By legislating school/community partnerships, South Carolina has
taken a major initiative in ensuring that school improvement will
be long lasting.
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E

ducational reform is a major na
tional movement that cannot be
permitted to founder for lack of
continued long-term support. To en
sure sustained suppo'rt, the South Car
olina Education Improvement Act of
1984 provides a legislated role for the
community.
The act has created, for instance,
partnerships with community business
and industry leaders at both the local
school district and state department of
education levels. In addition, through
the formation of a Division of Public
Accountability, business leaders have
been given a major responsibility for
implementing the Education Improve
ment Act. Their influence assures us
that community support for reform
will continue.
The private sector's role in educa
tion is written into several portions of
the act:
• The Business Partnership and the
Committee on Financing Excellence in
Public Education are to receive an
assessment of the act every year Re
sponsible to these blue-ribbon com
mittees, the General Assembly will
then recommend modifications in the
law if necessary.

• A subcommittee of the Business
Partnership and Financing Committees,
the Joint Subcommittee, assisted in se
lecting the new deputy superintendent
of public accountability The subcom
mittee also approves all products devel
oped by the Division of Public Account
ability: the assessment report, incentive
pay programs, quality assessement crite
ria, regulations, and other products pro
duced by the new unit.
• The Business Partnership and Fi
nancing Committees may be called
into session by the state superinten
dent or governor whenever their ad
vice and assistance are needed. The
important point is that the act allies
state leaders to the reform movement
in law on a continuing rather than on
a one-time basis.
• An additional section of the law
specifies that schools form partner
ships with business and industry, es
tablish adopt-a-school programs, and
seek out the advice of business leaders
in the community.
Schools are encouraged to have
representatives of the private sector
on school improvement councils,
whose tasks are to develop plans for
school improvement and to correct
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existing deficiencies. Business leaders
can also assist schools to improve
school district operations, financial
management, personnel evaluation,
long-range planning, and so on.
During the 1984-85 school year
(the first year of the act's implementa
tion) the private sector was a strong
ally in translating the law into educa
tional programs. Chambers of com
merce were aggressive in forming
partnerships with school districts and
in budgeting significant ajnounts of
money to assist public education. Ma
jor firms have adopted hundreds of
local schools. More and more strate
gies are being created whereby busi
nesses and schools can work together
A group of business leaders have
formed a foundation to fund "innova
tive and exemplary projects." The

foundation's board of directors is
made up of influential citizens whose
responsibility is to make education a
high priority for everyone in the state.
The foundation will also sponsor pro
grams to reward schools that establish
extremely effective educational pro
grams.
Working in cooperation with
schools, business and industry leaders
provide a strong basis for effective
implementation of reform. This col
laboration—well-received by both pri
vate sector and school leaders—will
continue to work well as long as the
law remains in force. Leaders on both
sides have taken their legal responsi
bilities seriously and have devoted
time, energy, and resources to imple
menting the act.
School reform is not unique to our

state; it is a national movement What
is unique in South Carolina is our
determined and aggressive effort to
forge public/private sector partner
ships and to give them authority in
law It is our major contribution to
improving public education in South
Carolina, but it may also be a model
for other states.D
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Educational
Leadership on Tape
Join the ranks of busy educators across the
country who are now listening to Educational
Leadership as they drive to work, jog, and relax at
home.
Each 90-minute cassette features selected articles
written by the prominent educators who have helped
make Educational Leadership the most outstanding
publication in the field of curriculum and supervision
today.
By subscribing to Educational Leadership on Tape for the
low price of $48, you'll receive the next eight issues and save
the extra $24 you'd have to pay to purchase the tapes
separately for $9.00 each.
So order today by sending your check or money order to:
Order Processing Department,
125 N. West Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 549-9110
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