
ASCD in Action
FO(XS AREAS OF ASCD LONG-
RANGE ANNING

Educati n and Care of Young Chil-
dra After considering population, social
and learning trends, ASCD identified the
education and care of young children as a
major program emphasis in its strategic
plan. The topic will be the theme of the
November Educaional Leadersip and of
a conference planned for April 1987. Infor-
mation will be reported in ASCD Update

Teachng Thinking. Teaching think-
ing is a major program emphasis in ASCDs
new five-year plan. ASCD members may
join a national network on teaching think-
ing by sending a check for $10 made out to
ASCD Network on Teaching Thinking to
John Barell, Montclair State College. Upper
Montclair, NJ 07043.

Some 27 education organizations con-
vened by ASCD are collaborating on sever-
al projects, including development of a
framework for curriculum and staff devel-
opment. The product of that effort, Dimen-
sions of Thinking, will be published as a
comprehensive member book in the
spring of 1987. Other goals of the Collabo-
rative include working with publishers to
improve textbooks and tests, encouraging
needed research, and incorporating the
teaching of thinking in teacher education
Information about each of these will be
reported in ASCD Lpdate and other publi-
cations as it becomes available. Project
Facilitatbr: Ron Brandt, ASCD Executive
Editor.

Ledership/Supervision Task Force.
With its first meeting in September, this
group begins a three-year evaluation of
existing ASCD services in supervision and
planning improvement activities It will
consider developing a plan to recognize
proficiencies in the specialized areas of
curriculum and supervision Project Facili-
tator: Gordon Cawelti, Executive Director

Redefining the Teaching Profession.
Through this group the association will
consider current plans for differentiating
teaching roles, career ladders, and restruc-
turing teaching. It will determine implica-
tions for supervisors and the ASCD pro-
grams for improving teaching. Project
Facilitator: Helene Hodges, Director of
Program Development.

CURRENIT POJE S
ASCD Networks. ASCD is currently

sponsoring nine networks. They include:
Arts in Education, Clearinghouse on Learn-
ing Styles and Brain Behavior, Staff Devel-
opment, Northwest Vermont Outcomes-
Based Mastery, ASCD Educational Futurists,
Thinking Skills, Teachers of Curriculum,
Equity Issues and Women in Educational
Leadership, and Instructional Supervision.
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Any ASCD member ma' join Project Facili-
tator: Diane G. Berreth, Director of Field
Services.

Curriculum Trends Studies. ASCD
has undertaken a series of longitudinal
studies of elementary, middle, and second-
ary school curriculum trends that will be
repeated in five-year cycles The elemen-
tary study and the secondary study were
reported in Curnculum Update in April
1985 and August 1986 For copies of the
reports, available from the ASCD Fulfill-
ment Department, send $1 and a stamped,
self-addressed envelope A study of middle
level schools is underway Preliminary re-
sults will be available at the New Orleans
Annual Conference.

International Education Study
Group. The association now has affiliates
in Europe and Canada, sponsors NCSI pro-
grams overseas and study tours of China
and Russia each year, and has played an
important role in founding the World
Council on Curriculum and Instruction,
which met last summer in Hiroshima.
ASCD has also established a professional
relationship with curriculum organizations
in Britain and Canada, and will act on a
similar plan with Australia This group will
meet once during the year to give direc-
tion to ASCD's expanding international
role in education.

Supervision/Leader Behavior Train-
ing Design. The development of more
effective educational leaders is the focus of
this project, which builds on current re-
search in organizational development and
leader behavior training.-The proposed
delivery system will employ interactive
electronic media. Project Chair: Dale
Mann, Teachers College. Columbia Univer-
sity Project Facilitator: Lewis Rhodes,
ASCD Manager of Media and Technology.

UPCOMING NATIONAL
3RIUCaULUM STUDFY

INSI~uTIES
See page 57 for NCSI schedule

OTHER ACTIVWIIES
Policy Analysis. A new policy analysis

panel has begun examining issues in bilin-
gual education. Panel members include
Esther Eisenhower, Virginia; Edward Fuen-
tes, Washington, D.C; Gonzalo Garza, Tex-
as; Kenji Hakuta, Connecticut; Jack Levy,
Virginia; Muriel Saville Troike, Illinois; and
Sally Banks Zakariva, Virginia. Their report
will be available early in 1987. Project
Facilitator: Diane G Berreth, Director of
Field Services

Dssertation Awards. Each vear ASCD
recognizes authors of outstanding disserta-
tions in curriculum, supervision, and in-
struction. Eligible dissertations must have

been completed during the academic year
of I September 1985 to 31 August 1986
Submit abstracts by 10 December 1986
For guidelines contact Susan Hartsoe, Proj-
ect Facilitator.

C.{qSOR TUIJS
Middle School Futures Planning

Consortium. Beginning in October, 25
middle-level schools from around the na-
tion launch a two-year effort to enhance
the strategic-planning capabilitr of the
middle school faculties, assisting them to
design middle school education appropri-
ate to the future lives of students Each
school will produce a long-range plan that
focuses on: (I) organizing the school, (2)
improving the core curriculum, (3) plan-
ning for sustained improvement of teach-
ing, and (4) making better use of educa-
tional technology Project Facilitator:
Gordon Cawelti, Executive Director

High School Futures Consortium. In
late fall 25 high schools will be selected to
begin a two-year project to train school
teams in strategic planning Watch Lpdate
for application information Project Facili-
tator: Gordon Cawelti, Executive Director

RE(CNT PRODUCIS
Videotapes

Strategic Planning and Leadership.
This new tape demystifies the planning
process and shows how three school dis-
tricts (Detroit, Ft. Wayne, and Placentia,
California) have used strategic planning to
bridge the gap between long-range plan-
ning and the everyday school management
decisions. Accompanied by book Guide to
Strategic Planningfor Educators, by Shir-
ley McCune. $224 ASCD members. $260
nonmembers.

Teaching Skillful Thinking. A four-
part series that analyzes issues related to
teaching thinking, features leading re-
searchers and program developers, pro
vides classroom scenes of exemplars prac
tices. and highlights the consequences of
teaching for thinking. Entire set of four
tapes: $695 ASCD members, $795 non-
members.

UPCOMING ANNUAL
CONFEREES

1987, New Orleans, March 21-24
1988, Boston, March 12-15
1989, Orlando, March 11-14
1990, San Antonio, March 3-6
1991, San Francisco, March 16-19
1992, New Orleans, March 6-10

For project, product, or conference infor-
mation, trite or call ASCD, 125 North West
St, Alexandria, VA 22314 (703) 549-9110
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