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Education Through 

Partnership
DavidS. Seeley 

Washington, DC:
American Enterprise Institute for Public 
_____ Policy Research, 1985_____
 Reviewed by Roy R. PelUcano, Brooklyn, 
New York.

David S. Seeley critiques the con 
temporary climate of school reform as 
being inadequate and focuses specifi 
cally on the prevalent set of role defi 
nitions and expectations that consti 
tute the "human equation" of school. 
Education Tbrou&i Partnership delin 
eates the structural dysfunctions of 
bureaucratic school governance for 
mal relationships which make service 
delivery more important than clients. 
In place of that relationship, Seeley 
advocates informal relationships that 
enable the parent, student, teacher, 
and administrators to create a consen 
sus of values and goals.

In addition to analyzing the bureau 
cratic mode, Seeley discusses the 
voucher system and community con 
trol as possible alternatives. His goal is 
to create a governance system that 
provides parents and students with 
voice, power, choice, and loyalty. It is a 
book that should be read by those 
who are just entering the school com 
munity as well as by those who have 
experienced the school wars of recent 
decades.

Available from AEIPPR, 1150 17th 
St., N.W., Washington, DC 20036, for 
19.95.

The Systematic Design of 
Instruction

Walter Dick and Lou Carey
Glenview, Illinois: 

Scott, Foresman, and Company, 1985
—Reviewed by Hal Markowitz, University 
of Florida, Gainesville.

Now in its second edition, this book 
is both a text and a handbook. It is a 
text for the student in education, who 
will be pleased to discover a rational 
planning process applied to teaching. 
It is also a handbook for educators 
whose job it is to link carefully re 
searched instructional goals with well- 
planned programs for behavioral 
change.

Dick and Carey advocate a ten-com 
ponent systems model that is closely 
related to the work of Gagne and 
Mager, and to the military's well- 
known Instructional Systems Design 
model. Educators who are fuHy sub 
mersed in the systems approach, as 
well as those just getting their instruc 
tional toes wet, will find the compo- 
nent-by-component discussion infor 
mative and helpful. Because the 
authors practice what they advocate, 
the book itself is an illustration of 
systematic design.

Members of curriculum committees 
or design teams undertaking a course 
design project (including analyzing 
goals, establishing performance objec 
tives, and developing materials) will 
find abundant application here. Team 
members need the organized instruc 
tion this book provides: objectives, 
background, concepts, examples, 
feedback, implementation proce 
dures, and an up-to-date bibliography 
walk the reader through each compo 
nent in the systems model.

The Systematic Design of Instruction 
may be primarily the tool of the plan 
ners of major instructional efforts, but 
even those in the trenches should 
know how strategy and tactics are de 
veloped.

Available from Scott, Foresman, and 
Company, College Division, 1900 E. 
Lake Ave., Glenview, 0, 60025, for 
116.95.

Illiterate America
Jonathan Kozol

New York. 
Anchor Press/Doubleday & Co, Inc. 1985
—Reviewed by William Leary, Broward 
Counry Public Schools, Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida.

Jonathan Kozol is first book was 
Death at an Early Age, an angry work 
about the Boston Public Schools of the 
1960s. Illiterate America, another an 
gry book, is about the numbers of out 
citizens who are totally or functionally' 
illiterate. Citing diverse research 
sources, Kozol estimates that 25 mil 
lion American citizens cannot read 
poison warnings on various products 
and that another 35 million read be 
low the level needed to function in 
today's increasingly technological so 
ciety.

Kozol is not optimistic about the 
literacy problem. As a "worst case," he 
believes that some conferences will be 
held and that liberals will decry the 
problem. At best, he suggests that stu 
dent groups and college activists from 
"poor communities" will join with citi 
zens who will come forward "in good 
faith" to take action.

Kozol presents a grim picture for 
educators. Many who have taught con 
tinuously in public schools, particular 
ly those in urban and rural areas, may 
be offended by Kozol's implied deni 
gration of their efforts. They might 
well ask, "How many problems of 
race, poverty, social class structure  
and in addition, reading ought to be 
solved by public schools?"

It's a fair question. Boston's teachers 
are still trying to resolve it 20 years 
after Death at an Earfy Age.

Available from Doubleday & Co., 
Inc., 245 Park Ave., New York, NY 
10167, for 115.95.

Wordplay and Language 
Learning for Children

Linda C. Geller,
Urbana, Illinois:

National Council of Teachers of English, 
__________1985__________
 Reviewed by Cynthia Prather, Creative 
Associates, Inc., Washington, D.C

The idea that children learn through 
play, particularly during their pre 
school years, has gained wide ac 
ceptance. In this book, Linda Geller 
supports the premise that during 
wordplay, which generally occurs out 
side of the classroom, children learn 
language patterns and communicate 
them to othe*s.

Preschool- and elementary-level 
teachers can capitalize on their chil 
dren's delight in wordplay by using 
jingles, riddles, tongue twisters, and 
other "nonsense" as a springboard for 
class discussions of such language 
concepts as rhyming, homophones, al 
literation, and onomatopoeia. Strate 
gies for using wordplay to stimulate 
interest in reading, spelling, and writ 
ing are included.

Available from NCTE, 1111 Kenyon 
Rd., Urbana, IL 61801, for $9.75 (non- 
members) and $7.50 (members).
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Life and Death of the 
Schools Council

Edited by Maurice Plaskow
Philadelphia:

Taylor & Fronds, Inc. (Fainter Press), 
__________1985__________
 Reviewed by William Schubert, Universi 
ty of Illinois, Chicago

Many Americans involved in curric 
ulum work may be unaware of the 
contributions of Britain's Schools 
Council. From 1964 to 1984 the 
Schools Council served as a bridge to 
reconcile the educational needs and 
interests of government and teachers.

During its 20 years of existence, the 
Schools Council made a number of 
major contributions to British educa 
tion (e.g., inquiring into attitudes of 
pupils, parents, and teachers; estab 
lishing education policy committees 
with teacher majorities; reforming 6th 
form curriculum and examinations; 
approving the principle of support for 
local curriculum development; pub 
lishing elaborate packages of materials 
on humanities curriculum; establish 
ing working panics on gifted and 
handicapped pupils; and publishing 
several major statements of purposes 
and priorities). Early in its existence 
the Schools Council became indepen 
dent from the Department of Educa 
tion and Science, but in 1984 it was 
declared redundant and was closed, 
two years after the Secretary of State 
announced intentions to disband it.

Written by 15 educators who 
worked closely with the Schools 
Council, the book provides a set of 
interpretative case studies from inside 
a major agency committed to the 
growth of school policy and practice. 
One of the conclusions stated forceful 
ly by Plaskow is, "Anyone who imag 
ines, or plaintively urges, that educa 
tion has nothing to do with politics has 
to be simple-minded" (p. 1). The book 
clearly presents a favorable view of 
and tribute to major actors in the 
Schools Council and is an indictment 
of the political forces that brought its 
end.

The book is a contribution to both 
interpretative ethnography and the 
history of British education policy, 
which reflects larger issues of educa 
tion policy in the culture and around
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the world. It is interesting to imagine 
ways in which the history of the 
Schools Council relates to, say, that of 
the National Institute of Education or 
the old Educational Policies Commis 
sion of the National Education Associa 
tion. In the interest of exchange of 
perspectives among educators on an 
international scope, it is important to 
become aware of this and other publi 
cations series from Palmer on school 
curriculum.

Available from Taylor & Francis, 
Inc., 242 Cherry St, Philadelphia, PA 
19106-1906, for $27.00 (hardcover) 
and $13.00 (paperback).

To Make a Difference: An
Open Classroom in the'80s

Forest Knolls, California 
___Tamalpais Productions, 1985
—Reviewed by Barbara Kres Beach, Associ 
ation for Supervision and Curriculum De 
velopment, Alexandria.

As parents, teachers, and students 
talk about the open classrooms that

have "made a difference" for them, 
images of individuals concentrating, 
groups processing, and teachers per 
forming tumble across the screen,

A school board member recalls the 
resistance to traditional education's 
sharp distinctions between "school 
and the rest of life" that got the open 
classrooms started

Someone remarks that the school 
has released "an explosion of energy." 
You see it You see, too, students in the 
open symbolically and in fact walk 
ing through fields doing biology, ap 
pearing equally at home with content 
and feeling, making choices that put 
them "on the learning edge."

The film leaves questions unan 
swered, of course, and educators who 
recall an earlier foray into open educa 
tion will be reminded of its enormous 
intellectual and pedagogical difficul 
ties. They will also remember the pas 
sion that sometimes overcomes them.

Available from Tamalpais Produc 
tions, P.O. Box 524, Forest Knolls, CA 
94933 in 16mm film or videotape for 
purchase or $50.00 rental.

fottwX.
Teachers and Principals Can Do It... 

' A school-based approach to higher-order thinking 
basic subjects K-12.

TOWARD INTELLECTUAL EXCELLENCE: 
SOME THINGS TO LOOK FOR IN CLASSROOMS

ANDSCHOOLS 
by Richard A. Glbboney

• Toward Intellectual Excellence (TIE) states 24 criteria to evaluate and im 
prove teaching and learning in the basic subjects.
• TIE discusses and Illustrates each of the 24 criteria in the context of 
teaching.
• TIE groups the criteria for convenience under four categories: objectives, 
content, thinking, and method.
• TIE provides an informed basis for school-based talk and thought about 
ways to make learning more thoughtful and interesting for teachers and 
students.
• TIE has been tested and researched at the University of Pennsylvania in
in-service programs and university classes.

"/ have read no other boo* that so clearly analizes the heart of our enterprise-Teaching 
and teaming Must reading for those who want to restore thinking to our schools " 
Kenneth Knttt. Principal, William Tfnnrnt High School, Wmrmtnttor, PA

"TIE is thoughtful ami readable TIE respects the teacher's intelligence TIE lints practice
to icJea which reduces the teacher's needs tor recipes "
Jomn T. Smith. TMCfwr, Upper PwMonwn School DteMct, Pmimtbuig, PA

"Experienced teachers like TIE our dialogue was intellectually richer and more practical " 
Or. Ethel HHgn. Own, National Coflcg* of education, Eramton, IL

TIE is velo bound, xeroxed, 150pp. $15.00 chk. or Pur. Order, 
Delta Press, P.O. Box 91, Birchrunville, PA 19421
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