
Smith, and N. Filby, School Class Size
(Bcvcrly Hills, Calif.: Sage., 1982).

Basals Evaluated
The Institute for Research on Tcach-
ing's Language Arts Project analyzed
1,959 selections in 34 basal reading
textbooks to find out wshat contents stu-
dents can learn from them. In analyzing
the second-. third-. and fourth-gradc
textbooks, researchers focused on three
types of content: subject matter (know-
ing sosmethillg), fuiictioinal (knowing
how% something wsorks or hosw to do
something), and ethos (knowing to do
the right thing). sThc! determined
whether each hasal selection offered stu-
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Home-Made Math Tests in
Detroit and New York
TwIo of thile nation's largest school sys-
tems are creating their own11 tests because
leaders in those systcnis belihese that
probleml solving and tllinking should be
central to a qualiht nathematics cduca-
tionI. and thel don't believ\e the avail-
able conmmelrcial test materials take
problem solillg seriousl-. Creating the
tests is more difficult thanl bhuing them
"off the shelccs" but it vnas be tilhe onl
way to get conilcrcial test makers to
moveC in dircctions a(dlocated bs most
leaders in mathematics educatiol.

Information regarding construction
and use of these specially created tests
mas be obtained from Stesxart Rankin,
308 School Center Building, 505,7
Woodward Ave., )cetroit, MI 48202, or
Irwinl Kaufmaln, 131 ,I.i ingstol St.,
Brooklvn, NY' 11201.

Math 'I'exts Need More 'I'han
"Thumb Tests"
Research indicates that the textbook is
the most importanlt determinant of rmath
content taught in the classroom. Al-
though many educators have decried
this situation, it is likels to remainl so for
the foreseeable future. With such in-

dents all opportunity to lcam substan-
tive content in each of these three cate-
gories.

Onls 57. I1 percent of the selections
contained subject matter content: 29.1
percent contained functional content:
12.3 percent contained ethos content.
Only 4 percent of the selections coIn-
tained content in all three categories.
and only 16 percent contained content
in more than one categorD.

Comparing publishers. Harcourt.
Brace. and Jovanos-ich had the highest
percentage of selections containing sub-
ject matter content (72.2 percent). and
Ginn had the lowest (39., percent).
Laidlav- had the highest percentage of

structional \weight placed on it, hos do
we ensure the textbook's contribitioll to
qualits education?

The National Commissio n on Excel-
lcnce in Education cites soieC Illain
problems with textbooks today: too fcs
experienced teachers and scholars are
involved in wsriting textbooks anld mani!
are "written down" by their publishers
to cvcr-lower reading levels in response
to perceived markcet demands. Mlan!
books do not challenge students: a re-
cent studs by Education Products Infor-
mation Exchange reveals that a majorit\
of students have mastered 80 percent of
the material in some textbooks betore
the books are opened.

Faculty members often use the inade-
quate "thumb test" in selecting text-
books (riffle through the book quickl!
with the thumb and reject ans book that
looks different or seems challenging to
teachers or students).

To ensure the use of qualits texts, the
Commission suggests that publishers
furnish evidence of the textbook's quali-
th and appropriateness, based on results
from field trials and credible c\alua-
tions. Consunmers at least, should ask
for such information from publishers
and give preference to publishers swho
have put substantial effort into develop-
ing and testing materials.

How to Evaluate Mathematics Text-
books furnishes cvaluative criteria and is
available for $1.60 per copy ($1.28 for
NCTM members) from the National
Council of Teachers of Mathematics,

selections containing functional content
(18.5 percent)- Harcourt. Brace. and
Jovanovich had the lowest perceltages
of selections containing functional con-
tent (13.8 percent) and ethos content
(3. percent).

Such information is important to
anyone involved in slectingl reading
textbooks. For more information see
W. H. Schmidt and others. "Educa-
tional Content of Basal Texts: Implica-
tions for Comprehension Instructionl
in Comprehension Instruction: Perspec-
tives and Suggestions, ed. G_ l)u&d. L.
Rochler. and . Xlason )Ncs' Yorkd
Longman. 19831.

1906 Association Ir.. Restonl. \'A
229()01.

Math Research Made Direct,
Useful
While the qualih- and quantiB- of math-
ematics research has been greater than
that in most other subject areas. it has
had surprisingly little impact on class-
room practice. A major reason often
proposed for this lack of impact is the
abstruse style and recondite statistics
found in most mathematics reports.

Recognizing this problem. the Na-
tional Council of Teachers of Mathe-
matics has published an easy-to-read
booklet. Classroom Ideas from Rea!rch
on Secondanr School Mathematic. writ-
ten by Donald J. Dessart and Marilvn
N. Suvdam. It reicws recrnt rcsearch
findings on teaching algebra and gcom-
etr and emphasizes ideas likelyR to be
immediatel useful to the classroom
teacher. Main ideas are highlighted in
boxes throughout the booklet. making
for easy and direct access b- teachers.
The authors explain concepts in depth
but do inot get bogged down with statis-
tics; for those seeking such detail. a
complete bibliographlv of original re-
ports is provided.

Copies of Classroom Ideas from Re-
search on Secondan' School Mathemat-
ics are available for $6.00 per copy
($4.80 NCTM members) from the Na-
tional Council of Teachers of Mathe-
matics. 1906 Association Dr., Reston.
VA 22091.
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