another two-vcar
period. continuing into late adoles-
cencc. The time periods arc imprecise
and, of course, vary anmong individuals.

Hcllman-Rosenthal and others link-
ing presentation sequences to brain
growth hypothesize that learning will be
improved if (l) new ideas, concepts, and
skills are presented during periods of
rapid brain growth; and (2) plateau
growth periods are used to consolidate
and integrate knowledge and skills.

The most obvious dcviation fromI
conventional programs is at the seventh
and eighth grades which, while plateau
growth years, typically call for increased
loads of new information and skills.
Those interested in pursuing this topic
may contact Geraldine Hellman-Rosen-
thal, Social Studies Supervisor, Tulsa
Public Schools, T'ulsa, OK 74145.

lohn larolimek is Professor of Education,
University of Washington, Seattle
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Pre-Supervisors Prepped
Penn State and a nearby school district
are working together to enhance the
university's supervisor preparation pro-
gram and augment clinical supervision
in the district. Supervisors-in-prepara-
tion conduct several cycles of supervi-
sion with district teachers, gaining prac-
tical experience necessary for
developing and refining their skills.

Teachers gain insight into their class-
room behavior. The practicum has run
once and is scheduled again for this
year.

For more information, contact Lee
F. Goldsberrv, Professor of Education,
Pennsylvania State University, Univer-
sity Park, PA 16802.

Improved Evaluation: Improved
Instruction
In the Perth-Andover School District in
New Brunswick, carefully planned eval-
uation procedures have resulted in im-
proved teaching.
Robert 1. Krajewski is Professor and Head,
Department of Educational Administration
and Counseling. University of Northern
Iowa, Cedar Falls.
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