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Two thoughtful examples come
from the city school district of Allen-
town, Pennsylvania.' The first engages
3rd graders in an active, in-depth study
of their community. Social studies co-
ordinator Robert Foster and many of
the district's 3rd grade teachers devel-
oped a three-ring notebook contain-
ing nearly 100 activities that focus on
the social, economic, governmental,
and physical characteristics of Allen-
town. The activities are practical, live-
ly, and diverse. Several engage stu-
dents in the study of Allentown's
multiethnic population as well as its
global connections. Some bring com-
munity members into the classroom.
One builds students' understanding of
the difficulties facing their non-
English-speaking classmates. Another
has students compare and contrast Al-
lentown with Bombay and Tokyo.

Meanwhile, middle school students
are making one-to-one contact with
Allentown's elderly citizens-trying to
bridge stereotypes with interaction
and information. The youngsters meet
with their older "partners" over a
four-week period. They interview
them and together attend a slide show
about the community and special pro-
grams on crime, volunteer services,
hospice care, and drug abuse Later,
the students write lengthy biographies
and poetry. Eighth grader Grace Can-
non was paired with Ethel Wass. Grace
writes that Ethel was a student in
Allentown's Frankldin Elementary School
during World War I and began high
school in 1921. "The school's dances
wert sponsored by the clubs, such as
the Spanish Club and the Girls' Basket-
ball Club. Ethel was a member of both.
The dances were held at night at one
of the club members' homes. When
she described it to me, she said, 'Ev-
eryone had a piano. You rolled up the
rugs, then your father would sprinkle
whatever the stuff was on the floor,
and you'd dance.'"

Adam Kuder was struck by some-
thing else while interviewing his part-
ner. Adam's poem, "Afraid," begins:

I am so afraid to go out tonight,
with all
the violence and crime

With all the news of rape and mur-
der, I'm better

of not going to Senior Citizens to-
night

Elsewhere, high school teachers
take students to Washington, D.C., for
the Close-Up Foundation's intensive
study of the federal government and
sponsor annual local programs as
well. This year in the Dallas-Fort
Worth "Metroplex," social studies stu-
dents from several of the area's school
districts will prepare "master plans"
for the Metroplex for the year 2001
The plans must concentrate on trans-
portation, environment, intergovern-
mental cooperation, and social serv-
ices. Student delegates will be sent to a
metrowide convocation where the
plans will be presented and debated.2

Some local World Affairs Councils
are sponsoring community studies
that reinforce the local/global connec-
tion. Mindful of the adage, "Act locally,
think globally," the Philadelphia Coun-
cil arranged for elementary students to
visit community resources that teach
global lessons. Students visited the
Museum of the Philadelphia Civic Cen-
ter to learn about regions of the world;
a trip to the Philadelphia Zoo fol-
lowed, to extend students' concepts of
regional differences; and a visit to In-
dependence National Historical Park
gave students a chance to explore
shelters at home and around the
globe. The Columbus Council oper-
ates a referral service, Resources Inter-
national, which brings area residents
with a global perspective into contact
with students and their teachers. This
Council also distributes a volume of
ten lessons for 8th through 12th grad-
ers. Each lesson is community-based,
enabling students to study how their
local area affects, and is affected by,
international events.3

Innovative commercial publishers
are also focusing on community study
School districts in Aldine, Texas; Van-
couver, Washington; and Santa Anna,
California, are working with a small
company named Graphic Learning to
tailor-make curriculum materials for
their communities. Members of the
Graphic Learning staff work with local
teacher committees to create a map,
acquire historical materials and pho-
tos, and develop activities. The staff
then pulls these together and publish-

es a "localized" set of colorful, durable
social sw,-lies materials Students use
stories and photos of their own com-
munities to learn about their home-
towns, as well as hometowns in gener-
al.4

Are community inquiries worth the
extra time needed to plan and coordi-
nate them? Definitely. If encouraged
to examine their own communities,
wrestle with the very idea of commu-
nity, and envision better communities,
students just might build critical un-
derstandings of public life that will
help them create a public life that is
better for everyone. ''

'Contact Robert M Foster, Social Studies
Curriculum Co(xrdinator, The School Dis-
trict of Allentown, 31 S Penn St., Box 328,
Allentown, PA 18105

ZContact Sharon Walker, 9231 Dove
Meadow, Dallas, TX 75243

1Robert B Wovach, Making Decisions
Our Global Connection Columbus Coun-
cil on World Affairs, The International Cen-
ter, 57 Jefferson Ave, Columbus, Ofl
43215 Price: $550

4Contact Sharryl Davis fHawke. Graphic
Learning Corporation, 855 Broadway,
Boulder, CO 80302

SJohn Dewe' wrote in The Public and Its
Problems (1927) that the industrial age was

an invasion of the community" and that
the cultivation of a renewed sense of corn
munity shouldn't be left to chance.

"For other programs and rationales, see
Community Study. Applications and Op-
portunities, NCSS Bulletin No. 73, ed. Mark
Schug and R. Berrv (Washington, DC:
National Council for the Social Studies,
1984)
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