
It would be a missed opportunity if 
school programs contributed little 
more than an appreciation for the 
dazzle of technology without helping 
students learn to take it in hand and 
make it their own. Surely few would 
want the computers to go the way of 
the television set, an artifact of a mag 
nificent technology that is largely used 
for banal and uncritical purposes.

If computers don't go the way of the 
TV set, are they likely lo go the way of 
the language laboratory instead? Prob 

ably not. They play an increasingly 
fundamental role in too many aspects 
of society. It does seem clear, howev 
er, that with regard to information 
technology, as with every other aspect 
of the school curriculum, educators 
who fail to design curriculum that is 
meaningful and useful to their stu 
dents are likely to face apathy or rebel 
lion. In assessing how to treat informa 
tion technology in the curriculum, 
therefore, the first question to raise is 
not, "Can it be done5 " but instead, "Is

it worth doing?" Although the technol 
ogy may be new, the fundamental 
question is not.D
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